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What are the Aims and objectives of the Asian Women’s Fund?

Now, more than half a century has passed since the war, and we have achieved peace, pros-
perity, and social stability, However, we must never forget the pain and grief of the women
who suffered physically and spiritually as “Comfort Women”.

And it is also true that, today, many women are tormented by unreasonable violence and
inhumane treatment, such as violence toward women under armed conflicts throughout the
world, sexual abuses at war fronts and in communities, and domestic violence and child abuse
in personal relationships, including those within families.

We try to extend atonement and support to those who suffered as the former “Comfort
Women,” as well as to address contemporary issues concerning women’s human rights and
women’s dignity. Because, the Asian Women’s Fund (AWF) is convinced that the violence
against women and violation of women’s human rights, whether they are commited in the past
or present, should not be forgotten, so that the history of “Comfort Women” shall never be
repeated.

The AWF aims to contribute to constructing a society in which peace and human rights are
protected, and to friendship between Japan and other countries including our Asian neigh-
bours, through such activities.
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Purpose of Establishment

To make atonement from the Japanese people to the former “Comfort Women,” and to try to solve
today’s problems regarding women’s honor and dignity, the Asian Peace and People’s Fund for Women
{Asian Women’s Fund) was inaugurated in July 19935, Then it was authorized as a non-profit foundation
on December § of the same year .

By enlightening people, both in Japan and overseas, about the importance of protecting the honor and
dignity of women, and by preventing conduct against women’s dignity, the AWF will implement activities
aimed at building an international society in which such conduct shall never be repeated.

Incorporated Organization / Operation

As an incorporated foundation, the AWF has
a Board of Directors as its decision-making organ,
consisting of people from various fields, including Vice-President

President

lished. It will deliberate and give advice on impor-
tant matters in the Fund’s activities, in response to

requests from the President.
General Atfairs Division Dperation Division Put'ic Relatigns Division

How AWF was Established in 199572

In 1990, the issue of “Wartime Comfort Women” first began to attract public attention. Triggered by
a deliberation in Japanese Diet was the start of this issue. Strong criticism was raised in Korea, because the
Japanese Government had denied involvement of the Japanese military and its soldiers. Then, one former
“Comfort Woman” in Kerea come out in public, to claim Japan’s responsibility.

In addition, data to prove Japanese soldiers’ involvement was discovered. And, the Japanese
Government launched a full investigation into the matter. On July 6, 1992, the Government announced the
First Study Results, and the Second Study Results were announced on August 4, 1993. On announcing the
Second Study Results, Mr. Yohei Kono, the Chief Cabinet Secretary, also made a statement, in which he
acknowledged the following: “This matter is an issue, and through involvement of our military at that
time, we caused deep injury to many women’s honor and dignity. The Government, on this occasion
would like to convey our feeling of apology and remorse to all people, regardless of nationality, who suf-
fered much pain and agony as so-called “Wartime Comfort Women,” and who endured everlasting injury
to mind and body.”

On August 31, 1994, Tomiichi Murayama, the Prime Minister, extended his most sincere apologies
and remorse to all women who underwent immeasurable and painful experiences and suffered incurable
physical and psychological wounds as “Comfort Women,” in his statement about the S0th anniversary of
the end of the war. And he also stated his intention to search for a way to obtain broad national participa-
tion, so that all the people of Japan could share such feeling. Following that, the three ruling parties (the
LDP, the Social Democrats, and the New Party Sakigake) jointly inaugurated, the “The Issue of 50 Years
After the War Project,” and established a “Subcommittee such issues as “Wartime Comfort Women™ Issue
and Others.” After consideration, they prepared their First Report on December 7, 1994,

The report said that “Japan must take its responsibility from the moral viewpoint,” and it was also
announced, in the report, that “Japan will express atonement from the people of Japan, based on our feel-
ing of remorse and apology.” To be more specific, it was announced that Japan would establish a citizen’s
fund and carry out atonement activity for the former “Comfort Women,” while at the same rime support-
ing any activities that aim to solve problems concerning the honor and dignity of women. And in order to
achieve these, the Subcommittee asked the Government to support the Fund, as much as possible, in vari-
ous forms including contribution of funds.

