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Sex slave redress in offing

Philippine ‘comfort women’ first to get money |

MNows .

“the government-initiated
Asian Wemen's Fund will be-
gin paying atonement money
Wednesday of ¥2 million each
to Philippine women forced
into sexual slavery for the Im-
perial Japanese Army during
World War 11, fund officials
said Monday.

The fund ran Tuesday an-
nouncements on application
methods in two English-lan-
guage newspapers ih the Phil-
ippines. It also set up a local
office to take calls and lelters
from applicants.

About seven former sex
slaves — euphemistically
called “comfort women™ in
Japan — are expected to ap-
ply initialty, the officials said.

The fund will aceept appli-
( ‘ions for the next five
years,

Officiais said the Asian
Women’s Fund is trying hard
to make the first payments a
day before the 513t anniversa-
ry of Japan’s surrender in the
war, but whether it can actu-
ally do so is not clear,

Payments to the victims
from South Korea and Taiwan
who oppoese the project re-
main in question, officials
added.

Former comfort women in
South Korea and Taiwan
strongly oppose any compen-
sation by the private fund,
and demand that the Japa-
nese government compensate

them directly and officially -

apologize for their ordeal.
The payments will be ae-

companied by a letler of apol-
ogy from Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto, the offi-
«cials said,

The fund was established
last year under the govern-
ment of then Prime Minister
Tomiichi Murayama to com-
memorale the 50th anniversa-
ry of the end of the war,

According to the fund's offi-
cials, those eligible to apply
for the payments are Philip-
pine victims of sexual slavery
who were alive when the fund
was set up July 19, 1995. In the
case of Philippine women who
died after that date, their
families can apply, the offi-
cials said.

The Philippine government,
a nongovernmental organiza-
tion, LILA Pilipina, and the
Japanese Embassy in Manila
are discussing their involve-
ment in the sereening and
gualification process. The
Japanese fund will not be in-
volved in the qualification
process but will honor the de-
cislon by the three parties, a
fund official said.

The group has urged the
fund not to contaet the vic-
tims directly but instead work
through an independent com-
mittee it has established.

Last July 19, the fund offi-
cially decided to present the
money in lump sums to about
300 of the surviving comfort
women in Seuth Korea, the
Phitippines and Taiwan,

In the Philippines, some
former sex slaves have split
from Lila-Filipina because it

reversed its previous stance
and decided to cooperate with
the fund.

Historians estimate that be-
fore and during World War II,
more than 200,000 women,
mosily from the Korean Pen-
insula, then under Japanese
colonial rule, were forced into
sexual slavery in fronlline
brothels by the Japanese mili-
tary. .

Women decry fund

Two former sex slaves of
the Imperial Japanese mili-
tary demanded Monday that
the Japanese government ad-
mit its legal responsibitity for
wartime crimes and not try to
force “‘atonement money”
through a private fund onto
surviving victims.

An urgent news conference
was calied by citizens’ groups
opposing the government-ini-
tiated Asian Women’s Fund,
which plans to start disburs-
ing ¥2 million in consolation
money to each of about 300
former sex slaves in South
Korea, Tatwan and the Philip-
pines as early as Wednesday.

“I will oppose the Asian
Women's Fund until the day |
die,” said Lee Kwi Pun, a
South Korean former sex
slave. I demand a sincere
apology and a release of acey.
rate facts (of the sexual slav-
ery} to the world.”

Ancther victim, 73-year-old
Hwang Chu-wol from Taiwan,
said the sex-slave experience
was so painful she could net
talk about it until a few years

ago when she consulted with
the Talwanese legislaturc on
how she could demand re-
dress for the indignity.

Hwang was referred to the
Taipei Women's Rescue
Foundation, which has gath-
ered information on former
sex slaves and complied a list
of the women, she said.

“1 want to confess every-
thing and receive justice,”
Hwang said. “The Japanese
government at that time
treated us Taiwanese girls as
if we were pigs or dogs.”

Jean Chang, a representa-
tive of the Taipel Women's
Rescue Foundation, called
the fund’s motive ‘‘decep-
tive,”

““What they are trying to do
now is exactly the same as
what they did to colonize us
back then,” Chang said.
“They completely mock the
aged women.”

Chang added that, if the
Japanese government [ails to
admit it was legally responsi-
ble for the wartime act, the
group will lobby against the

government’s bid to win a’

permanent seat on the UN.
Security Council.

Pyongyang hits fund

North Korea on Monday
criticized Japan’s planned
payments from a private fund
to compensate Asian women
forced into sexual slavery for
Japanese soldiers during the
war and called for the Tokyo
government’s direct indemni-
ty.
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.MOVEMEN'I GAINING MOMFNTUM

War crime survivors confer on redress

. By TOMOKO OIAKI:‘-

B . swﬂ\:nllqr ‘

OHIBA = Aelivists, scholars

©Uand” Eroups Suppotting war
.. vietims-have gatheted here N
- from all over the Asla-Pacific -
* reglon to exchange-ldeas and -

strategies to win redress for

_ - swvivors of war crines rang-
-, Ing from- sexual slavery and -

‘massacie 1o forced labor, -
-Openin

: natnonal ‘orum on War Com-

- pensation in the Asia-Pacific
“reglon, Kenichi Takagi, a

" lawyer. and organizer. of the

two-day forum, said Friday-
‘that the’ jnternational - move-

ments calling for war com-
- pensation have, grown since
( ‘& gathering started flve
»<ar's ago, .

