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SELECTIVE SCREENING OF HISTORY |
Texts’ sex slave entries face state pressure

‘More achool textbooks in
Japan ace taking up the isaue
of "comfort women," which
remalns controversial not
%usl on the diplomatic front

ut alse among some law-

makers and scholars.

A Kyodo News survey
showa thai all high scheol
toxts on Japanese history and
& majority of those ta modern
soclety and world history In-
tended for uss in the new
school yehr refer to the com-
fort women, a euphemizm for

| prostitutes for soldiera.

Some of these women, espe-
clally Japanese, were profes-

slonal prostitules. But others, -

especially thoié from the Ko-
rean Peninsuia, were taken
by deception or fores to front-
}ineJ brothels to provide sex
or Japanese , ccord-
ing to surviving viclims. The
Korean Peninsula was under
giapame colonial rule:at the
me,

The texts are currently un-
dergqhtgnscreenlng by the £4-
ucation Miaisiry. By law, on-

_ly approved books cen bg

used 1n schools. ]
Informed scurces said the
Education Ministry wil] prob-
ably endorse most of the de-
plions, which include tes-
timony from women who say
they were forced to provide
sex repeatedly for Japanese
soldiers before and during

World War 11, .
The new texts, however,

-cmmuscmirlﬁul rrect

nd the ministry is éxpected
A &xpec
to require pubiishers to te-
write or even the pas-
ngell,ﬁ;oum {nvolved in the
acreening .
Among mu“t{ut may
be changed are refecences to
the extent of the military's in-
volvement or to the specific
number of women who were
sent to the frostiine brothels,

One text that has been sub-
mitied for. government
gcreening put the number of
such women al about 100,000,
while another text put the es-
timate “as high as 200,000."

The government, based on
“an extensive survey of its ar-
chives and intérviews," con-
cluded in 1983 thai “'a great
number” of such women were
either conned inio eoming to
the front lines or were laken
against their will by brothel
operators,

The new texis suggest that
Japanese publishers are
treating sex siavery as a his-
torical fact and dexcribing it
in the.school books, deapite
opposition from some politi-
clans and scholars,

The high school texts that
have been .submiited for
screening this year include 10
on Japanese history, 15 on
modern social affairs, 11 on
world history and six on poli-

Compensation for sex slaves pushed

-Japanese lawmakers and
citizens supporting efforia to
win redress for former sex
slaves vowed Wednesday to
work closely with their South
Korean counferparis to push
for passage of a compensa-
tlon law for the aging victime.

Three South Korean law-
mekers and representatives
of citizens’ groups were visit-
ing Japan to exchange ideas
with Japanese jawmakers on

day's meeting in Nagaticho,
Tokyo, oppose the govern-
ment-initinted Asian Wom-
en's Fund's aid project and
are demanding the women be
given official compensation
directly from the Japanese
government.

‘Japan and South Korea
signed a treaty In 1045 to irre.
vocably close compensation
{asues for all acts .um com-
mitied before 1044, tncluding

paseing 8 Lo mandating ol
slaw -
vidual compensation to the
victima and the discovery of
facts about the wartime prac-
tice is the only way the wom-
en can restore their dignity.

. "Japan should be & morslly
sdvanced country,” said Lee
Bu Young, vice president of
the o ition Demoeratic
Party. “1t carmot get close (o

tica and economics.

“"Comfort women' are
mentionad in all of the Japs-
nese history texts and at least
eight of the modern social af-
fairs texts, six of the world
history texthooks and three of
the politics and economics
texts.

The ieste la also taken up in
some geography and ethics
texts,

3 y, alt but one high
scmmook on Japanese
history contain sccounts of
the comfort women. The issue
will also be taken up in junior
high school texts for the first
time in the new school year.

The sex-slave issue, inciud-
ing the question of the govern-
ment's responsibility for what
ha remaing a source
of heated debate domestically
and in other parts of Asia (hat
were once subject to Japa-
nese colonial rule or wartime

group former sex simves, spesks during » Tokyo
Mmmmmwmwm

thelr determination te try lo

occupation.

Surviving victims ard their
supporters say the sexual
slavery was a war , e and
Tokyo must pay le, - com-
pensation to the women.

Conservative lawmakers
and scholars in Japan, howev-
er, argue that there is no con-
crete evidence to prove the
women were 'forced” by the
military to serve the seidlers.
They are urging the Educa-
tion Ministry to delete the
“‘comfort women' references
from the textbooks. Some of
them oven claim all the com-
fort women were no different
than paid prostitutes,

The sources raid the minis-
try's approval policy is based
on a final government study
released in August 1963 that
acknowledged the involve-
ment of Japanese authorities
in the operation of frontline
brothela. -

Flilpino war petition

. push a cempensation bill

haw to get the government to  Japan's colonial rule of the economic and political POWeT  ihrough in future Dict ses-  MANILA (UPD) — Philippine
compensate the women, whe  Korean Peninsuls. ouly." - sions, though they admitled women who were | into
were forced to providesex for gy, bas since  Abowt 10J lawmak- the bill would not pass easily. sexual slavery occtw&n'
Japanese soldiers at wartime M"M- ers from v riies, is-  Also present were members  Japanese troops orld
frontline brothels, ponsation'’ citing ithe treaty. the Demoeratic Party  of a Japanese citizens’ group 'War [ began collecting signa-

The South Korean delega- The money from the priv.{c of Japan and the Ja set up in December to de- tures this week for a petition
tion, as well as the J fund is termed “atonement Communist Party, atlended mand a solution to  urging the rejection of war
group, which bosted Wednes-  ‘money,” not compensation,  the meeting. They expressod the sex s.;;;e insue, and violence,
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