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Hashimeoto to consider
early aid for sex slaves

_Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto pledged Thursday
to consider the early imple-

-mentalion of health and wel-

fare assistance for some 300
Asian women. who were
forced into wartime sexual
slavery for Japariese troops,
the héad of a fun to help the
victims said.

Bunbei Haia, president of

the government-injtiated pri-

-vate Asian Women's Fund,

visited Hashimoto and asked
for-an early implementation

of the ¥700 million welfare

project over 10 years, which
will be paid for by the govern-
ment, _ _
Hara guoted Hashimoto as
saying, -‘‘There may be the

| need of implementing pro-

jects altogether at the first
stage. I'd like to consider the
Issute with flexibility, depend-
ing on the reality and necessi-
ty.l'l

Hashimoto has promised to
write a ietter of apology that

will be submitted at the time
the money ‘is offered.

Otficials at the 1-year-old'

fund decided last Friday to
pay ¥2 million edch to 300
surviving “‘comfort women”
in South Korea, the Philip-
pines and Taiwan, as well as
carrying out the ¥700 million
health and welfire project.

Some of the women, howev-
er, have made it known that
they will not take anything
from the ‘‘private” fund,
which is based on donations
from the Japanese public.
They are demanding direct
compensation frem the Japa-
nese government.

‘Historians estimate that up
to 200,000 women, mostly
from the Korean Peninsula
but also from the Philippines,
Indonesia, China and other
countries, were forced into
sexual slavery in frontline
brothels by the Imperial Jap-
anese Army bhefore and dur-
ing World War II,
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Payoff of ‘comfort women’ unlikely to end debate

By AKO WASHIO and
KAORUKO AlTA
e wriery

With the annowncernent of &
financial consclation and as-
sistance package Friday, will

ANALYSIS

former “military comfort
women” r that Japan
has aceepied sufficient re-
sponsibility for having forced
the women int0 sexual siav-
ery before and during Werld
War I1*

The answer seems to be
“no,” gecording to analysts.

S 5k i e R L i

Under the terms of the
package, the Asian Women's
Fund hopes to next month

start distributing ¥2 million.

in consolation money to each
of the approximately 160
South Koreans, 107 Filipinos
and 33 Talwanese women
forced into sexual slavery for
Imperial Japanese armed
forces.

The women will also. re-
ceive a total of ¥700 million in
medical, housing and weifare
services within the next 10
years,

Although the exact amount
each of the wornen will re-
ceive in welfare services has

not been announced, each

South Korean and Taiwanese’

is expected to receive ser-
vices worth &s much-as Wi
million. and' each Filipine to
receive services worth ¥i
million, according to & fund
official. The difference re-
fiects. the economic levels in
the nations.

The atonement money will
be provided together. with-a
jetter of apology from Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimaoto,
in which he is expected to ac-
knowledge *‘moral responsi-
bility’* for the former sex
slaves.

The government-ipitiated

fund has heen controversial
right from its establishment
fast July.

This coniroversy stems
mainly from the fact that the
fund was established asan al-
ternative to-Tokyo paying di-
rect compensation to individ-
ual women.

The government aintains
that Jagan's legal responsi-
bility has aiready been con-
cluded with the sigring of a
number of treaties.

Opponents claim that the
furid only blurs the govern-
ment’s respopsibility for ex-
tending individual compensa-

iy

Ty
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tion to the former sex staves.

Even many supporters of
the furxd admit that a private
Fund is not the best solution.

But they say that realisti-’

cally, the fund is better than
leaving the issne wmresolved,
taking into consideration the
government’s determination
10 stick by its- interpretation
of the legal aspects znd aiso
the aging of the victims.

But even among these sup-
porters, some question wheth-
er the fued’s package is the
best Japan ean offer under
the current conditons, inchud-
ing the legal restraints.

