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Philippine
sex slaves
spared taxes

MANILA (Kyodo) The Japa-
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L - nese government has inter-
T vened on behalf of four Philip-
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RIS —EE S é % i(? pine women afler {axes were

S

lovied on their consolation

o monﬁy payn}enﬁs, ﬁ)rompting
» o _ Manlla to refund the taxes.
o B KT | & Philippine officials said
. Monday that Finance Secre-
@*E\ ﬁ%’ﬁﬁﬁ 2R tary Roberto de Ocampo

promised to refund the money
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following a representation
from the Japanese Embassy
in the Philippines,

The women received the
money in mid-August from
the Japanese government-
sponsored Asian Women's
Fund, set up to distribute pay-
ments to women who the Im-
perial Japanese military used
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as sex slaves before and dur-
ing World War 1I. It was ac-
companied by an apology
from Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimato.

Maria Rosa Henson, 68, and
three others who accepted the
money complained to the Jap-
anese Embassy that 10,000 pe-
505 in taxes had been deduct-
ed from her 483,000-peso (¥2
million) payment when it
passed through a Philippine
bank. .
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The Japanese embassy sub-
sequently expressed concern
over the taxation and asked
for an investigation in a letter
to the Finance Ministry.
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by Gene Kramer

they want to regain their lost
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government has been so intran-

‘Women want sexual slavery a war crime

AP - Washingion

Recent atrocities against
women  in the  former
Yugoslavia and Africa might
have been deterred if the inter-
national community had forth-
rightly dealt with sexual slavery
by the Japanese Imperial Army
& half century ago, according to
women's rights leaders,

“Things might not have hap-
pened like the atrocities in
Bosmia or other parts of the
world™ if the prostitution for-
ced on an estimated 200,000
Asian “‘comfort women” for
Japanese troops in World War I
.were treated as a war crime,
said Hei-shoo Shin of South
Korea,

Shin bhas been pressing for
official recognition of wartime

rape and sexual slavery as cri-

mes against humanity. She
leads an Asian women’s cam-
paign to persuade Japanese aut.
horities to accept legal respon-
sibility for sex-for-troops brot-
hels and corapensate remaining
survivors from public funds.
While approving. a program-
me of private Japanese ‘contri-

butions of about 20,000 dolar

{two million yen) to each survi-
vor, the Tokyo government

maintains that the peace treaty.

ending the war officially satis-
fied ail claims.

Most of the survivors have
declined contributed momey
because “they are not begpars,

buman dignity and honor and
that can be done only through
state compensation” signifying
legal responsibility, said Shin.

By demanding that wartime
rape and sexsal. slavery be
recogaized’ as war crimes, Shin
“helped the world learn a new
way o ook at violence against
women in former Yogoslavia,”
Akua Kuenyehia of Ghana said
at a ceremony last week.

She presented Shin one of the
first three Women's Human
Rights' Awards of the US-based
Women, Law and Development
international, Other recipients
were Facio Alda, a Costa Rican

lawyer specializing in gender
and

discrimination  issues,
Athaliah Molokomme, of
Botswana, a lawyer and legal
researcher of discrimination
against African women.

. Wartime abuses of women
increasingly are recognized as
war crimes despite difficulty
documenting them as they

occur, in Rwanda, for example,
‘said Margaret A. Schuler, exe-

cutive secretary of the US-
based group.

Unfortunately, the allies’
postwar Tokyo war crimes tri-
banal ignored sexual slavery of
the Japanese Imperial Army
and the issue surfaced only

after survivors called attention

to it generations later, Schuler
said in an interview.
“It is a shame the.Japanese

sigent on an issu¢ in which it
has a marvelous opportunity tu
make a great contribution in
framing principles’ and expan-
ding awareness. against- beha-
viour that shonld never again
occur, she added.

In times of conflict, women
often endure mass rape and

" . other atrocities, yet their agony

tco often is ignored, partici-
pants said at the .Tth
International Forum of the
Association for Women in
Development,- attended by
nearly 1,200 people from 75
countries.

Former Yugoslavia is just
one-of several places experien-
cing such atrocities in recent
years, said Millicent
Aligaweesa. She said incidents
have occurred in her own
country, Uganda, as well as in
Chile, the Philippines, Pakistan,

Mexico, Ecuador, South Africa, .

Sudan, Rwanda and Togo.
Beginning in 1987, said
Aligaweesa, Ugandan rebels
targeted, abducted and forced
into sexual slavery girls 12
years and older. The rebels later
went unpunished under a
government amnesty,

Aligaweesa said.

