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Fund decides

on welfare

_for sex slaves

The government-initiated
Asian Women's Fund decided
Tuesday night to provide
some 300 Asian women who
were forced into sekual slay-
ery hefore and during World
War II with a total of ¥700
million in medica! and wel-
fare services over 10 years,
fund officials said.

The aid, which will be ex-
tended from the govern-
ment’s coffers, comes on top
of the ¥2 million atonement
money that the fund plans to
give each victim from South
Korea, Taiwan and the Philip-
pines. :

The details of the project,
as well as the exact amount of
itonement money, will be de-
cided at the next meeting of
members of the fund’s
steering committee and cam-
paigners who have publicized
the fund.

The next meeting is slated
for Friday, the first anniver-
sary of the creation of the
fund. :

By making a final decision
this week, the fund hopes to
start providing the consola-
tion money as sarly as next
month, together with an apol-
ogy from the prime minister
to each woman.

While the basie framework
for the consolation money and
medical and welfare services
has been approved, no solid
agreement gas been reached
between the fund and the gov-
ernment over the contents of
the prime minister’s letter.
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Hatoyama supports sex slavesé

Yukle Hatoyama, secretar
general of New Party Saki.
gake, said Wednesday that
Japan should pay direct com-

" pensation to Asian women it

orced into sexual slavery be-
fore and during World War I1.

Hatoyama siressed that he
was expressing a personal
opinion. But the remark by
the leader of the smallest of
the three ruling coalition par-

ties is Hkely to cause & stir as’

it clearly contradicts the gov-
ernment’s current position on
the issue,

Maintaining that the 1951
San Francisco Peace Treaty

sottled Japan's legal respon-
sibitity for war reparations,
the government has refused
to meet the demands of the

former “‘military comforl
women'' for divect compensa-
tion from the state,

“Even if the right (to seck
war reparations) has been al-
ready given up in agreements
between countries, it does not
necessartly mean that it pro-
hibits Japan from paylng di-
rect compensation to individ-
uals,” Hatoyama said at a
news conference,

‘He said lawinakers should
raise this issue according to
Lheir own conscience, But he
added that such maves have
not gathered enough strength

to alter the government’s
stance,

AS an alternative to provid-

ing compensation to the for-
mer comfort women, the gov-

ernment set up last July a pri-
vate fund called the Asian ;
Women's Fund. The fund is :
planning to start distributing :
at least ¥2 miflion in “cotiso- :
tatlon money” to each of 300 :
womon living in South Korea,
Taiwan and the Philippines
this summer, ;
On top of the consolation !

money, the fund and the gov-
ernment agreed Tuesday
night that a total of ¥700 mii-
lion in welfare and medical
seérvices will be oxtended to
these women during the next

10 years.

But the government has

claimed that this portion of
money will not be handed out
in cash. It will be provided in
the form of services in order
to prevent giving the image
that the government is paying
compensation to the women,

Prime Minister Ryutaro

Hashimoto also has promised
that he will express his sin-
cere regret over the issue and
apologize in a letter to the vie-
tims. The wording of the let-
ter has not been set.

"/Es} e 3.7,

Group protests school-texthook screening

A group of Japanese and
Koreans on Tuesday protest-
ed textbook screening at the
Education Ministry on the is-
sue of compensation to North
Korea for Japan’s coloniza-
tion before and during World
War I1.

Some junior high scheol so-
cial studies textbooks that
have passed this year's
screening for use beginning
next spring say war compen-
sation issues have already
heen settled at the govern-
ment level,

“This is a mistake of fact,”
the Investigation Team on the
Truth about Forced Korean
Laborers in Japan argued in
its letter to the Education
Minister.

Japan has never had diplo-
matic ties with North Korea
and has not made any war-
time compensation with
Pyongyang. ‘At least a
phrase like ‘except for some
countries’ should be insert-
ed,” Hong Sang Jin, secre-
tary general of the team, told
reporters after meeting with
Education Ministry officiais,

The team consists of about
700 Japanese and Korean law-
yers, scholars and teachers.
The Neorth Korea-affiliated
General Association of Kore-
an Residents in Japan (Chon-
gryun) is also a member of
the group. ‘

Shokichi Hirabayashi, as-
sistant chief of the minisiry’s
textbook section, said he rec-
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ognizes that governmental is- °
sues remain with North Ko ,

rea and Taiwan.

i

He said the ministey’s in- {

tentions were not to ignore the
‘Issue of compensation tc

North Korea, but to correct
any textbook drafts leaving
the impression that govern-
ment-level compensation has
not been properly given.

If editors had inserted such

a phrase as “‘except for some
countries,” it may er may not
have been approved, Hira-
bayashi said, noting that it is
a hypethetical question.

An editor of history text-
books said ministry officials
did not mention any excep-
tions to compensation during
the screening process.
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S it

ally rgsponsible for forcing
women into sexual slavery for
Japanese soldiers before and
during World War 1I, govern-
ment sources said Thursday.