On top of this, most victims

e b T A R A P R T T T 7 1 e

are expected o refuse {0 ac-
cept the alonement money
and roedical and wellare as-
sistance, as they are demand-
ing direct compensation and 2
ciear apclogy from the gov-
ernrent

Yasuakx- i Onuma, one of the
campaigpers for the fund,
said the fund has achieved

some of ifs aims becawse i

bas collected donatiors from
ordinary Japznese people
who sincerely wish to atone
for Japan forcing the women
into sexua! siavery.

The fand also made the re-

=~/
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Atonement cash unlikely to end story

CONTINGED FROM PAGE 1
a loiter of apology,

But Onuma, a professer of
International law at the Un!-
versity of Tokyo, said he s
{ar irom complelely satirfied.
with the outcome, C

“When the fund was estab-
lished last year, the govern-
ment side shared to a certain
level our aim Lo work hard for
the victims,” Onuma said.
“Bul this sympathy on the
government's side has weak-
ened.””

*&nd of course, the amount
of the atonement money is not
enyugh,” he said. “In addl.
tion, the Y700 miltion In medi-
cal and welfaro services is an
incredibly small amount com-
pared to the amount we had
expetied in the beginning.”

‘The fund orf lnallthied {o
extend ¥3 mitlion to cach vic-
tini. But the fund was forced
to trim this amount to ¥3 mil-
lion beeatise it his oty been
able {0 collect a total of V414
million 53 far, far short of jis
original - though unofficlal
— target of ¥1 billion.

The fund thersfore urged
the govérniment to make up
for the shorifalt by Increasing
the amount to be spent on wel-
fare services,

Bul many of the fund mem-
bérs stiil want to lncrease the
money for wellare services to
more than Y700 mitlion and at
the same time Mmﬂl‘d
the, Introduction of ser-
vices from-the planned 10
years to possibly one or two
years, )

Some fund members be-

‘lieve that the Lightened gov-
erument purse is an example
of its lack of willingness to
cope with the issue,

They say that the govera-
ment has only been working
on the sex slave issue out of 2
“duty” that the government

has to fulfill, especially since
former Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Kozo Igarashi resigned,

Igarashi; a lawmaker from
the Social Democratic Party
‘and chief Cabinet secrelary in
the ﬁwemment of then Prime
Minister Tomiichi Mura-
Yama, is known for having ad-

vocaled the creation of the
fund,

Onumawentontosayuut

the fund his develed much its .

time and energy to working
out the amount of atonement
money and the amount that
will be spend on welfare ser.
vices for the ‘{icﬂ?u
Comsequently, litile time
was spent on winning the un.
d:'rsianding of the victims,
the groups supporting the vic-
tims and ?l:: governments

Do you think you'
have a probiem
with aicohol? Cali
ALCOHOLICS

ANONYMOUS
(03) 29711471

and poople of South Korea,
‘Taiwan and the Philippines
over the fund's plan.

“Under the circumstances,
I-am very afraid that these
women will refuse to aceept
{the atonement money o
funding for health services),”
Onuma anid, “Even if voir
sow seeds, these seeds will alt
be dead urless the feld s woll
plowed and watered.”

Hejlme Shinchara, a pro-
fessor emeritug of polities at
the University of Tokyo, satd
the contents of Hashimoto's
lettor are the mos! important
because they will reflect how
decply Japan regrets its war-
time mistakes and how serl-
ously Tokye intends to take
vesponsibility for them,

“Before arguing what is a
suitablé word to expresa an
apology, like ‘apology’ or ‘re-
gret,” Hashimoto must write a
letter that can truly show his
sincerity,” Shinohaca said,

In addition to the “moral”
responstbllity, Hashimoto is
expected to repeat the gov-
ernment’s acknowledgment
of the Imporial Japanese
srmed lorces’ involvement in
organizing brothfls, whlle ex-
pressing an apology and his
regret"f%r the warlfyme policy.

But the details of the letter
have not been unveiled on the
grounds that they should be
made public enly atter each
former sex slave actually re-
celves the letter,

1 Hashimoto cites “moral”

responsibility in the letter, it
will be the first time a Japa-
nese prime minister has wead
this expression in connection
with the military sex slave is-
Stie. .
But some sources say that it
was only included in the draft
after the fund strongly urged
the prime minister not to fall
to admit Japan's responsibili-
ty int the letter.

