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Our Lola Rosay: i ! Sy q 'ww s T g

ansl:edtobcf"ctdudbydupco;:lc Axdtcume,lnl:nauwomof' diedﬂuﬂnhwmmﬁkdm
there, 50 1thm she could swap storiés™ only thice y there sre - 1993, I v wins; ifbyrh:Dmm:-
and ukendlesi questions. And when' ¥ 11—who had decided the - ber -or-nea Mardh there 5 courz -
-mm:msmomrmmm ~"money offered. "~ 7oLV (3 ;udgmemzsc:peued duﬂj:hc‘

S b it 8 . -q}
+

-* Asian Women's Fund uf'}:pm,du:"-' But Nekia hod: taken' rﬁcpouuun *Japanese

aciually sent cachonein PCIJ hulc tharthe Japanese government *---mooey woukl all not {:um: cmﬂn
. - cnvdopcswathmnncymch:dm - takee offcial 'ﬁwfarhc&rm-',‘mlmzﬁm LI
It was not slish moncy, PCIJ ex- ** nal scxy, She also-belicwid 51 weak =L~ She as happy, she said to me

F - TaLTAES

ecutive direcror Sheila Coronetwas
surc, It was jost the way:Lola:-

' ened the lawduit E!dsgamsnbc- - when shie dropped 8 on sy bome .
Immmby&ﬁﬂ»—h ‘mymmlshxt.dmshccmﬂ

. S!:»m‘h sh:ml!rd'say thank’you: ~~ Lola Ross aerich, gthun—dmﬂdmy""nﬁ’a:da;vehaﬁmﬂy 2 big lunch of
> - the- PCIJ safFwent about re«: ) Jolis accept private icken-—"Majnit pn,"-md

/j.'; Jo Ann Q Maghpon ‘turning her envelopes ety caness 2. v To be Bir, Nefir- sy tods)?tﬁat'- she—end 2 vicd Take' 3t thic end of -

e fully. Firsr, they had 1o niake her - " she'and Iila'Filipina, Tac, the'or-" the mea), And‘d\azﬁowtkyiud‘a

.. MG RO W W ik e At ey ey g ar Ny e S8 da B

. F.RDAY here ay thc
.. Times 1 put down whar 1

o have unfinished business ying **
somewhere, -

She may have been o hastand child .
of 3 hamnllord and 2 boummul ‘she

may have heen dirt poor, un< ’

schoaled beyond the grades, vios

bited ar ¥4, reduced (o a sexshive 3t
15, And rm!nri:. bmmy 1 the
head, miscarsiages, aid repeared
="rapes_through ine months of the ~
war wmay have Jett her with permia-
nene disabllities—lier balonce was

not good, her fingers could not al- . 15 give away, she did. . ','.:hcrcﬁmdwbc inhcrwords.- *. 1f was 1 grandchildeon who hed -
p aysholdon tothe pen, shesliimed, *  Buc this has always been theaory " on any more dupiaym to raise those . invited her,and the WST0
:ndshcmld barely control the sa- * of Lola Roga's Kfe. Nothing cvcr .. funds she never saw, "7 . berboth eufu'ng and frighrening.
. fiva dribbles froem her mouth. But * came simply, or cisily. . . And her position on the'Adian’ * She had always mcr her father
“she wis still 3 woman with 3 keen’ The Asian Women’s Fund moncy,~ Women’s Pund was 7 upwavering. mﬂ;cimcﬁgatd:chd:ofﬂz" .
- mind who kncw what she vanted,  for insance, was far from being a ' Ske thought all isles shostd be al- * * house; and she wondtered hoir it -
"k'd £ven ore extraordinary, knew simple matter of a Filipina war vic- * Jowed to‘iceeptehe monéy. When, ” “would Teel to step foor for the first
hmv to go abour gertiny ir. B accepting the donation of a pri- | she asked, were the Iah:crcr;mng ’ time ever in the bghouse, -