_ Profiress has been made in
. many areas, he said, ‘includ-

~ing the Taiwanése moveitiént -
~démanding the Japanese gov- -

ernment pay back its war-
time debt, and grassroots ef-

‘the annual Inter-

voice and repeated,

_ iqg ts in Japanto pufsh the gﬁv

erpment to-pay former sex -

_slavasg, of *'comfort Women.”

‘Takagi rioled that alt ough

the establishment ‘and opera-.
tlon of the private Asian .

Women’s Fund has been a

center of fierce debate th and
outside of anan, it's still a

posltive move.

“I'do not regard it as a final
form of compensatmn to the
victims; but one step forward

.and a starting point to realize.
. direct state compensation to
_individual victlms,” Takagi

said. . -
During Fridays session,

_dalegates from war yictitns

groups in such places as'Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, Hong Kohg,
Taiwan and Mili Atoll, made
appeals for Tokyo to compén-

. 'sate them swiftly and com-

pletély.
During his speech an Indo-
nesian delegate raised his
I(we

stzqngl&rl demand that the
Asian Women’s Fund make

'festitutlon for Indonesian

women,!’

Indonesian vigtims ave cur-
rently fot included in the

_fund’s aid project.. :
“‘The relatives of the Mar-

shallese Who were brutally
massacred by the Japanese

“forees during the war are pa-

tiently ‘awaiting your govern-
rmieit’s favoraple and humane
decision on this issue,”’ said

”Ke?jo Bien, representative of

Mili -Afoll war vielims claim-
ants,

Many participants sald
they attended the "forum to
learn from each other how to
pursue war compensation.

“1t is quite definite that sur-

vivors do demand that just
‘compensation be made to
‘them, but the exact formula
-and mechanisms -are_still in

the making,' said Dolores
Muller of the Toncas War Vie-

tims Organ{zatlon

Bosnlan nsyehologist Mu*ha :

Pojskie, who spoke ahout the
results of her research on the

: consequences -of  Tosnian

Serbs’. raping. of civilians,

sald ps[vc:hoiogwai as well as

gynecological problems haunt
the victims even today.

Christopher Simpson of
“American University offered

a U.8. perspective. on the is-
sue surrounding ‘the sex

. slaves,

The forum also continues
today, with ‘much of the dis-
cussion focusing on future
prospects and strategies for

_such ‘pendlng compensation

issues as problems of Taiwan:
ese’ veterans. forced to work

for Japan during the war; and"

Koreans recruited as forced
laborers. on Sakhalin who re-
mained after the war.

The forum will devote this
aftemoon to the comfort
women issues.

Yo '96 T.T.
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Filipino women discuss
receiving Fund money

Members of a Filipino
women’s group supporting
former sex slaves met with
officials of Japan’s Asian
Women’s Fund in Tokyo
Thursday to discuss the pro-
cedures of providing aid to
those women.

Nelia Sancho, leader of
LILA-Pilipina, told reporlers
after their meeting that her
group requested that it wants
to ke included in the process
of qualifying victims, |

The group also asked that
the fund not contact the survi-
vors directly but through the
group.

Also attending the meeting
was Maria Rosa Henson, for-
mer a former sex slave who
has expressed her willingness
to accept W2 million in atone-
ment money from the fund.

Sancho and Henson arrived
in Tokyo earlier in the day to
attend an international forum
on postwar compensation.
The two-day symposium be-
gins today in Makuhari Messe
in Chiba Prefecture.

LILA-Pilipina has recently
announced the establishment
of a committee for assisting
women whoe want to accept
money from the fund.

Sancho stressed that the
group’s decision to cooperate
with the {und was made
through a long process of
searching for the best alter-
nalive to respect the calls of
former comfort women,

Henson said that since she
came out publicly with the po-
sition to accept the money,
she has been accused by some
Japanese supporters of for-
mer sex siaves.
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Chief Cabinet Secretary Se-
iroku Kajiyama apologized
Friday to South Korea for
saying an emergency on the
Korean Peninsula could bring
armed “fake refugees” to Ja-
pan and street-fighting in Ja-
pan belween rival Korean
factions,

Kajiyama said he apolo-

ized over the telephone to

uth Korean Ambassador to
Japan Kim Tae Zhee. He said
he told Kim, “I'm sorry to
have troubled you. The re-
marks were improper com-
ments for a chief Cabinet sec-
retary.”

On Thursday, Kajiyama
said in a speech to a business
group that if armed conflict
were to break out on the Kore-
an Peninsula, Japan would be
affected by, for example, a
flood of refugees, including
ersatz ones who eould be car-
rying arms.

Kajiyama also suggested
pro-Seoul and pro-Pyongyang
forces in Japan may engage
in street-fighting, which the
Sell Defense Forces have no
capability to cope with.

Kajiyama's remarks drew
prolests Friday from the

Kajiyama apologizes to Seoul

Sorry for causing trouble over ‘fake refugees’ remark

South Korean Foreign Minis-
try.

“We can't but express
shock and deep regret about
such remarks, which were not
friendly toward the national
unification of the Korean Pen-
insula,” a Foreign Ministry
spokesman said in Seoul.

The remarks could create
an atmosphere in which Japa-
nese people become suspi-
cious and watchful of Korean
residents in Japan, whe are
abiding there lawfully and
making pesitive contributions
to Japanese society, he said.
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