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FROM THE VERNACULAR PRESS

7 ‘6 SoparTiwen

Really sex ‘slaves?

The government-initiated
Asian Women’s Fund has de-
cided to pay a lump sum of
more than ¥2 million to each
of the wartime comfort wom-
en. The fund said the pay-
ments were “‘compensation
money,"’

The fund is financed by pri-
vate charities and contribu-
tions from business groups.
Some women's groups have
refused to receive the lump
sam, demanding compensa-
tion from the Japanese gov-
ernment.

They are finding increasing
sympathy within the fund it-

self. But the official view re-
mains unchanged: The issue
of government compensation
has been resolved legally with
respect to South Korea and
the Philippines, though not
Taiwan.

The issue of comfort women
has censiderably tarnished
Japan’s reputation. At the
United Nations, a special re-
porter told the Human Righis
Committee that they were
“sex slaves.”

Politicians, anti-Japanese
intellectuals and the media
are responsible for turning
the issue into a major interna-
tional controversy. The hig-

gest mistake was that of then
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yo-
hei Kono, who said in August
1993 that those women were
taken forcibly, using words
like “‘as a whele” and “under
duress."

Some say a political settle-
ment was reached: South Ko-
rea would not demand com-
pensation from Japan if Ja-
pan would apologize. The
Murayama administration
used this politically and es-
tablished the Asian Women's
Fund.

Whether the comfort wom-
en were taken forcibly is
questionable. Many have tes-
tified that most comfort wom-

en were prostitutes who
worked on a commercial ba-
sis.

Nonetheless, all history
textbooks that will be used
next year in junior high
school mention the issue as a
Japanese crime. What will be
the educational effect of writ-

- ing such things without de-

monstrative proof?

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto said letters of
apology and repentance will
be sent together with the pay-
ments. Instead, he shouid
make every effort to regain
Japan’s dignity. _

Sankei Shimbun (June &)
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SENDAL, Miyagl Pref. (Kyodo)
Former Prime Minister To-
miichi Murayama on Satur-
day criticized former Fiduca-
tion Minister Scisuke Okuno
for denying that wartime sex
slaves of the Imperial Japa-
nese armed forces were
forced into prostitution,

Murayama, head of the So-
cial Democratic Party, said
that Qkuno’s remark harms
the relationship of trust be-
tween Japan and other Asian
nations and damages Japan's
national interests,

“The Miyazawa Cabinet
has already admitted the Jap-
anese state’s involvement (in
forcing military sex slaves in-
to prostitution) and the gov-
ernment has been making ef-
forts for atonement,” Mura-
yama said at a news confer-
ence here. ,

On Friday, Foreign Minis-
ter Yukihike Ikeda also
voiced concerns about the
negative effect of Okune's re-
cent remarks on Japan’s rela-
tions with its Asian neighbors.

“1 will make efforts to pre-
vent the misunderstanding
that many Japanese share
this view,” lkeda said at a
session of the Lower House
Foreign Affairs Committee,

*The Japanese government
has deep feelings of remorse
and apology (toward the vie-
tims),” he said.

On Tuesday, Okuno, a Lib-

eral Democratic Party mem-
ber of the Lower House, said
that the women had simply
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Murayama slams Okun
for sex slave comments

been recruited into a “com-
mercial aclivity.”

Okuno leads a parliamenta-
ry group of move than 100 Di-
ot members from the LDP
who deny that Japan waged a
war of aggression. _

Historians say that up to

200,000 women, mainly from
the Korean Peninsula, which
was then under Japanese co-
lonial rule, were forced into
sexual slavery in military
brothels for the Japancse ar-
my. .
South Korean Prime Minis-
ter Lee Soo Sung on Friday
criticized Okuno and other
Japanese lawmakers for hav-
ing made remarks in defense
of Japan's wartime forcing of
Korean women into sexual
slavery, the Yonhap News
Agency reported.