To encourage witnesses to
come forward, the internatio-
nal community needs to make

-communities aware that it will

not tolerate such behaviour,

said -Ruth Ojiambo -Ochieng; -

Oriental women protest wartime abuses of women.

also of Uganda.

“There is an ongoing invi-
sible war against women
around the world, whether in
actual war or aot,”
Violeta Krasnic of the non-
government Women's Center

. Against* Sexual Violence, in
- Belgrade,

the capital of
Yugoslavia and Serbia.
. Krasnic, -whose . organiza-

szid -

tion says it assists victims on
all sides of the conflicts in
former  Yugoslavia, said
women raped in Bosnia are
“raped because -they are
women,”’ not because they are
members of one ethic group or

"another.

“We realize the reality that
women of every single nation

. can be raped,” she said.
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By. HISANE MASAKI
Sufiwier
.Prime Minister Ryutaro
{gg_smmg;o.,hﬂﬁ received a let-
| ter .
fofmer “Filipino *‘comfort

women' who accepted a per-

sonal letter of apology from
nient monéy from a widely
{ -ad 'Wédmsﬁay: o

™ Theé “officlals, ‘requesting

prine minister Tuesday. ;
11992, the'68-year-old Hen-
son, who was forced into sexu-

World War II, became the
first Filipino to speak publicly
of the degradation she was

forced to endure.

action in response to a radio

thanks' from one of the

him“and ¥2 mitlion in atone-

criticized Japanese ‘welfare ' poaq.
- Henson also said in the Jet.
- ter, !‘The apology leétter and
~the money trom AWE (Asian -
~Wotnen’s Fund), it is from the-
Japanese citizens, that is why -
we felt happy for the rest of
. 'bm'l.i.f.g"’, s S
- Along with the letter, Hen-
" son enclosed her autobiogra-
< phy; titled “Comfort Women; -
‘Slave of Destiny,"” which was.
"published earlier this year,
-8 some pictures of hg;self._ -rea and 33'in Taiwan.

“ind, ” goversment _officials

that they not be named, said
Maria' Rosa Henson's letter, -
dated Sept.-9 and written in.
English, was delivered to the

al slavery by Imperial Japa: -
nese. Army soldiers during-

the officials said.

. - * Henson is one of three for- '
-She took that courageous

‘HAPPY FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES’

appeal from a local women's.
--group calling on former sex

slaves to come out in public..
In-her Jetter to Hashinoto;

a copy of which was chtained -
- Wednesday by The Japan

Times, Henson said, *“The let-

‘ter of apalogy written in-Japa-
“.nase létter, I will frame i so0

that my -generation - may

mer- Filipino sex slaves who

_received.Hashimotp’s person-

‘Comfort woman’ thanks Has

al letter of apology and ¥2

million from the Asian Wom-
en's Fund in a ceremony held
at a Manila hotel Aug. 14,

“The atonement thoney was
_ raised by the fund, a privately

run: organization chaired by
Bunbei Hara, former presi-
dant-of the House of Council-

L0

The fund hes so far raised

‘about ¥470 million through

contributions from the Japa-
nese people, but that amount
is far short of the fund's infor-
mal target of ¥1 billion. .

The fund. plans to grant

- each of the confirmed former
.5ex slaves in the Philippines,

South Korea and Taiwan ¥?2
million in atonement money.

1t is'estimated that there are

107 -fortner sex slaves in the
Philippines, 158 in South Ko-

.The fund also plansto spend
Y700 million over seven years

to implement medical and.
welfare projects for the wom-

-But so far only six of the

himoto

former Filipino sexslaves, in-

cluding Henson, have accepl-
ed -the atonement money,

while 14 others have applied

for it.. - .

~In South Korea and Taiwan,

women’s organizalions’ sup-
porting the former sex slaves
have ‘harshly criticized the
fund, demandirig that the Jap-
inesé government clarify its
legal responsibility over war-
time atrocities committed by
the Japanese "soldiers and
make official- state repara-
tions, -

The fund had planned to
send its senior officials to
South Korea.and Taiwan in
August to brief the women’s
groups there on the fund ac-
tivities, but they were re-
buffed.

_ Sources close to the fund !

said the fund plass to dis-
patch its senlor officials to |
South Koréa and Taiwan as |
early as next month because !
the women’s growps there |
have begun to show a willing-

ress to listen.
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