Following the Subcommittee’s report, the Government appropriated a subsidy to the Fund, in the bud-
get of fiscal 1995. And on June 14, Mr. Kozo Igarashi, the Chief Cabiner Secretary, announced the estab-
lishment of the “Asian Peace and Friendship Fund for Women” {provisional name), the Government’s role,
and the names of the Fund’s advocates. On July 18, Advocates’ addresses and a letter from the Prime
Minister were announced. On the following day, a Board of Directors meeting was held, and the “Asian
Peace and People’s Fund for Women” (abbreviation: Asian Women’s Fund) was officially started. At the
end of July, Mr. Bunbei Hara, a former speaker of the House of Councilors, assumed the office of presi-
dent of the Fund. In September 2000, former Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama became president of the
Fund.

Advisory Commitlee

learned men and women. :
Also, an Advisory Committee has been estab- Board of Directors Councilar Committee
Secrefariat (Executive Director)
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History
Dec. 1991

July 6, 1992

Aug. 4, 1993

Aug. 31, 1994

Jun. 9, 1995

Jun. 14, 1995

Jul. 18, 1995

Jul. 19, 1995
Aug. 11, 1995

Dec. 8, 1995

Jan. 6, 2001

The Government started the fact-finding study on the issue of the so-called “Wartime Comfort
Women.”

The Government publicly announced the results of its first study, “The issue of the so-called
“Wartime Comfort Women.™

The Government publicly announced the results of its second study, “The issue of the so-
called "Wartime Comfort Women.™

Chief Cabinet Secretary Mr. Yohei Kono released his “Chief Cabinet Secretary Statement
Regarding the Results of the Study on “Wartime Comfort Women.™

Prime Minister Mr. Tomiichi Murayama stated his intention ot searching for a way to obtain
broad national participation, expressing again his “sincere apologies and remorse” in his
“Statement of the Prime Minister” regarding the so-called “Comfort Women.”

The “Resolution to make a fresh determination on peace by learning from history” passed the
plenary session of the House of Representatives.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Mr. Kozo Igarashi announced proposed objectives of the “Asian
Peace and Friendship Fund for Women" (provisional name), the Government's role, and the
names of the Fund's proponents.

The ‘Advocates’ Address’ of the advocates and remarks by Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayama were issued.

The AWF was established, with offices in Minato Ward, Tokya.

The Government announced that the Cabinet has given its consent to cooperation with the
activities of the AWF.

The AWF was authorized by the Prime Minister’'s Office and the Foreign Ministry to establish
it as a non-profit foundation.

Along with the rearganization of the Central Government Ministries, the AWF is now under
the jurisdiction of Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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The building housing the offices of the AWF
A (Minato Ward, Tokyo)
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The Japanese People’s Atonement Project to the

Former “Comfort Women”
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Japanese Government is used for
Medical/ Welfare Support Projects
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Atonement Money
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The Philippines
The AWF provides atonement money to those former “Comfort ' {Aug. 13, 1996-Aug. 12, 2001)

Women,” living in the Philippines, Korea, and Taiwan, amounting + Korea {Jan. 11, 1997-Jan. 10, 2002)

two million yen for each person from Japanese People’s donation. | Tamwan (May 2, 1997-May 1, 2002)
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Ms. Maria Rosa L. Henson (center) said, “My dream that | had thought impossible, came true. G HFHER (199655H240)

I am very happy,” at a press inlerview at a delivery ceremony held in the Philippines (Aug. 14, Former “Comfort Women™ visited the secre-
1996). tariat of the AWF, President Hara listened to

their claims. (May. 24, 1936).
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Medical and Welfare Assistance Projects
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With the money contributed by the Japanese Government, the AWF provides the former “Comfort
Women” in the Philippines, Korea, and Taiwan, with medical and welfare support, including the provi-
sion of nursing care products, like wheelchairs, as well as nursing services, pharmaceutical goods and
medicines, housing improvement, etc. talking into account the current situation and requests of each
former “Comfort Women”.