Japan's moral responsibili-

.ty ovet the Issue will be stated

in a letter of apology to be
sent by Prime Minister Ryu-
taro Hashimoto to former sex
slaves,. euphemistically
called “‘comfort women,” the

- sources saild.
The Japanese government

has issued several statements
in the past to express its apol-
ogy to the women, who are
mostly Asians, but has never
used the phrase “moral re-
sponsibility,”

By admitting Japan’s mor-

‘al respornsibility, the govern-

ment intends to help restore
the women’s honor as well as
show Japan’s determination
to resolve the issue, the
gources said,

The prime minister’s letter

.also will admit the invoive-

- Japan to accept ‘moral responsibi]ity"

- Japan will admit it is mor- _ment of the Imperial Japa-

nese Army in the wartime
sexual slavery, they said.

The lettér will accompany
the payment of ai least ¥2
million from a government-
initiated private fund to each
of about 300 surviving women
in South Korea, the Philip-
pines and Taiwan,

The Asian Women’s Fund,
set up a year ago, hopes to
start making the payments
this summer.

T4 9y T.T

it oy Pl e okt e e 5 e T



PR PRI

REGIONAL

JAPrAN

- Not Bought Off

Former sex slaves want compensation, not charity

By Sachiko Sakameld In Tokyo

t an age when luckier women look
forward to visits from chil-

dren, Kimike Kanedw makes do
with smaller pleasuxes. She peels apples
and bananas, lets the skine dry for sev-
eral days, then sprinkles flour over them.
Then she chops them up with selséons 50
she can feed them to the birds, separating
them into two piles: small pleces for spar-
© xows and larger ones for :
Kaneda is South Korean and lives
alone in a Seoul suburb, but uses & Japan-
ese name when she visits Tokyo. She
never had much of a chance in life since

the day when, & & 17-year-old, she fol- |

lowed 4 Japanese mam who told her she
could meke money working in a factory.
Ha was lying. She was taken off to China,
whaere ghe was forced to work for six years
a5 & sex slave, used by 40 to 50 Japanese
soldiers a day. _

Now 74, Kaneda survives on the pain-
killers and tranquillizers she takes for the
pain and distréss caused by an illness
doctors can't diagnose. She has a holiow
look about her, the look of one who gave
up being 1 ago. “When 1 talk
about those ?ig msakm me " she
says. And the future? “1 have nothing to
expect but my death.” Keiko Usuki, head
of Hakkiri-kal, a citizens’ group working
to clarify Japan's World War Il -
bilitles, says feeding the birds is Kaneda’s
“only joy in life.”

Ever since its admission in 1993 that  §

the Japanese Imperial Army had forced
between 50,000 and 200,000 Asian women
to act as sex slaves during World Wer I,
the Japanese t has been trying
to put the ugly eplsode behind it. Tokyo
- apologized t0 the women in 1993 Now it
hopes that payment of ¥2 million ($19,000)
to each of the women will finally lay the
izsue to rest. i The
But it’s not proving an easy fi
mmywi]lcomi;&mapnﬂheaﬁmdlet
up especially for ose. But mogt
orih intengtd ben s , who ware
known by the euphemism “comfort
women,” think it misges the point: they
Wint compensation rather tian charity.
And Japanese conservatives still claim
women such as Kaneda were prostitutes

who volunteered and were paid for their -

services: they think any concession to the
wornen would tamish J 's hanour.

The Pﬂvaﬁe fund, called the Asian

. Women's Fund, was sct up in June last

year and plans to donate money to 298

R7x

identified former comfort women by
August 15. Hundreds moge of the women

- still believed to be alive may get money

later on.

The goverrsnent provided ¥300 million
for a campalgn 1o solicit donations,
besides paying the fund’s annual operat-
ing costs of ¥480 million for the last two

‘years. To fend off the criticism that it is

trying to evade legal responsibility, it also
pays for the vietlms’ medical care, hous-
and weélfaze. This year that will cost
¥130 million. But it has refused to use
public funds to compensate the women.
The offlcial position is that all war claime
have already been settied bilaterally.
Yoshiaki Yoshimd, the historian who
firet uncovered documents proving the

military’s involvement in recruiting the

U s R ks e 53
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u.rch of digniy.
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worien, says this is besides the paint. “Tt’s

Inhumane to stick maney in front of those
poor victims while the governmnent
refuses to offer compersation,” he says.
Radhika em(':::olozrmm«m:uy, & United Na-
tions ial investigator, agreed, and in
Febnzy reccanumended Im PAY dam-
eges, Groups throughout represent-
ing the womnen alss oppose the fund.
Their position has  lot of sympathy
in Japan—but aleo plenty of epposition
Some politicians, such as Liberal Demo-

cratic Party member of parliament

Tadashi son of & warkime aomy
minister and & veteran himself, have
repestedly mid the women were volune
teers. When a Korean former comfort
woman, Kim Sang Hee, visited him to
m:m in early June, he repoatedly aaked
it she hadn't received money.
Criticized from both right knd left, the

" FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW
m ' CR— . mj . -

fund 0 comgensate the comfort women
has collected only ¥410 million so far,
short of the nearly ¥600 million needed to
pay the identified victims. These include
;Elaﬁ S;L\;f\ Koreans, 33 Taiwanese and 107

e fund’s director general, Masao '
Wada, admils it wes a toufh cam;ll%\.
Many people couldnt understand why

the governmont didn't compensate the
woynen on behalf of the nation. “We've
climbed 80% of the way up Mount Puji.”
g:uys.h‘;We can see the shuine on top,
t the last part is tovgh.”
Most of Eo.e
a redult of thedr trawmatic youth. They are

growing old and generally live difficult,

solitary lives without much money.
“Many of them are weak and may die

a year or two, and would like to accept
the money if they can do so with dig-
nity,” says Kendch! Takayl, a lawyer who
represents comfort women.

A lot rests on Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto. As a former chairman of the
Japan War Bereaved Families Association,
a nationalistic group that doesn't recog-

nize the army’s involvement with war-
tizne pex slaves, he does not look the most
sympathetic man for the job. In May he
said he would et write letters of apol-

ogy to the women, ing the resigna-
ton from the fund’s of one of its
most prominent members, Mutsulo Mild,
widow of former Prime Minister Takeo
to write letters to each of the women.

s for Kaneda, she visits Japan
because of a lawsuit dem-n:g.'ng
tion that

¥ millon In
she and other former coanfort women
have filad against the Japanese govermn-
ment—and to mecelve treatment for
her iliness. “Nobody will m
money Y, says Usukd :
kai, “The polnt is how heactfelt
the prima minister’s letter will be.” =
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Broadcaster kills programme on comfort women

uguatlﬁhlapm‘u rutional day of
remprse, the da rurrendueg
Wdrlqun.Andloutﬂumood,
public broadcaster NHK customarily sies
eo. ‘This year, it
pluuadnfutureontheconﬁonwm\.
& rare attempt by the Japanese media to
mﬂr the srory of w-;h;mt ex lhw:;
X0, was to
dmmmwmdmmmxdmﬁ
2 u\d eliawhere in Aau Mystm—
!wnyﬂmughprodunﬂmm-ﬂ(

Tho official line as follows: In
early May NHK crews went to the Minis-
try of Justice to flm a Dutch warribunal
dochument containing details of Japanese
wir critndhals convictéd for théir involve-
ment in sex slavery. The ministry had
agreed to show the. thcr.locu

Mhtmm;gdﬁln\edm
official talking to a ucer

i-h-ypfatnthd. wrote about
i':. broadesster apalogized and pun-

© ment on the condition that

ished four staff members.

Enough? Not for NHK. In. early I“alf
decided to cancel megxgr
gether, citing s b trust at the
Ministry of Justice, “We consider this a
sericus viciation of journallstic ethics,”

) Yuli Urin. “After

mﬁﬂdbmﬂﬁwﬁ
Butsom?eopleinvolvcdk\me o~

wy aren’t convinced. Ouofthgexm

amuzaki, s tnembres of & support -

roup foi' former sex slaves. She intro-
u«de(toanoId soldier who wit-
brothels in Indonesia, and

has heiped broadcaster with other
Programnavs on the comfort women in the
put."lthmkm\iouuffofm-n(pwm

to pohﬁﬁn}l&mm lhi Rys.

e of pro-
about sax ah'n- tok?

rotest as did praise. Particular]
fvon'ilome i::yﬂu broadcast bosees wz

the reaction of rlght-wlngm, who
called the station in Jarge numbers after a
show in April that the United
Nations Human Rights Committes had
called on Japan to punish those responsl-
ble for sex slavery in World War
. After the stry of ]uuﬁce incident,
somc staff wwking on : igrogmmme
t
conﬁnue it But it wasn't just
NHK ﬁutpwd less than keen'to dig
i:to the hi:o of the comfmum
of Justice refused to allow the

Dutch document to be filmed because it
contained the names of individuals and
had 1ot been proven historically accurate.
But histo like Yoshiak! Yoehimi
would have been mare than happy to help
e {8 vali the ministry let them.
ommuFWmemdeMn
haan't made public the records of certain

of war cximinals, and that “the .

have not opened any documents at
nIl that help Identify comfcrt wonweri sent
Ud mﬂ{a rtin;almd d

BN $1y$ ihe repo y qone

in Ju Southeast Asla and Burope will

bou;t’?inhthue . But these

}vm‘t be vs&own on .A.;Ju;ust 15, when

apansese visit family altars to raa
mmmnﬁémm‘p

aggression in Asia. B Bachiko Bekisrnahl
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