It was ahe who went 10 the Phil-  vage Japanese group touched byre-. 1o lic 6o som:rhmg softt " Of _/<Buf, ‘she would only go il ‘he
ippine Ceneer for Liwesigative Joor- - morse. It ad, for a strerch oftime,”  bending thieir batks to do'other _ could bring her Gwn troopof sup=

haliren im YOOE wnod alfecad boo o

$ee thcy.appmmdher'rmnmg,

- but, following thavymake her un-.

tifn, but a5 an oqual, miaybe even a: v Buthckd}cn,hihindmlyuw

fricnd, ' think she paderstood per-

- fectly that ber beamiful hook

‘ganization of comfort Women ihe * TV sir; which.always kepr berin
.organired, do siov regdrd fegada<".. dritches] b:c:'uic st had<all theee”

* her.death, Nefid Sancho war ear
“etics abour ‘Nelis whose Kigh-*" nm!ywdnxmgtﬂxwmmncs
_mindedncss? She felt, was vie) and,~  and servited to horior rer memory.

. knew to br the unfinished | - deestand that #ovelapes have neves - vions from privite Japanese. grtmps"‘ fanny things, like * talking pig? * =~
- businessin Lola Rosa'slife. - boen necessary..*~« + & .ri- <o be mintually exclosive of those. ~~ Ac orie point; she sighed, “Alam
0" thase things that she, ai £9, was Lola said-all ught-—-—mnd thcn “forthcoming froin the' 'I:;pmcn « ho-gsiy ng ibazy lnlz txmanngnp. +
still raring 10 do, bur which 2 bod pmmpllyol‘fcrcd fooud: -+ . poverhibent. ‘Anad; indecd, within 7 Huynﬂ- lnng silong takes day”
beart, but maybe alto a bed word, . . Mc,lahv:ysnwitul.oluwuy‘ mmom!‘k:hr;ndl.o}ilm - Nalig*'" T
. M"’MY weitren finish to. of Bying she-wanted'to be created;,  seemed™io bave sumed tb mbuﬂd > E Sl it shonﬂ £t L5175 héart 16
- She was just the kind of woman - .ot as & chisity case ‘or 2-poof vié- ¥ their rebationship. el inwthnumda@s:ﬁ:rumof

[aunchiog at Fort Santiago, the reiud- «¢ ¢ good for those who had mnynm" ‘And that -‘Neha announced 1o .-.l!: -

ings by Charo Santos and Lani
Mereade, and the offer to boy the
movicrights o hee story were all.;

", helping move her yoward & berter’

life. Not the least, 3 Jife that was
showing her real respecr at fast,
that, ence she caine to the posirion

wherc she had soncthing ofher owi -

" years 107 five.” Bt abie; shie Sighed - ‘lohRmn‘:saim s

.omny dmes, was ol wivd sick. Shi* l!mzhcmnmmmcﬁuagthm’

‘ siid she” thionghu of Jdoing’ She”
ought of; mmgtu'!’;mpmﬁ,

been berfather, the same home that
‘could no longer ke it But finally. oiudkep(h:rmﬂtwmhousmuid.._

Her heart, she shook her. head, .

R

80 Jonger wanted 1o be dragged 1 Lok, in that visit 16714y i, fisd ™
“rallies where she Had 1o carry plic:”
. onds under the hext“and min. She " “th
S0 didn’t want ang more marching. tothe home of the landlond tharhad®
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DEATH isone nfrhop thim tﬁ;r

,.b,‘_,smess

-
m)' dudng.thc.&:cond Wmld War.
Tlm., g wis & young 14-yearo
oilréds of others were, forcccf .

by lm tnt and the threu of
Invariably leaves in Ity wike'ni ﬂ\ﬁmm  pros.
- nto serving 43 off fal pros
gzlfé: and u:;u:;:::‘:\d .bifuif;f. dwm for the Jap;puc?mpcml
. € wor imper fcct we Ahd wﬂf al\n 1.be glven”
:h'h‘:y: put'up' ght iy J:redst'ﬂ;r !;Mn 3nyndcd gther
A :u;‘lt:m?m mgdfm?l_nc‘usi f womn' hl; nxd bre. King &, !
N - 3 i ‘~ . tfmon fatdl ,n dnce. Y, §oe
: .For M:Liaﬁlm Layni Hmn o Buthen they auzceeded 0 d:sck‘u
kno‘::,x Lrulc‘:‘uitj:n haé ;t::?n: ing \ m:rcs that had shamédt them''
Qar
W s sdto Lpamcuhdy scxlmg years:” unn}erd Hr o
) unhn Lolanpns kc
ey S
that ahe warbonded into mual ah- ' m\mlshcd b¥ u:rhapd hud)n: i

