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NANJING, China (Kyodo) Some
3,000 Chinese mourned the
victims of the 1937 Nanking

vice Saturday, the 60th anni-
versary of the Japanese inva-
sion into China’s wartime
capital.

The ceremony began at the
Nanking Massacre Memorial
Museum with the sounding of
horns by ships anchored on
the Yangtze River, train
whistles and air-raid sirens.
The ceremony included the
release of 3,000 pigeons.

Children laid wreaths at the
front wall with an engraved
‘message that reads “300,000"
~— the death foll given by Chi-
na from the Japanese mili-
tary’s six-week rampage fol-

Massacre at a memorial ser-

140,000 Chiness civillans and prisoners of war. kvotio PHOTO

lowing the fall of Nanking on
Dec. 13, 1937,

Accurdmg to the Tokyo War
Crimes Tribunals, the massa-
ere claimed more than 140,000
Chinese civilians and prison-
ers of war, making it the
worst atrocity committed by
Japanese forces before and
during World War II.

The memorial ceremony,
sponsored by the Kiangsu
provincial and the Nanjing
municipal governments,
comes amid a surge in patri-
otic fever in the city with the
publication of a photo collec-
tion on the massacre and le-
gal recognition of some 2,000
survivors of the atrocity.

Documents detailing testi-
monies by some 150 survivors
were presented by the Nan-

CHINESE CMUANS MOURN VICT!HS of the Nanklng Massacre at a memorial service hera
Saturday. According to the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunals, the massacre claimed mors than
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China marks Nankmg Massacre

jing Notary Public Associa-
tion to the museum Saturday.

But with this year marking
the 25th annivérsary of the es-
tablishment of Sino-Japanese
diplomatic ties, Chinese me-
dia coverage is more re-
sirained than two years ago
when China launched a media
campaign against Japan's
wartime aggression to com-
memorate the 50th anniversa-
ry of the end of World War I1.

Gen. Iwane Matsui of the
Imperial Japanese Army was
tried after the war as a
Class-A war criminal for his
role as the top cernmander of
the Japanese troops which
captured Nanking, now re-
ferred to as Nanjing, and sen-
tenced to death by hanging.
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War i{eterans recount atrocities in beok

- BEWIING-(Kyodo) A Chinese
author living in Japan has
pubiished a hook of inter-

views with Japanese war.vet-
- erans who recount their feel--

ings on the atrocities commit- -

The book is one of thres re-

" leased by Chinese publishers

to commemorate the Nanjing
Massacre, which began 60

.. years ago Saturday and will
be remembered in a series of.
‘commemorative activities in
. the eastern Chinese city.
.. “Japanese . Devils. as I
- Know Them,” was wiitten by
. Fang Jun, who located and in-
terviewed 19 Japanese war
veterans while working and _ .

+ted during Japan’s invasion of -
- China earlier this century,
state press reported Friday.

studying -in Japan over' the
last six years, the China Daily
reported. = .
*“As the first hook ever pub-
lished in China dealing with
the véteran. Japanese sol-
diers’ wartlme experiences
and current thinking, this
beook confronts the readers.
with horrible details of uin-

.imaginable atrocities of the

Japanese army,” the report
said. o

The veterans are guilt-rid-
den over the war and tortured
by wounds to their bodies and
souls, the report said.

.. Fang estimates thai be-
tween 300,000 and 400,000 war .

véterans are living in Japan,

- with many influenced by the

i

country’s “‘doctripe of
shame.” They bury théir re-
pentance by believing that
‘‘one’ can remain guiltless if
he or she can just cover up his
or her sins,” the report said. -
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lagers, itsaid... .. .
. A man named Matsuj.told .
Fang, ‘‘Rightists are finding .

.excuses for the war, but [

One'of the veterans, idetiti-
fied only as Yamada, told

Fang of his lifelong feelings of
guilt and his iit&bility to con-
fess, despite accusations by
his wife and daughter that he
raped and killed Chinese. <~
. Apother, Suzuki, tell§ of his

-feelings when as a 17-year-old

soldier he was ordered to stab

a young Chinese village boy.

One of Suzuki’s arms was lat-
er severed in a fight with vil-

know through my own experi-
ences that such excises will

"bring no good to the fiiture of
.the Japanese nation.”.
;- More than 140,000 Chinese

civilians and prisoners of war

.died in the Imperial Japanese’

Army’s six-week rampage

following the fall of Nanjing .

in late 1937, according to the
Tokyo War Crimes Tribunals.
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