Also in Indonesia, we support social welfare project for aged people conducted by their Government.
In the Netherlands, we supported the “Project to provide goods and services in the medical and welfare
field conducted by the Project Implementation Committee in the Netherlands”. The project in the
Netherlands completed in July 2001.

Period of applicalion for “Atonement Projects™ |
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Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan
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The Government of Japan, recognizing that the suffering inflicted upon
the former *Comfort Women” was a grave affront ro the honor and dignity
of women, has publicly expressed its sincere apologies and remorse. Together
with the atonement money, a letter from the Prime Minister expressing these

sentiments is extended to each victim,
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Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan
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Letter from the President of the Asian Women’s Fund
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Tomiichi Murayama, president of the AWF, sends a letter to each of the former “Comfort Women”
explaining the purposes of the AWF’s activities for aronement, when the atonement money is delivered.
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Messages from Japanese Contributors
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The AWF receives many messages from individuals and citizen’s groups together with donations.
The AWF translates these supportive messages that express the feeling of from each contributor and
deliver them to the former “Comfort Women.”

BEELBIEHFEOSNDMEENSOA viE—Y
Messages received from contributors in addition to donations
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Programs Underscoring the Lessons of History
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One of the pillars of the AWF's project is to transmit the lessons of history to the future generations |
$0 as not to repeal the past mistake. So far, the AWF has carried out collection and perusal, and pub-
lishing of materials in Japan and overseas, including the five-volume “Government Survey on “Comfort
Women”; Collection of Refated Data.”

|
N e L




ZEORELEHICEHDDIERE

Project Related to Women’s Honor and Dignity
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Enlightenment Project Regarding the Importance of Human Rights
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Through TV programs and seminars, and publication of *Fund News,” posters, and booklets, the

AWF carries our enlightenment activities to secure recognition of the importance of protecting women’s
rights throughout society.
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Project to Prevent Activities such as Crimes
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The AWF promotes information sharing and exchange of opinions and views, and sharing con-

sciousness with people who conduct crime prevention activities in Japan and overseas, in hosting inter-
national conferences and forums.
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£ o International Conference on
~% Teatticking in Women and Female
Children and Their Emigration”
(Nov, 3, 1998)
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EFFECTIVE REGIONAL COOPERATION
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The 7th International Conference on Crime Prevention and Criminal A specialists’ conference and open forum on "Women and

Justice was held jointly. (Nov. 2000, in New Delhi, India) Violence™ (Sept. 2000, in Kyoto)
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Support Project for Groups Tackling Today’s Women’s Problems
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The AWF supports activities of private nonprofit organizations (NGOs and NPQOs) that tackle with
today’s problems regarding women’s human rights.
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Project to Cultivate Supporters to Help Victims
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The AWF holds training seminars and lectures to cultivate supporters to help victims of violence
against women.
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Workshops for supporters being held (Tokyo)
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Research and Study Project on Women’s Human Rights, etc.
KEDOAEZ UL T HHET ) DH L EICHTLHERCHEDOLEMS X UKL T, Al
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The AWF conducts and supports research and study on ways methods to create a society that
respects women's human rights. The AWF also provides information on its activities.,
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Seminar on Domestic Violence (Tokya)
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Messages from Japanese Contributors

== | have been thinking for a long time that, as a Japanese, I would like to atone to

the former so-called “Comfort Women.” Now I am grateful for being given a
chance to do so, as the AWF has been established. {A 33-year-old man from
Utsunomiya city)

All the teachers in our school collected contributions. Please accept these. (High
school teachers from Mito city)

I heard that, the Korean people have refused to accept atonement money from
the AWF, saving that the AWF is keeping the responsibitity of the Japanese
Government out of sight. I think government reparations must be given anyway.
But I would like them also to consider that this could be more valuable than gov-
ernment reparations paid out of taxes, as it contains our feelings as individual cit-

izens. I feel sad, as our feelings seem not vet to be understood. (A woman from
Ota Ward, Tokyo)

