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- Minister which accompanied the AWF cas

LLOLAS Para Sa Kapayapaan at Kumpensasyon -
(LOLAS Kampanyera) :
Reception Cemers  Unit 101, Bagang Silang Condeminivn, A, Meinaz 51,

Marnetaly CHty, Prifpoina
Postal Address: PO, Eaxy?gg 1ug Mmﬁpl:,‘ Phlliopines

Tel : (832} 423-1680 Fax [633) 928-0437
Ml No. (63917)528-0144  Emal:

30 May 2002

Mr. Junichiro Xotzumi
Prime Minister of Japan

Thvu: The Ambessador of Jepan, the Embassy of Japan

Dear Prime Minister Koizumi,

' We are Lolay Cora Bermejo and Julisna de la Cruz, former sex slaves victims from the

Philippiaes, In 1997 and 1998, due to our personal financial hardships, we applied for

the AWF (Asian Women's Fund) even when we knew that the Fund was simply charity
Money, and not legal compensation. But despite our acocptance, we continue to be

active in our struggle for stete legal compensation because we know that only i the
fulfillment of the legal obligation of the Japanese government can we realize justice and
reclaim our dignity as victims of Japanese sexual slavery in World War I1.

Today, accompanled by the LOLAS Kampanyera_ the Jatest group of former comfort
-women victims, we decided to xeturn the written apalogy letters from the Japanase Prime

h fund distributed to us as part of the peckage.
We express our decp sentiment that the apology letters, unsigned by the Japanese

Premier,when given to us, were insincerc and does not reflect the legal obligation of the
Japaness government which remains unfulfilled up to this day. If your government gives
charity money and not state bompensation, can your Jetter to the victims be sincere?

Therefors, please heed our demand for the Japanese government to settle its past with
honor 2nd digaity to the victims. The war with Japan in WW II is over, but the anguish
and pain we experienced as victims of Japanese wartime sexual slavery remalns,

Sincerely yours,

Lo frrmiy

Lola CORA BERME!Q

Jdulla Gumy
Lola JULIANA DEIA CRUZ

P.3. Attached are the apology letters of the J apanese Premier,
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5 May 2002
Prime Minister of Jagan
Tolgyo, Japan *

RE: Return of Apology Letsar

Dear Prime Minister Koizumi,

In 1892, I was ooe of the victizma thag went public to be recognized aa x

at Kumpaneasyon), I join the monthly demonstration in front of the Japwnass Embassy and Irspularly
visit the members of the Houee of Representatives in the Philippines 1o appeal to them to asgist usin
our demand for state legal compensation and an official apclogy from the JEpanese goveromant

I
: . |
privately funded Asian Women's Fund ts the Filipino
fund becauss this waa charity money, and not the state
have buen demanding.! pratested strongly and for thres

wy hucband's serious medical condition, 1 dacided to
actopt the privataly funded Asian Womsn's Fund. T wag also given an "apology” letter from the

Japanese Premier and from the AWE. Deep inaide of mu, 1 strongly resisted this, g0 even if accopted
the Fund, I continued to join the other vickims in LOLAS in our monthly demonstrationa against the

yaars, | was against the Fund. In 13889, due to

this regard, I would kka to €xpress to you my continued degire to Aght for the legal compensation 2s
the obligation that muat he fulfilled by the Japanese government, And I state that the *apology” latter

Thank you for your attantion, and ! hope stron

gly that you would heed my deepest wish g3 a former
80X glave victim to realize justice befors I dia.

Sincozely yours,

‘}jaw% '
Lola JULIA PORRAS, 75 3
Contact Address: Lolag Kampanyern, Unit 101, BSMRC, P. Martinez Strest, Mandaluyong City, Metro
Manila, Philippines with telefax: (692) 925 94 37 sfla (632) 4931680. -
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LOLAS Para Sa Kapayapaan at Kumpensasyon
(LOLAS Kampanyera)

Reception Center:  Unit 101, Bagong Sliong Condominium, £, Mylnez St .
Mendehsyong Gity, Phillppines

Postal Addreas: PO, Box 199, 1000 Manila, Philiopines
Tal (832 4331880 Fax: (B32) §28-5437
Mobite No. (83017)528.5144  Emei: i

PRESS STATEMENT

For May 30,2002 Filipino Sex Slave Victims Rally

We, the Lolas Kampanyera - victims as wall as supporters, hold our monthly

demonstration and vigil in front of the Japanese Embassy today, May 30, for the year

2002. Our action today wishes to call on Japan to settlo its.past with sincerity, and with
dignity to the victims,

Since 1992, when Lola Rosa Henson, the first Filipino victim, came out to be recognized
as a former Japanese sex slave, we have kept a vigil in font of the J apanese Embassy in
Manila sometimes waekly, sometimes monthly, sometimes once every three months, It is
more than half a century now since the end of World War I1, but the suffering we endured
from the Japanese administered comfort women System — an atrocity of military sexual

slavery, remains until this day. It is because {he Japanese government has not faced wp to
its obligation to legally compensate the victima of sex slavery. .