‘Lola Rosa:

rCAon 10 thmk fiw would Ibe haifed
a3 twe hero she was—tells us other
thingsabout heraswell. Ocher things
which, In the years th:mtur. she
mmhi revea) about lterself ‘\gnm and
lI'I
Snmnm; mer

nory :
1 Tuar shwe Binct Rgha, Pl e Bad a

ik eifrer e, Thavshwebvod o o
ning Dienvory K it aned e ans
dexails, okt mention s nam‘mmﬂh
gence, That she was tired of being
poor. Tht she wantexd 10 be remem-
beeasd. That she wanted jusdee, And
that she vould lorgive.

For in the e, she cold cveryone
she had forgiven the Japancss,

Bmm!yhumwche\maﬂdm,
she opesied herwdl 't much unfinidhnd
bainess. And whea, on Mandoy bist
at theage 0f 69, she died, it should he
asagy for ug lo alept chat it was not
bef plan, o¢ her dolng, 1o 80 503000,

I face, life was exciting,

1¥'abe had herwny. she would have
secepred wll the speaking engage-
mcnes thow I frer after the pubs-
leatlon of her iography, Comfort

Wontan, Slave of Desdny. Ir thrilied

hirvoknow that dhe, wha ad dream
of hevoming a docvar hur was i
tined not to g0 heyond the seventh
Eeade, was mkms reaf ag De L
Salle Univernty, *

Her bock, sker ll, ws truly hers,

Regret and unfinished business

haok, noted: "We helped her with

some revislons, did orne editng wnd
divided the work inta readable chap-

ters. The sructure aad the kaguage,

hovverer, are essentially Lol Rom's,’

“The lligstrasions are eistirely hera nx
well, Thgmhmtc. Shve aF Dewiny?
was 1hn her ldea ™.

A movic
But s her bondy,wamal, so dit her
voie, Anud the delight that bad been
Ioers fir thve firde aver Kover yara thar
sh. Tuaed it atrtlence cnul\l 0o ksger

Th:n there was 1hic nmdu-mlh:d

thout maevie about her bfe. That ex-,
" cited her, toa.

Inherlasc mionths, she kel inces-
andyﬂnawhenSmemamuu
hn.ﬂliymnk:tnsnwkfmnc,mdr
4 hotrse hugh 10 go, thas ic was her
final dream to see her Lt on the big
xree,

‘Asshe sild manyimes over," vant

peoplero knosy mytary, Then | know
there was 2 remson for e happeniig to
e

However, Star Cinemia had Jobg put
tire lm on indefinive hold, The adtiit
grvethe unwlc[dy budger—DS3M—
8 rexson, saying it liad wanted w iine
port real Tapancse acvors und ezl Tora
Tora plancs wl, aversll, not sosrimp

. on praduction valuer, {Yer, the same

swdiv had not balked at mending
P75M on Good-bye Mm} Eare

untruain box-offce dnw);

What it has not glven for 3 reasan,
but is puspieioualy closer to'realiny, i
that it has hevdme wary abour gam«
bling any s e all, Fapechaly on a
srory ic s not sure is 3dll Yhot™ Ry

. yesrsafierthve finst nevefatiuns afeia)

ghvery were made and oisyear after
the somfan woman who made them
bl diredd over the Bl rights, In o
wond, Srar Clivennrs hoa el 3 bisie
nest dictson,

Undiverananely, it did not have e

+ gacctoinformi Lols Romwhowaited -

agedy to the fat,

_ Legnl barsle
" Then there was the pxaor hwsuit
that Lola Mosa had wanted to see
through to vicrory.

