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South Korea

South Korea has decided to
accept atonement money
from the Japanese govern-
mgnt-initiated Asian Wom-
en’s Fund, it was learned
Monday,

She will be the first from
the Korean Peninsula to ac-
cept the payment.
he woman, whose name
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was withheld, reportedly an- T ﬁR
hounced her intention )l:floh- ;

day during a Tokyo meeting 2! b
hosted by a citizens' Eroup > P

supporting former ‘‘comfort
women.”’

Six Filipino women have
accepted the payments — Y2
. million each. The fund started

dispersing the money Aug. 14,
the day before the 5ist anni-

versary of Japan's World War
II surrender. '
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Fund discusses sex slave’s demands |

The government-initiated
Asian Women’s Fund has be-
gun discussions on how it can
meet conditions set by a for-
mer South Korean sex slave
for accepting the fund’s mon-
ey, a fund official said Tues-
day. :

The private fund cailed an
urgent meeting in response to
a statement made Monday by
the South Korean woman,
who uses the Japanese name
Kimiko Kaneda, that she wiil
only accept the money under
certain conditions.

She is the first South Kore-
an woman {o have voiced her
willingness to accept aid from
the fund.

“I still want to demand
compensation from the Japa-
nese government,”’ she said.

-Kaneda sued the government

in April 1992, seeking ¥20 mil-
iion in compensation.

She was quoted as saying,
"“We former ‘comfort women’
may die today or tomorrow. It
is meaningless to receive
money, no matter how large
the sum, after we die.”

Attending a meeting of sup-
porters of the sex slaves in
Tokyo, the 75-year-old Kane-
da said she will accept the aid
if it comes as a lump sum of
¥5 million.

The sum consists of ¥2 mil-

lion earmarked by the fund as -

atonement money to individu-
al wornen and ¥3 million from
the government to assist for-
mer comfort women with
their medical and welfare

_needs.

The fund plans to provide
the atonement money as well
as medical and welfare assis-
tance to each of approximate-
ly 300 women identified as be-
ing forced into sexual slavery
for the Imperial Japanese Ar-
my in Scuth Korea, the Philip-
pines and Taiwan.

On Aug. 14, the furd started
making payments of the
atonement money in the Phil-
ippines but has not been able
to start its project in other
areas in the face of strong re-
gistance from local groups
supporting the comfort wom-
en.

Implementation of the med-
ical and welfare project to the
women has also been dead-
locked.
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Imperial Japanese Army’s
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procuring sex slaves or run-
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MEMBERS of the Inter-African Committes on women and children Amna Hassan (left), Berhane
Ras-Work and Elizabath Alabl, alded by a Japanese transiatoer (second from right), spsak on
the problem of female genital mutilation In Africa.  suLuR cLarkson FHOTO )

Japan urged to fight
genital mutilation

African women who under-
go ¢ircumecision, or female
genital mutilation, are vul-
nerable to genital disease,
have difficulty giving birth
and could be infected with
HIV through the procedure,
according to members of an
anti-FGM group.

Berhane Ras-Work, presi-
dent of the Intér-African
Commitiee on the heaith of
women and children, along
with fellow IAC members
Elizabeth Alabi of Nigeria
and Amna Hassan of Sudan,
recently came to Tokyo to in-
form Japanese about the gen-
ital mutilation of African
women and to ask for Japan's

supfort.

Along with Amnesty Inter-
national Japan and other
sponsors, the 1AC also held a
symposium in Kitakyushu
over the weekend to tell Japa-
nese that ‘‘the problem (of
FGM) affects all women, not
just African women. All wom-
en understand the problem of
female economic weakness,"”
asccording to Yumiko Jans-
son-Y anagisawa, president of
Women's Action Against
FGM.

“Though many studies
have been done by WHO and
UNICEF proving that over
100 million young African

girls are cut and suffer grave
health problems, little has
been done by the govern-
ments. They see it as ‘only’ a
woéman's problem,” Ras-
Work said at a news confer-
ence in Tokyo coordinated by
NHK commentator Yoko Ko-
miyama.

Ostensibly, tribal people
circumeise women to purify
them, and in many tribes,
women must undergo the pro-
cedure to become recognized
as adults,

In many cases, women trib-
al elders carry out the ritual
operation, often using the
same knife, thus increasing
health risks immeasurably,
Ras-Work said.

The traditional practice of
FGM is a far-reaching eco-
nomic and educational prob-
lem, Elizabeth Alabi salid.
“Mothers do this to their
daughters out of ignorance
{of the risks), and uncireum-
cised women are considered
unmarriageable. Qutside of
marriage, many of these im-
poverished women have no
other way to support them-
selves,™

African women are forced
to undergo circumeision at a
very young age. ‘“Many of
these women are only 13

years old when they are cut
and are married soon after,”
Ras-Work said.

When asked what IAC want-
ed in terms of Japanese ac-
tion, Ras-Work said, “Japan
gives a lot of money to pro-
grams aiding developing Afri-
can nations. We ask that they
pressure the nations that re-
ceive Japanese funds to stop
female genital mutilation.”

Ras-Work added that West-
ern countries such as the
United States and France
have coniributed to the fight
against FGM with funds and
manpower,

“We hope to spread our
message in Japan as we have
in other nations,” she said.

Amna Hassan said African
nongovernmental organiza-
lions such as IAC that are
fighting the practice have
many chstacles.

"“We must educate against
the practice of genital mutila-
tion, which has been going on
for over 2,000 years,” she
said. "Educating these wom-
en in rural areas takes many
employees with funds and ve-
hicles to reach them and the
ereation of economic opportu-
nities outside of marriage. We
need the help of the interna-
tional community to do this,”
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