“They (the Japanese politi-
cians) would never have
made such absurd remarks if
their children had been vie-
timized (as sex slaves),” Lee
reportedly said, after pre-
senting awards to two people
who run a house where for-
mei so-called “comfort wom-
en’’ live together.

It is not appropriate to call
these wemen “Teishintai’ or
wartime comfort women be-
cause they were forcibly
raped,” the prime minister
was quoted as saying.

North Korea said Saturday
that Okuno’s remark was a
*deliberate attempt to avoid
Japan’s responsibility under
international law.”
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Sex slaves lash out at LDP h

People warking to Support
the cause of women forced in-
to sexual slavery for Japa-
nese warlime troops voiced
anger Wednesday over re-
marks made by two veteran
LDP lawmakers.

On Tuesday, Lower House
member Seisuke Okuno, one
of the Liberal Democratic
Party’s hardline nationalists,
claimed at a news conference
thal the women were simply
recruited and that they took
part in a “commercial activi-
ty-,D

““The Japanese forces may

have arranged transportation
for them to go to the war
fronts for their job, but didn’t
Eor(:{' *hem to go,” said Oku-
no, 3 rmer education minis-
iler,
Okuno made the remarks
iiter launching a new group
i LDP Diet members who re-
J'use to admit that Japan
vaged a war of aggression.

A total of 116 LDP members
rom both houses of the Dijet
sined the group. The 116 op-
osed a Lower House resolu-
lon adopted in June 1995 that
xpressed “‘deep remorse’
w Japan’s colonial rule of
12 Korean Peninsula and for
acts of aggression’ before
nd during World War ii.

Later the same day, Tada-
hi Hagaki, who also joined

the group, met with one of the
former sex slaves from South
Korea and denied the Imperi-
al forces’ involvement in
frontline brothels.

Contradicting the govern-
ment’s official statement in
1993 that acknowledged its in-
volvement in the recruitment
of ““military comfort wom-
en,’”” the Upper House law-
maker, a former soldier, said,
“I don’t admit what the gov-
ernment said. There were no
official documents proving
the forcible recruitment.”

The Korean woman told
Itagaki, “Why can you say
such a thing when I am sitting
in front of you? Your attitude
of not admitting the fact
stains my soul.”

The woman, who wanied
her name withheld, said she
was bewildered and angered
by *‘such a shameless, selfish
perception™ of histery.

Keiko Usuki, who accompa-
nied the woman at the meet-
ing, said, “Even if the prime
minister says he will apolo-
gize (to the former sex
staves), I doubt that the LDP,
which the prime minister

. heads, regrets (what the na-

tion did to the comfort wom-
en)."

In a statement released
Wednesday, a group of Kore-
an residents in Japan criti-

A SOUTH KOREAN woman who was forced Into sexual servl-

Y6096 Jopor ]ives

tude for the Japanese military takes issue with LDP veteran
Tadashi Itagaki, who denies that imperial forces ran frontline

brothels.

¢ized the iwo lawmakers as
well as the newly formed LDP
group, saying Japanese offi-
cials had been punished at
war tribunals by the Allied
powers for recruiting women
into sexual slavery,

The statements by Okuno
and Itagaki not only deny the
historical facts but also show
that the ideas that promoted
Japan’s invasion of neighbor-
ing countries are still deeply
rooted in this country, the Ko-
rean residents’ group said.

Don't ask: Hashimoto

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto told reporters
Wednesday not to ask him to
comment on remarks by a
tawmaker from his Liberal

Democratic Party denying
that Japan forced Asian wom-
en into sexual servitude be-
fore and during World War I1,

When a reporter in the Diet.
building began to ask him
about the matter by saying,
"“Yesterday, Heuse of Repre-
sentative member (Seisuke)
Okuno said there were no
comfort women . . . ,” Ha-
shimoto interrupted and said,
“Let’s not discuss such a sub.
tect.”

“We have various sensitive
issues (belween Japan and
South Korea) such as Take-
shima,” he said, referring to
a bilateral territorial dispute
over islets in the Sea of Ja-
pan, called Tok-do in South
Korea.
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