She, song with 45 ather vomfort |,

wonen, had Kled suit for mpe and

Aeaual shvery agdint e Japsnese

gerxmmensin  Japanesccourt oflaw
Sae had followed rheivase throush W
17 hearings shce 1993, appearing
OMKE i caurt personally, h udingat
the very first hearipg helil.

The last hearing has boen set for dvis
combing Seprembeer 19, with the judp:
mene cxpected by Dexember this year
at die easliest, or March nest year at
the latest. *

Their Japanese lawyers had de-
rended US55200,000 for exch of the
xomfort women s individial repara-
mn ewer and above war

Ties its resson had been that i vould id govemment to gorrer-
SN had wiitten &t in long hand, on  nox find someconc 1o play the young mcm. nns\?: wyen of course aurs
ycllowmmmarzﬂalnfayen Lolz Rosa, or 3 young Vilma Sonros,  Sers that the sl amount, should
At the Philippine Center for Investi: {Bur, industry ik isnf thar the owe-  che, declsion Bvar Lola Rosa and the
wive journdlam, which publshed e ficis renlly more bothered by Vima's  other lolas, could b closr o

U5520,000 to US40,000 for e
them,

Ba that as'it may, a viceory i
courts wenlkd mein nwiing
nese grermment atlicially culpak
fte vy ermes, Aad- dte loles, 3y
whom dhepe wis ey wene can
tel, skt Bavally seize dlee Juaic
nied e, 2 sciza it within the!
Hinten, As it i, 20 {nl.u have af

o i

Lola [vs haod h:m viel in tl.

gl hattle,

As Lola Fedencia David, pres.
of Lils Fillpina, said ymcrduy
gathering -to avouen Lola R
death: “We recogiize Lok Re
ourwexcher, Shewasthefisero s
Bucause of hier, we all were ob
speak. [¢ really hurs thac she
loager here, We haldd in our b
the goadress she showved ue
Ross, wherever vou are, we t

you"

Around her, the ocher lolasha
g o honw their heads and weep
another one oFthem is gonc, wix
everyoae there, has mut.h busine
o complute,

¥

ot et ve Hou Ao

L o g PRI T e




aves

a Rosa
JURTO

1 Rosa Henson died
of a heat attack at
wha, like her, were

! slavery during
could not help but

Srandmother) Ross

outin the open.in

+ she way forced to
ry-tun brothel for
Japancse imperial

ho gave them the
* ol and tel] theix

f 15 led 46 other
1,” organized un-
+ to joln her in fil-
inst the Japanese:

wnding direct comn-
fficial apologies
: govemnment, wix
SEX SLAVES! »d
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Sex slaves mour

 filed in Tokyo in 1993,

. A total of 169 women Have come out si

. "+ but 20 have died, intlnding Lola Rosa. Of the:
N death 46 panim, s wa o ok odie .,
: - -, Yesterday, tbcmﬁahinglohsnﬂ;.ihl’ilipim'

paid tribute to her. With songs and a recounting

of their wartime ordexl, they vowed to keepup

the fight, : _ S .
Part of their statement read: "Lota Rosa
Henson was the first of a mulitade of voices

that shattered the silence sorrounding the crimex

of violence, rape ‘and sex ‘slavery against (he
Filipine *comfort women® by the Japanese Ammy
in World War 11, K L

. "She bas been # bright beacon and an sctive

. -3pokesporxon for many other Lolas 1o demand

-

eir rights and justice from the Japan
ermment that robbed them of their hunanity and
dignity.” - . ;

- - Pidencie David, 70, told reporters: “Herdeath .

bas huit us. We hope Japan will grant our de-
mands while some of us are stilt alive.”

