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MOV with the Depaxtment of Social Welfare and Development of the
Philippines on the Implementation of Medical and Welfare Assistance
Programs in the Philippines,

" The Asian Women's Fund and the Department of Social Welfare and
~Development of the Philippines have reached an agreement to implement the
following medical and welfare assistance programs for former “comfort women”
in the Philippines. The programs will start soon after the signing of the MOU.

I Inmplementing Agency: Department of Social Welfare and Development,
Philippines.

II. Duration: Five (5) years

III. Content of the Programs:
1. To formulate individual assistance programs based on the study of the
situation and needs of the former “comfort women.”
2. To provide following assistance in accordance with individual assistance
programs:
a. goods and services such as food, clothing, improvement of housing,
medicines, medical treatment, care-taking, purchase of wheel-

" chairs and other auxiliary equipment, etc.
~ b, counseling

c. residential care facility for former “comfort women” who have no
famﬂxes

IV. Size of the Programs: ¥1.2 M per person including ¥910,000 for the first year

:
E
E
3

V. Monitoring and evaluation of the unplementanon of the assistance programs
will be undertaken.

"




Opening Statement
by Ms. Makiko Arima, Vice President of the Asian Women’s Fund
on the Occasion of the Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding
between the Department of Social Welfare and Development
and the Asian Women’s Fund
at 10:30 a.m. on July 15, 1997
at the Office of the Secretary, DSWD, Quezon City

The Honorable Secretary Lina B. Laigo.
Distinguished Guests.
Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is a great pleasure that I have now signed with the Honorable Secre
the Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Social Welfare
and Development and the Asian Women's Fund on the implementation of
medical and welfare assistance programs for former “wartime comfort women.”
The gist of the programs enumerated in'the Memorandum of Understanding
appears in the press release.

The signing has been made possible, all thank to the sincere dedication -
and cooperation of the DSWD and other agencies of the Philippine government
for the interest of improved well-being of the “Lolas.” On behalf of the Asjan

Women's Fund, I wish to take this opportunity to express our profound
appreciation.

Now that the Department of Social Welfare and Developmient is going to
undertake the implementation of the programs, we will ensure that goods and
services in medical and welfare areas be delivered to the “Lolas” in a way
befitting their living situations and sentiment.

In view of the fact that the “Lolas” are getting older, the Asian Women's
Fund should expedite the implementation of its programs so that we can, in a
small way, contribute to the peacefulness of their lives.

Today’s signing of the Memorandum of Understanding has set in place
the mechanism of Asian Women’s Fund assistance programs for the “Lolas.”

I thank the government and the people of the Philippines for the
understanding and cooperation towards the Asian Women's Fund programs.
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