In 1995, the Japanese government tried to divide the Asian victims unity by offering
charity money to the victims of sex slavery. The F ilipino victirns were the most
vulnerabls, Having received no financial Support and assistance from its own Phi) pine
government, unlika the victims of Korea and Taiwan who were glven financial sypport
by thelr respective governments, a number have opted to apply and accepted the fand
until the AWF finally closed it program last August 2001. Majority of Filipino lalgs..
recejved the fund because of their weak financlal and economic position, However, alb.
have opted to cominue thelr struggle for legal compensation. '

Todgy, three Filipino victims who rec
letters of apology from the Japanese premier bac
Parras returned this apology letter last May 5, 2002 thru a delegetion of Japanese

supporters in Tokyo, Lolas Cora Bermejo and Lola Juliana dela Cruz are returning their

letters today, at the Japanese Embassy in Manila,

We suppart the action of the threa Filipino victims ~ their message is clear. The apology
letters given them, which accompanied the AWF inoney given them, are insincere, AWF
is charity money, not legal compensation. The apology letters should express the
fulfillment of Japan's legal obligation to the victims but it does not. The victims/Lolas
state that the lewers are not aven signed personaily by the Prime Minister, these were only
pro-forma, leuecs. Therefore, they can only accept the apology if state legal compensation
is finally giventhem as. teexpeession of support,
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Letter to Goizumni Junichiro, Prime Minister of Japan

Prime Minister Goizuni Junichiro,

We, representatives of civilian arganizations, individual figures and victims of Japanese
actrocities from different countries have held the Asian Regional Symposium demanding

liquidation of Japan's past in Pyongyang, capital of the Democratic People’s Republic  of

Kores, in which we send this letter to you.

The symposium focused on-the issue that the Japanese authorities should make an immediate
settlement of its past, for the criminal acts of old Japan conceming its invasion against different

countries of Asi constitute a wanton violation of international laws and therefore, belong to the
category of capital crime against humanity,

As you know well, the settlement of Japan’s past is not a new issue.

It i8 an outstanding international issue that has long been discussed hotly not only in victimized
countries but also in the NGOs, the United Nations and other international organizations, and
whose earlier solittion has strongly been urged upon the Japanese authorities.

Although the Japanese authorities have never open the real picture of its past to the public, the

tuth of 2l their crimes against humanity, including the massacre of civilian people, massive

plunder, forced conscription and stave labour in the victimized countries, hes already been

eloquently verified by the victims, offenders, witnesses, researchers, experts and lawyers
throughou the world.

As hag been emphasized in this symposium, all the crimes committed by old Japan allows no
further neglect for their grave and inhumane cheracter.

The intemational jttsﬁce and conscience of humanity, let alone the victims and their bereaved
families, will not tolerate it. ‘

But the attitude of the successive Japanese authorities towards this issue runs headlong against

the expectation of the world people and interational social circles, and is now stirring up
apprehension and indignation of all people.
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1t has been unanimously pointed out in this symposivm that Gemmany, Ttaly and other courtries
have made honest and sincera efforts for the settlement of their wrong past whereas only Japan
obstinately turns blind eye to this international trend.

In fact, in order to cover up their past crimes behind the black eurtain of history and escape from
due apology and compensation instead of liquidating its past, the Japanese authorities are
making all vicious attempts to justify and cover their past even today, the second year of a new
century. They now try to repest its aggressive past with resurrection of militarism and oversess
expedition of the “Self Defense Corps”.

The several visits by you, the supreme representative of the Japanese goverment to
yasukumifinja is nterpreted in this context, giving rise to urging indignation of all social circles.

In particular, the participants in the symposium have strongly denounced Japan for its refusal to
make due apology and compensation, and for its half-a-century-long hostile policy towards
Kares, the most severely victimized country and its neighbqr.

Having reaffirmed that the attitude of the Japanese authorities towards ita past is a wanton
challenge to the demand of the times and grave Insult to victims and victimized countries, the
participants urge you o recognize the responsibility of the Japanese authorities and exercise
your full leadership power to malke right political decisions to the following effectt:

First, the Japanese government must recognize its past of aggression and crimes, and on that
basis, inflict legal punishment on those responsible and make formal apology and acceptable
compensation to all the victims and victimized countries.

Second, the Japanese govemment must refrain from unjust moves to distort history and revive

militarism, and show its will with practical deeds at home and abroad that it will never repeat its
criminal history.

Third, the Japaness govemment must realize the settlement of its past ia the key to the
normalization of DPRE-Japan relations, make honest and sincere approach towards it and bring
about fundamental change of the enachronistic hostile policy towards Korea,

Fourth, the Japanese government must have a correct understanding that an early reunification
of Korea is the only solution to détente and durable stability in the North-east Asia and refrain
from obstructing the implementation of the June 15® North-South Joint Declaration.



. Reiterating the fact that the earlier solution to this issue is of great importance for improving the
moral and intemational irmage of Jepan and promoting genine reconciliation and trust with the
people of Asia, we express our expectation that Your Excellency lend & close ear to the just
public opinion of the world and take positive measures.

“Partcipants in “Asian Regional Symposiun Demanding Liquidation of Japea's Pest”

4% May Juche 91 (2002)
Pyongyang
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