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¢ Cbiﬁfbrt women’
fund is planning
to borrow money

Due to a lack of contribu-
tions, the government-initiat-
ed Asian Women's Fund will
borrow money from a finance
company so it can pay ‘“con-
solation money” te Japan's
wartime sex slaves, a busi-
ness source said Wednesday.

The fund will borrow ¥24¢
million frem a finance com-
pany affiliated with a major
bank, having member compa-
nies of the Japan Federation
of Economic Organizations
(Keidanren) as guarantors,
the source told The Japan
Times. )

An official decision is likely
to be taken during a board
meeting to be held Friday
night to use the ¥240 million
to pay ¥2 million to each of
approximately 300 former sex
slaves from South Korea, the
Philippines and Taiwan.

Plans to make payments to
former comfort women from
the Netherlands, China,
Myaemar and Indonesia are
still on hold.

Officials of the finance com-
pany, Keidanren or the fund
were not available for com-
ment,

The controversial fund had
received ¥360 million in con-
tributions as of early May,
which would cover a liitle
more than half of the planned
payments. The contributions
came mainly from individu-

als, government officials and
fabor unions.

Discussions and negotld-
tions on how to gather the re-
maining money have been the
main focus for the past
month.

Although there were moves
to get the government to cov-
er the shortage or guarantee
the loans, the government
turned down the requests cit-
ing its long-heild stance that
the issue of official compensa-
tion has been resolved by the
San Francisco Peace Treaty
or by bilateral treaties.

Earlier this month, Bumbei
Hara, former Upper House
member and director of the
fund’s beard urged Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
to renew his appea! to the na-
tion’s four business organiza-
tions to increase their contri-
butions. Hashimoto promised
to take such action.

However, Keidanren decid-
ed not to make an official con-

tribution teo the fund, fearing -

that shareholders of its mem-
ber companies might file law-
suits protesting against such
donations or that it may face
boycotts.

For these reasons Keidan- -

ren cannot take the responsi-
hility and has decided to have
its member companies be-
come guaranfors, the source
explained.
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ara dénies *45 destruction of war crimes info

said. ““Much less did I ever do

CONTINUED FAGM PAGE 1 _
cupation troops. The orders
were conveved by Hara, Oku-
no himself and two others, he
said, .

It is not clear what kind of
docyraents were actually
dest{ “=d. Butexperts on the
issue™of comfort women say
the papers may have included
information on the wartime
brothels, hecause they be-
lieve. the Interior Ministry
was deeply involved in war-
time policy, including the es-
tablishment of the brothels.

For example, a wartime

document; which was discov-

ered at the National Archives
in 1992, touches on the estab-
lishiient of brothels to serve
Chinese who were brought to
Japan as fofced laborers. The
1843 document, sent by the In-
terior Ministry’s Policé Ad-
ministration Bureau to the in-
spector general of the Metro-

. politan Police Department

and the prefectural gover-
nors.-includes an item con-
cerr( brothels for the work-
ers. }

Hara has flatly denied de-
stroying such documents.

“] never heard of an order
to destroy decuments,” he

1

i-Iara sald he had never

known of the existence of
comfort women unti! recent-
ly, when the women came for-
ward demanding an apology
and official compensation.

“1 was drafted by the army
and went to Manchukueo from
1937 to 1940, but I never saw
brothels,”” he said, adding he
was never involved in the mil-
itary brothels in Japan.

Hara said he assumed the
post at the fund bécause “as a
former official of the prewar
government” he feels he must
do something {o express his
regrets,

- In a symposium held in Sep-

tember 1970, Okuno said:
“There were several orders.
What I remember is to de-
stroy official documents and
to give all army-owned goods
to civilians.

“Some orders were not
written out of fear that the Al-
lied Forces could find them
anytime after Aug. 15 (1M5).
They were conveyed by Bum-
bei Hara, Yosoji Kobayashi,
Yoshic Miwa and myself,” he
said.

Okuno made similar state-

ments in 1960 and 1988, The
records of his speeches at
symposiums for former Inte-
rior Ministry officials were
published in a newsletter for
ex-Interior Ministry bureau-
crats,

Hara said Okuno must have
remembered those names in-
correctly.

But Okunc recently con-
firmed his statement, saying
there was no mistake in what
was written in the magazines.

Miwa, who is now a lawyer,’

also said: ““I remember so. It
was four of us who were told
to convey the order.”

Since he was stationeéd in
(Osaka at the time, Miwa was
in charge of the Kansai and

Shikoku regions. Okuno said

he went to Nagoya. Both,
however, do not remember
which region Hara was as-
signed to cover.

Both Okuno and Miwa said
they burned all documents
which “should not be discov-
ered” by the Allied Forces.

‘Consolation’ unfixed

Key members of the Asian
Women's Fund failed Friday
to decide how much “consola-
tion money” to give Japan's

former wartime sex slaves,
saying they are umable to
come up with & figure before
getting details of a letter that
will be sent to the women
from Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto,

- When the money is distrib-
uted to the former “comfort
women” in South Korea, the
Philippines and Talwan, the
government also plans to
send them the prime minis-
ter's letter expressing Ja-
pan’s ‘‘apology and regret”
for ils wartime beliavior.
According to the members,
officials of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office failed to give
them details of the planned
letier’s contents, saying they
were still working on it.

The members said they
cannot decide on the distribu-
tion of the money until they
learn exactly how Hashimoto
will express his apology to the
women, who were forced into
sexual slavery for Japanese
soldiers.