I don’t have military experience, but I learned about the former “Comfort
Women,” and [ am angry and also ashamed, as a Japanese, about crue! things the
former Japanese armed forces did to many Asian women. At the same time, |
would like to express to the former “Comfort Women” my apology and my feel-
ing to seek atonement. 1 hope, from the bottom of my heart, that all former
“Comfort Women” will accept the atonement money from the AWF. As [ am a
pensioner, this is just a small sum of money. But this is to show my feelings. I
would like to. So let me contribute again. (A 73-year-old man from Kobe city)

I am sending a small sum of money for the second time. I hope foreign people
who are involved will understand thar this kind of well-intentioned money,
which contains individual citizen’s feelings, is more valuable than formal repara-
tions by the Government. (A woman from Yokohama city) -

Due to the divided opinions, I was about to consider stopping future donations.
Now I read the materials you sent me. If there is at least one woman who agrees
with these activities, I think this Fund is very meaningful in asking more people
to understand the feeling of Japanese people Mr. Tomiichi Murayama who newly
became president of the Fund, please do your best. And many thanks for your
efforts. (A woman from Neyagawa city, Osaka)

I am a pensioner. Though it is a small sum, let me send it to you. {A man from
Soka city, Saitama)

I feel sad that acts perpetrated by people in power during our former generations
put a burden on descendants who are not directly related to them. But I accept
the responsibility of these ancestors, and I would like to atone and apologize, to
the last, as a descendant. I hope you distribute the money directly to the people
who have sad memories, and 1 am eager to see the atonement be accepted by
them. I trust it to your good offices. (A woman from Kokubunji city, Tokyo)
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President:

Vice-President:

Tomiichi Murayama

Former Prime Minister

Mobuo Ishihara

Research Institute for Local Government, President
Former Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary

Yoshiko Otaka

Former Member of the House of Councilors

Executive Direc.... & Chair:

Director:

W Auditor {1}:

B Councilor {6):

Momoyo Ise

Former Director, Specialist Services Division, Office of Human Resources Management U.N.
Makiko Arima

Journalist,

Former Japanese Representalive to the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women
Shinkichi Eto

President, Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin University;

Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

Yasuaki Onuma

Professor, University of Tokyo

Teruko Kanehira

Former Vice-Gavernor of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government

Tadayoshi Kusano

Chairman, Japan Trade Union Confederation

Mitsuko Shimomura

Journalist

Kenji Okabe

Vice-President of Executive Committee, All Japan Prefectural and Municipal Workers' Union
Isamu Miyazaki

Former Minister of state, Directer-Berreral of the Economic Planning Agency
Tatsuo Yamaguchi

Former Ambassador to Singapore and then to Spain

Haruki Wada

Prafessor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

Yutaka Hashimoto

Parmanent Director, Seibi Gakuen School

Ryoko Akamatsu

Farmer Minister of Education

Ichiko Ishihara

Auditor, Nippon Biological, Inc

Sumio Edamura

Adviser, Sumitomo Corp.

Former Ambassador to Russia

Seiko Hayashi

Vice-Chairman, Japan Trade Union Confederation

Aiko Noda

Attorney

Kaichiro Kino

Special Adviser, Daiwa Institute of Research

Former Secretariat Councilor of Management & Coordination Agency

B Advisory Committee (9}

Chair:

Members:

Yozo Yokota

Professor, Chuo University:

Senior Advisor 1o the Rector of U.N. University;

Member of Sub-commission an the Promation and Protection of Human Rights
Takanori Aeba

Member of the Japan-Korea Cultural Exchange Council

Soji Takasaki

Professor, Tsuda College

Shigeki Yamaguchi

Director of Political Department, All Japan Prefectural and Municipal Workers' Union
Kuniko Nonaka

Attorney,

Chairman of the Committee on Women's issues, National Federation of Consullative Assemblies of Civil Liberties
Commissioners

Hiroke Hashimoto

Professor, Jumonji Gakuen Women's University

Yoko Hayashi

Allorney

Tatsuo Yamaguchi

Former Ambassadaor to Singapore and then o Spain

Haruki Wada

Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

(As of October, 2001)
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