"_ -~ Fighting time _
Nelis Saacho, coordinator of the Asiin

Wemea's Human Rights Council based in Ma- .

nila, said the Lolas’ sges range from 67 to 84,

They themaelves are fighting' time to. ensure
that their batde for recognition #nd compensa.
tion is wan. : :

At least four have sefious heart ailmests, fike-

Lola Rosa. Four have cancer At least 20‘1;_-\&

- tuberculosis,

-All.of them are offtictsd ‘with cheamatism,

Their eyesight bas wedkened. Their boges ache

as they hold protest marches and nliies. ;

. Sadly, the Philippine ‘government has failed
W ackawwiedge their suffering, Among the coun-
iries whose women fell prey to the Tarmeen

.
Ca#

n death of Lola

Lince, - meni given -to

ese gov-

pines which has refused to axténd evén finan-
cial assiftance to the women. : :
*"Not 2 cent or.a sick of rice has the govern-

" by oor very awn government.” | .
It 7% 'said that the govermment i somichow

casc against Japan, lustead, it is iyging them to
. 2ccept assisiance from the Asia Waoreen's Fund,
which the Japenese govermunent his established

- - But mibst of the women bave sefused 1o 2c.

cept pryments from the fand, saying it was part

s of it waititne actiong. - .

Lala Rosa was among » handful of women |

- Who decided: tast year 1o aceept compeasa
“from the private fiund; along ‘with letters ofs
Ogy from Japan’s prime minister, -
S Lasthearlng =~ = - .
The Iast hearing of the compensation sait is

year ends
© latest, .

cach of the women.
Iropically, the Lolas: have found more sup-
port from other countries. . o
. Jo the United States, for example;, Rep. Wil
tam Lipinski has filed & resolution wging the
Japanese govermmnent toapologize 1o the women

natiomal Labor Organization has also passed a
' 1e30lution pushing for state compensation from
the Japancse government, :
Accarding to the Associated Press, Japanese
Ambizsador Yushita Hiroyuki sent flowers and

ofine har danid

" a letter of condolence to Lols Rowm's family -

Rosa

ip the Lolas,” Stuicho =id. - -
"Ibchasqlml!t:‘pmﬂeumdhck_ofmppon~ .

discoursging the women from pursuing the court

of 15 by Japan to avoid taking full respon-
ftempis by Jap il resp

o2 Sept. 19, after ‘which the Tokyo court &5 .- .
expected 1o hand down ity decision before- the ElAE
at the ewrdiest, or in Maych af the i Frigare o

‘The demanded compensation is $200,000 for )

and fully compensate each of them. The Inter”

The
received from the Asia Women's Fond was
for medical-treatment for s strokie her o
suffered {ast yesir.

Other members, of Lila Piiipina said

~would give persopal tribmtes to Lol Ko

Saturday 2t 2 wake in hor bome in Paxay (
But for now, the Lolxs are comforting

other and cincine 3n . .
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Once more, Lola Rosa’

... MARIA Ro3sa Henson, 69, died two days ago. it
was a good death that capped 2 tumultuous life.
She hind spoiien at Iasi about that dark periad in
ovr hisiory, Now har story as well as those of
other women liks her will forever remain in the
nationa! memory..

A few months ago, Twas asked o write lbout
the beinovs crimes against women during: that
period. The plece was going to be included in

< the ennyc!npcdu on the Philippines. I could not

refuse. Writing was my way of saying, "Nev:r
again.” Excerpix:
A woman emesges from the shadows al‘ter 50

years of recorring mghtmucs and silent screams. .
She tells her baowing story. Other e.ldctly )
. come for them io speak.

Fitipino women like her do the same.
Maria Rosa Henson was one of the “comfort
women™ forced 10 satisfy the sexual appetites of

. Japanese soldiers during World War I1. In 1992,

‘t lhe age of 65, she gatheied enovgh courige
broke ber silence, She even wrote -a book
abuut the cruelties she suffered. (“Comfort

-+ Woman: Slave of Destiny” was published by the

!ﬂé_

=
s
"“'
A ey,

o

_down as one by one the yoldiers
. pm. we rested for a while and ate dinner. Often
1 was hungry becavse cur rations were so small.

Philippine Center for Invesligative J ism,

. with illustrations by Henson hersell. A movie

on her life is being planned.)