“"Moral’"  responsibitity
seems to be a workabie solu-
tion for the government side,
which will not admit “legal”
responsibility.

Inthe meantime, other crit-
ics and most groups assisting
former sex sluves remain
?‘t:’lémch opponents of the

“ﬁe wouldn't mind if a pri-
vate group starts collecting

donations at ity own disere.

tion,” said Taka Takagi, a

miember of one of the
assisling the vietims. “But
what we cannot stand ix that

the nation i not doing what it
mmut do, burd is escaping from
its responsibility by having
founded the private Asian
Women's Fund.*

Each time the fund held a
meeting of members of its

| board and sieering commit-
ul

tes lo hammier mtasvres
for the victims, citizens'
groups gathered outside the
meeuu%‘mm to call for the
fimd to disbanded. They in-
siesd demanded direct com-
Eﬂuﬂm to individua) ¥ie-

ms.
Asid the fund has yet more

foes, but for other reasons.
Kontaro Hayashi, a forner
president, of tho University of
Takyo, peintedly dentes there
12 a need for Japan to pay any
kind of money to the former
sex slaves, He also questions
the need for Hashimoto to
wrlte a lelter of apology,

“{Jnpan's wartimg respain-
sibility) toward South Korea
has been settled in the (1965)
Japan-Korea treaty,"” said
Hayashi. .

YThe way the Japanese
government has handled this
lasus is too bad because in the
heginaing it denied its in-
volverent In the brothels bhut
now has admitied it,” he said,
erjticlzing the government ford
changing positions,

A bumpy road seems to lie
ahead of the fund when it
comes to the implementation
of ita plans to pay the former
8ex sluves,

Siarting this wuek, sisff of
the fund wili fiy to South Ko-
rea, the Philippines-and Tai-
wan to explain the plan to
those nations’ governments
and local groups assisting the
former sax slaves.

Although the fund has made
contact with lecal groups con-
cerned — both officially and
privately - these “groups
have shawn little sign of coop-
erating with the fund to dis-
tribute the atonement money -
to each victim.

The cooperation of these
'groups is vital because they
have lists of victims and their
contact addresses, while the
tund does not have its own
network to hand out the atone-
ment monay, &ccording to
Shinichi Harada, who works
for the fund,

“And to garver the support
of the governments (of South
¥orea, )the Pmlippi?:-:g and

alwan), we need Lo first win
the understanding of the sup-
porting groups beeause thesa
groups are leading public
opinion,” Harada said.

Local groups in Seuth Ko
res have been putting up the
tiercest opposition to the
fund, refusing even to meet
its representatives.

And even if the fund does
manage to extend the atone-
ment money to the 300 sex
siaves, this will not be the end
of the matier. .

The exact number of wom-
en who were forcibly taken to
brothels before snd during
World War 1T is not known,
but it is believed that num.
bera nm into the thousands,

And few plans have been
drawn up for former séx
slaves left out of the first
&roup of victims who are to
receive the alopcment moaey

“We will soon start
on measures for comfort
women in Indonesia, China
and other Asian countries,’
Harada said, “and we will |-
have to sericusly think sbout

motey to pay other focmer
comfort women,”

Mt it e Tt e el e e b 5 S+ e i e -




WRANGLING OVER

Each former sex siave
gets ¥2 million from fund

The goverament-initi-
ated Asian Women’s
Fund will provide ¥2 mil-
lion in atonement money
to each of about 300 for-
mer ‘comfort women,”
plus a total of ¥700 mil-
lion in government aid
for medical and welfare
services for the former
sex slaves, fund officials
announced Friday.

A lstter of apology by
Prime Minister Ryutaro Ha.
shimoto will be atiached
when the money is distributed
to the wormen, who were
forced teo provide sex for the
{mperial Japanese Army be-
fore and during World War II.