Hashimoto has so far not
made clear if he is going to
offer an outright apology.

The members will meet
again on June 4,
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" held starice not to pay official

— /«xr Pe Tapun i
Sex-slave
By NAOMI HIRAKAWA
Statf witter

Bumbei Hara, chairman of

government initiated
Asi Women's  Fund,
-destk ad officlal documents

at the end of the war to cover
up Japan s war cnmes wom-
en's ‘groups working in sup-
port of the wartime sex slaves
for Japanese soldiers alleged
Friday.

The gz‘oups uiged hiin to

take responsibility for his

past actions and-stop follow-
ing the government's long-

compensation or apologize to

" the women, who were euphe-

Lt 1 1 e

mistically known as “mili-
tary comfort women.”"

Hara, 82, a former presi-
dent of the Upper House,
called the allegation “ground
less.” Bui his formier col-
leagues told The Japan Times

. that he was among the Interi-

or stry officials who had

~ been*w. dered to destroy docu-

ments that the government
wanted to hide from the Allied
Occupation forces, It was not
clear if any of the documents
in question were pertaining to
the wartime brothels.

Hara has also denied ever

de chief accused of coverup

BUMBEI HARA, head of the Aslan Women's Fund, receives a

letter of protest from representatives of women’s groups Fri-

day. SATOKO KAWASAKI PHOTQ

seéing a sex-slave brothel
du_ring his roilitary stint in Ja-
pan’s wartime puppet state in
Manchuria.

In their letter of protest
handed to Hara, the groups
charged that the former law-
maker, who was an official of
the Interior Ministiry before
the war’'s end, was “‘the per-

son who plotted and joined the -

maove to destroy evidence of
Japan’s war crimes.”’

The ministry, which wield-
ed powerful authority in pre-
war and warlime Japan, was

dissolved after the nation’s
surrender in 1945,

The liaison council consists’

of more than 50 women’s
groups, including the Nation-
a! Christian Council. .

They claim Hara played an
important role in hiding the
Imperial Japanese military’s
crimes at the war's end, and
that as the Asian Women's

-Fund chief, he is again help-

ing the government dodge its
legal responsibility over Ja-
pant's wartime sexual slavery
practice,

They said HMara's actions
symholize the governtent's
postwar attitude toward its
war crimes,

The controversial fund was.

established last July to collect
private-sector donations to
make a one-time payment to
women who were forced to
prowde sex to Imperial sol-
diers. -

The plan was devised by the
administration of then Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama
as an alternalive to direct
payments -from the govern-
ment, which has ruled out in-
dividual compensation to vic-
tims of Japan's wartime ac-
tions.

Their allegations are based
on statements by Hara’s war-
time colleague, Seisuke Oku-

from the Liberal Democratic
Party.

Okuno said shortly after the
government decided Japan
would surrender, he compiled
a draft of orders to the Impe-
rial forces and local govern-
ments, -including one to de-
stroy all official decuments
that should be kept away
from the eyes of the Allied Oc-
CONTINGER DM PARE 3
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~-A copy of the apolo
( © given’ to each former:

- Prime Ministéer Ryutaro
Hashimoto said Tuesday that
an apology he will nmiake to
women forced inte wartime
sexual slavery for the Imperi-
al Japanese Army should ex-
press remorse but shoutd not
open the gates for compensa-
tion suits against the state.

Hashimoto told reporters in
the Diet building that the let-
ter should “express remorse
because the greatest possible
indignity was committed
against the women,”

make sure the content of the
letter does not lead to individ-
-ual sults being lodged.”

is to

‘comfort woman” together

= DG T T E
Hashimbto fears

‘At the same time, I must .

with lump-sum payments
from a special government-
led private fund known as the
Asian Women’s Fund. .
The fund, launched last Ju-
ly with the goal of cellecting
¥1 billion in donations from
the Japanese public by the

end of March 1996, has so far-

broight in only about ¥340
mitlion,

Many former comfort wom-
en and organizations stpport-
ing them say the government
should abandon its attempis
to get the private sector to do-
nate to the fund and instead
have payments made on be-
half of the state. :

Chief Cabinet Secretary Se-
iroku Kajiyama said, ‘*(Some
people) are saying that there

is an impression that Hashi-
moto is receding on the issue

compared to former Prime

Minister (Tomiichi} Mura-
yama.

But the prime minister
has been repeatedly saying
that the letter is necessary
and that only providing mon-
ey (for those women) would
not be ennugh,” he added.

Kajiyama went on to say
that the government is work-
ing on the wording of the let-
ter and that he expects “the
soul” that is expressing
“‘apology and regret” will be

+in evidence,

The fund plans to start ex-

tending ¥2 million to each

comfort women from South
Korea, the Philippines and

apology may bring suits

'} Comfort women’ letter SHGUId not open gates to litigation, he says

Taiwan this summer.

But the fund's board mem-
bers refused to give a final
green light to the plan last
Friday because they said they
could not get sufficient infor.
mation from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office on how sincere the
letter will be. |

Compared to Murayama,
who heads the Social Demo-
cratic Party, Hashimoto of
the Liberal Democratic Party
is regarded as less eager to
face problems related {o Ja-
pan’s wartime rvesponsihili-
ties.

Kajiyama said that no
wording was ever prepared
}yhen Murayama was in of-
ice.
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