Wrote she: “At two in the ai'z.ernoon. the
soldiers came, Some of them were bmuﬁ 1 by
truck to the garrison. My work began, and 1 la%
me. At

After 30 minules, 1 lay down on the bed again to
be raped for the next three or-four bonys. Every

. dny, anywhere from 10 (o over 20'soldies raped

me., There were limes when there were as many
az 30... Alod::rdmnlhmwe onlya,few
soldue.rs. and we finished urly

The case of the comfornt wornen or ;ug:m’

ianfu” in tbe Philippines and Astan counmies
occupied by the: Japanese Inoperial Anmy during

“the war did not muke il to the history books

"Ma, Cerf;S'

P Doyo

written shortly after that violeat era. The sexual
abuse the woroen suffered was nol widely known
and cven the victims themselves did not want to

dwell on them. But rising feminist consciousness

and contesuporary historical events gently pushed
these war victims into the open. "fhc time had

In 1993, with the help of the Tusk Force on
Filipino Comfort Women, 46 forier Filiping
comfort women, all in their 60s and 70s, filed 2
lawsuit agaiost the Japancse government to seek
redress and compeasation. The Japancse
governmen! issued an apology and promised

“*gifts of atonement™—a 10-year $1-billion

programn for the Asian victims_The International
Commission of Jurists (ICJ) aad the Task Force
however criticized the plan as insufficient and
recommended more immediate steps for
rehabilitation and restitution.

Research shows that the Japanesc mihtm‘y—
sexual activily javolved systematic planning and
forcible drafung of about 200,000 Asian women

inJapanese-occupied arcas. This operation stasted .

after the Yapanese invasion of Ching in 1937. The
Ia‘ﬂancseuﬁhury provided their garcisons with so-
ed "comfort stmtions™ which served as brothels

_with sex slaves for theiroen’s exclosive use. This
was the case in the Phitippi

. Sea islands, Malaysia,
- Indies) and Manchburia (Northeast China).

., Korea, the South
donesin (Dutch East

Al that time, Japan war a signatory ta the
"Intematiopal Arrangement and Conventions for
the Suppression of Traffic in. Women and-

Children” znd was prohibited from sending
Japanese comfort women abroad unless the
women were prostinies who were 21 years oid

-and above. Aod yet when the Japanese invaded

the Philippiues in 1941 they brought with them
a few Korean comfort wornen. And because they
aeceded morg womien, they rounded up Fihpmos
to become their sex staves. ..

~ ‘This deliberate mifitary opauuon was'meant
10 keep the Japanese satisfied and sustain dredr
mifitacy performance. An exclusive comfort
station also supposedly prevented the spread of
sexvally mansmilled disenses which could canse
a decline in the men’s Gghtiag skills and condd
even find their way 1o Japan, '

Cornfort stations were sel ug in many places
across the couniry, among them, Manila,
Pampongs, Doilo, Akfan, Sorsogon, Masbate.

Lucia Misa of Bulscan was 15 when Japanese
soldiers entered her house. The soldiers
bayoneted Lucia’s parentc and when her sister
refused-to go with them, they sliced off her
brcastﬂnddiiembmlcd hex Locia was bought
to the garrison where she wes held prisoner for
three months. Every day she was xap:dbya; feast

five soldiers.

Junnita Jamat was pregnant when 15 Japanese
soldiers barged into their rented room in Grace
Patk and took away all the men. She and four
other ‘women were rsped then Brought-io 2
budiding in Divisoria where they wore hefd as
sex slaves....

Although fapan was among the comiries that
ratifizd The Hague Convention of 1907 protectmg
civilians in ied temmitories xid thercfore was
bound by it, the Japancse Impedal Army violated
many provisions. Sadly, tribunals thatl tried war
crimes later, like the Military Tribouad for the Far
East (Tokyo Tribunal), focused mainly on the
maltreatment of prisoners of war{P'-OW) nocent
civilians, Like the women who vere used in

military-sexual exercises, were of no consequence.
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A candle for Lola Rosa