The decision came after
months of wrangling between
fund members and govern-
ment officials whe ha.d had &
hard time agreeing on the
amount of conelation monsy,
the contents of walfare ser-
viced and the wording of the
prime minister’s letter of
apology.

The fund was created ex-
actly ont yedr ago, but ils es-

tablishment has been contro-
versial from the begirning.
In the letter, Hashimoto is
expected to acknowledge that
Japan was responsiole for
forcing the women into sexual
slavery — bt only “moral-
ly,"” becaust the government

maintaing it is not legaliy.

obiiged to provide direct com-
pensation to individual com-
fart women,

The fund hopes to start dis-
tributing the Alonement mon-
ey this summer to about 160
South Koreans, 197 Filipinos
and 3 Taiwsnese,

Medical, weifare and other
servicea will be paid for from
government coffers within
the pext 10 years, the fund of-
ticials said, adding they have
urged the government to dis-
burse the plamned services
swiftly, possibly within ane or
two years.

The amount of medical and
welfare aid to be spent on
each woman will differ, de-
pending on the sconomic ton-
ditions of the countries where
the women corne from, the of-
ficials said.

In addition to the *moral”
responsibilily, Hashimoto is

expected to acknowledge the
nation’s icvolvement in the
brothels, as. well as expeess
npologl&s and regret over this
wartime policy.

Hashimoto is also expected
to promise that the country
wiil never repeat this kind of
atrocity. He will send the iet-
ter as the representative of
the nation. .

A fund official said the fund
members are convinced that
& sincere apology and regrets
will be expressed without fail
in the planfied letter,

But he declined to unveil de-
taits of the letter,

The government has issued

. several apologies to the wom-

en, but has never used the
phrase “morul responsibili-

Admitting that Japan was
morally responsible will help
restore the women's honor,
according to the Aund.

It is gti.l not inown whether
the women wil actually re-
ceive the money.

Some of the victims have
expressed plans to reject any
kind of assisance from the
fund, demanding instead offi-
cial and individual compersa-

tion and a direct apology from
the Japanese government.
The government, on the oth-
er hand, has refused to admit
“iegal”’ mpons:bulty for the
practice, saying the legal as-
pects have already been re-
solved through past govern-
ment-to-governmert treaties,
In addition to the package,
fund officials said the govern-
ment will continue efforts to
uncover the full facts sur-
rounding the sexual slavery
practiced by the Imperial ar-

ray.

yBecau;eoi the expectad re-
Fusal of some former comfort
women to accept the money,
the fund officials called on the
government to ask for the
help. of local Hroups support-
ing these women in Seuth Ko-
rea, the thppmes md Tat-
wran.

The fund so far has raisec
about ¥414 million, far short
of its.original target of W1 bil-
lion.

Because about ¥600 million
in tonsolation money is 0 be
distributed, the govemmen:
will help fundraising efforis
by asking business cuncerns
COATINUED ON PAGBE 2
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L XIUMET (left] and Liu Misnhaan, who were forced Into sexusd siavary for the impevial
Jxpaness Army during Workd War i in China, face reportars Frichy following their testimony
befors the Tokyo District Cowrt.  SATOMD XAWASA PHOTD

Court hears sex slave horrors .

Chinese wornen recount wartime rapes, beatings

Two Chinese women forced
o provide sex for the Lmperi-
al’ Japanese Army during
World War IX testified in court

fore the Tekyo District Court
Friday moraing in wheel-
chairs. They said during the
bearing that they remain
physically impaired by the
beating and raping by Japa-
nese more than 50 years ago.

A total of six former Chi-
nese sex slaves are sesldng
compensation and in apology
from the pavernment, bat Li
and Liu were the first ever to
take the witness staad i a
Japarese court.

Li testiffed that she was kid-
napped from her Shanxi bome
in 1342 and was raped by Jap-
anese soldiers. for five
months. Befors that, shesaid,
she was & virginand had nev-
er experienced menstriation.

“I was so terrified (thefirst

cight) I coulde’t seep,” Li
interpreter.

diers who raped her and was
called “red-faced captair,”
she said, hit ber face with his
the sight -~ ™ =r right eye com~

pletely. ..,
The may;, 3 kicked harin
“his boets, beat

B i 2 S e R e e BT S TR R

the thigh .

buckle o bard thal she lost-

£ B ey e P LT B S Bk e

her ail over the body, includ-
ing the head, Li s#id, showing
in eourt the part of her Beud
that still besrs the scars.

A Chinese goard whe
wocked for the Japanese ar-

my sympathized withthe bad-
i_v inmjured Li and ioid her
brother about the suffering
she was experiencing. Li
man:?edtnremhnmchld
then found that her mother
had committed suicide while
she was away.

rooms. The court hatted for a’
few minutes before Li re-
sumed ber testimony.

Following Li's testimony,
Liu, also from Shanxi Prow-
ince, said she had gome cut of
her way to come here from
China just sc the younger Jap-
snese generation can learm
what really happenad at that
time.

“7 would like the young Jap-
abort

anese, whe don't kmow
the war, {6 listen to the kinds
of atrocities the Japanese
military committed in Chi-
na,” she said
Liusaid she was confined in
2 Japanese military carep for
40 days, and raped every day
by Japanese soidiers, as well
Chinese collaborators dur-

ing the war.
After & while, ter whole
body started o swell, and she

T L e

devsioped 2 beavy pain in the |

stomach.
It firned onn later that her
worb was ipflaming from the

repeated assauilts.
T had 1o crawl to the hath-
reom becamse I cotldre't

At a news corderence after |

ibe cowmrt bearing, Noriko
Omoaori, one of the atlorneys
rqnmenhngﬂ:emsad
their confession in cowt was
more powerful thar the smes
mademmanymtmv:ersm
ducted before.

She said she is making =r-
rangements so the cther foue
plaintiff= can appear it corat
a5 5001 &5 possitie.

Redress set

CONTIRUEr DN PAGE 1

and labor tnions for doma- |

tiops.
Bumbei Hara, head of the
~fund’s board members, said it

AL bt s e b 2 o 5

i

able to raise the 7600 milllon
in consolaticn monsy a5
vowed by Eashimoto as the

govercment's <cooperation .
Eyra met with Haghimol .

Last month.

Makiko Arims, a fund
board member, said it airs.
tegin distributing the redress
before Ay 15,

The fund’s steering corn-
mittee wili meet Wednesday
to wark ot distribution methe
ods, fone officials said.
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Seoul asked to support |
Japan’s sex-slave fund

JAKARTA (Kyode) Japan on
Wednesday ashked for South
Korean support for Tokyo's
plan to pay “atonement mon-
ey’ to women forced into sex-
unl slavery by the Japanese
military before and during
World War 11, a Japanese offi-
cial said.

Forelgn Minister Yukihike
lkeda made the call in a 40-
minute meeting with his
South Korean counterpart,
Gong Ro Myung, in Jakarta
where a series of high-
powered talks are being held
under the auspices of the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian
Nations, '

It followed iast week’s deci-
sion by a Japanese govern-
ment-initiated private fund to
pay one-time solatia of ¥2
million each to some 300 sur-
viving former “comfort worm-
en” heginning this summer,

Ikeda was referring to the
South Korean government's

£+ e < sl A AS

posaikle cooperativn in speci-i
fying who will be eligible to
receive the payments and in
helping the fund distribute the
monay,

Gong replied that the South
Korean government’s stance
on the issue was unchanged.
He also pointed out that some
of the women have refused to
uccopt the mohey and do-
manded direct compensation
from the Japanese govern- |
ment, the official said,

On other bilateral issues,
Ikeda and Gong agreed to g

hold a second round of fisher-
ies talks in Sequl on Aug, 8
and 9 in connection with the °
U.N. Convention on the Law E
of the Sea, which both coun- :
tri%s haveratified, the official }
said, .

Japan and South Korea held
the first round in Tokyo in
May, reaffirming the need to °
conclide new bilateral fishing
arrangements. [
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