ARIA Rosa.Luns Henson led a life that

cauld not have been fived by anyane of

lesser sttt X
Her tragedy, as she herselfhad described

" simply and heartbreakingly In her autabiograghy, b

gan even Lefore she was born. Her mother Julia was
the daughter of a tenant farmer, To help feed the large
Lunabraod, Julia worked as maid for the landlord and,
against her will, bore his child, The Hegltimarg daugh-~
ter, Maria Rasw, would later rurn our to be the single
reason why her mother held on to life and sanity.
"With the circumstances of her birth and poverty
explained to her early on, Marle Rosa was deter-
mined to make something of herself, She wanted.to
beeome a docror, and she took the steps toward this
by striving to become the valedictorian in her class.
Pora while, there seemed to be a way out of mis-
¢ery. And chen, war
struck. Maria Rosa, then ‘ ‘
14, became one of the

war's fiest casualtias, ‘ ;

While thls period of her She stood u-p-',
life would be known o held up her life
mast Filipinos as the ome .
she had -suffersd as a sex as a wmetm Of

slave to the occupyin ; ; ;
torees, it was also :hf :im% i mhumcmzty and
when she exercised many - demanded
other aces of heroism. C
Maria Rosa had joined the Justice.
Teaistance movement, the
Hukbalahap. Ir was in che ,, i
course of performing .. iask :
for the undergraund organization—-while delivering tor
the guerrillas guns and ammunition hidden under o
cartful of vorij—that she was taken by the Japanese and
forced to.becomu what would be veferred ta hs 4 “com-
tore woman.” She suffered the slavery for nine months.,
Despite the humiliation, the pain and the dark yncer-
rainty that her life as 3 hostage brought to her, Maria
Rusa still found time for more courage. While she her-
self could not yer be saved, she found no obstxele 1o
trying to save others~—on one occasion, the village of
Fampang in her home province in Bampanga. Aftee over-
hearing Japanese officers diseussing their plant to bum
down the village, Marla Rosa conveyed the informa-
tiviy to one of the barrlo residents. The villagers cscoped,
and the Japanese turned theic wrath on their suspected
informer, Maria Rosa. It was the torture chamber for
her wntil the guerrilias finally found and freed her.
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Even after the war, life rafused to take 2 quiet turn
this woman who had tsken more thin her share of tr
and tribulations, Marriage did -not work’ out too w
with a man whose nobility of couse in the Hukbaleh
did not mareh his personal character. She raised her the
thildren alone, washing qther people’s clothes and woi
ing in a facrory, - : :

She would have gone on with her steady, silent s
vival but one day, a nongovernment organization we
on radia calling on all “comfort women™ who suffer
during the Japanese occupation to come forward af
clalm justice. '

The memories carhe back to Maria Rosa and ‘o
mented her. Finally, she decided, She would be 1o
mented no more. She stood up, held up her life as
victim of inhumanity and demanded justice.

On Augusc 18, Maria Rosa died, her quest for ju
tice nov quite won. $he had won publit atrention
her plight.and these’ of hundreds of other wome
similarly bruzalized by Japanese soldiers. But'repan
tion and remiorse from those thac viokated her ha
been slow and niggardly. One wonders if, in the to
tuous language thag carried the spologhes oF the Japs
nese governnient, Maria Rosa’s tormentors had trui
asked for her forgiveness. Even from chat, howeve
she would save them the trouble,

"1 fad Jearned o accepr suffering. 1 also learned ¢
lurgive,” she said in her book.

As a Filipino, a woman and a human being, Mari
Rosa’s heraism will be hard to equal, et alone surpas
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3 SHEwas Ibe first (o go public with hex story, and
i, her face, coptorted in gried and pain, remains for

- % me the singular image of the Filipino Coma“on

-»Womln
~Last year, “Lola” Rosa Hensob publuhed an
accmmt of hor life and her ordeal that is searing
~ in its simplicity and honesty. In hey own words
tnd drawings, sho suros up = life that was ill-
* suarred from thie beginning; bom the itlegitimate
v - dnoghter of a wealthy landlord and a young
" _housemaid. The most compelling portions of
, *Comfort Woman: Slave of Destiny” are of
* course'ibe months ybe spont ss a sex slave in a
. Japaness gucrison. So young was she that she
ludnot yet had a period when she was forced to
Tservice" dozens of Japanese soldiers a day. But

- &u from ber account of ber survival, recovery, .

~and how she created a life for berself and her

childran that readers can-draw valuable h_fc ,
lessony, . " Toot esnpe? Because they might kiE me.”

o i : LR
RESCUED Jrom the garrison by a guerrilia
“raid, Rosa was a phyrical wreck, battered.in

ba‘; and mind, and fcmng :!u woild go’

,)ucd.
"1 reguimed conaciousness onty two months,

" sfter 1 was rescued frore the garrison. 1 found -

mpelfin my mother’s house. I'wept wlien I
" saw my wother's face. I wanted to speak, but

o words came I'rommymth.ldxdnotny :

s word for a loxg time.

My mother oursed me back to hea!lh
spoon-feeding me as.if I were a baby. 1 could
neither stand sor walle 1 crawled like an

* Infant. I could vof focus my cyes well and

tnrylhing X mw was blurred.

" Rvery time I spoke, 1 began to dronl, my
+ saliva dripping from the corner of my mouth

like » dog. My mether pitied me very much, I

. wupi not only for my pain, but for hers. [ tried .
" lowritesolcould explain what had happened -
" o me, but the pencil ‘weuld - drop from my -

ﬂnm and the words eame badly...
"Desnite mvy spreck difficulties, T manazed

o

T i ettt m—

Rina _
Jimenez-David.

to tedl my mother ulf fhat had happened to me.
My mother cried bitterly. She and I were very
<clost, and 1 shered with her 2ll'my secrets...

1 was the center of jokes then because of
my speech difficulty. My neighbors thoaght
that ] had:gone mad. Even my own mother,
who was the only one whe knew my secrets,

- was beginning to think-that I was crazy

because I kept mutiering to myself, “Why did

LR !

SOON after Liberatior, her mother urged Rosa

- bo get mayried. Domingo was a persisient suitor,

who insisted on margying her even after she told
him she Rad been raped by the Japanese (she

_ntill conld not bring herself to 1atk about the

sexwol slavery), -Bventually, becawse ke was a

“good” man, Rosa acceded 1o her mother's

urgings, even .if she fels the-"stain” of her
defilement would haunt her forever ¢

My husband and 1" 201 along well. He had 2
good seqase of humor, and in many ways we were
compatible. When he was not ‘working in the
ficids, he helped me take cxre’of our daughters
10 I couid do the washing and cooking. He liked

- 1o play with them, He would strum his guitar and

sing them love songs... .
My husband Jooked happy with his family. I
atended to his néeds and obeyed whathe wanted

" msto do. T waniéd 10 show him that Thad healed,

1 was happy, 100. For the first fime since I was
kept in the Japanesc gamison, 1 was bappy. {
-alerays rempmbered my mother’s words, “Love
develoos in due course.”

< - Lola Rosa: Icon and survwor

Doming knew the pm sﬂl hannied me, He
would wake me up in the middle of the night
whenever I bad nightmares.. Sometimes 1 bated
him becanse he knew 1 bad been defifed. But I
contiaued 1o be nice to him, (0 serve him and
pleass him, Mayhe I even lezrned 1o Jove him.

LA B

HER marriage camé apart, though, when

- Domingo joined the Hukbalahap and became

a commarider. He would Iater be killad in ¢’

* military ¢iicounter. Rosa then became a single

mother, working to feed and educate her three
children. Then came. the moment of perzonal

- ltheration: -

One moming in June 1992, while T was
hanging my lavndryon the dothestine, [ heard
s femaie voice on the radio talking abont
women who were raped and snsiaved by
Japanese troops during the Second World War

. Lshook all over, I felt my blood furn white,
1 heard that there was 2 proup called the Task
Force on Filipino Comfort Women looking for
women like me. I conld not forget the words
that blared out of the radio that day: “Don’t
be sxhamed, being a'sex slave is not your fandt.
Itis the responsibility of the Japanesé Iimperial
Army. Stand up and fight for-your rights™

-BYery day, I tuned in to the same radio
program. At the same time, T tried to forget

. the announcement about comfort wamen.

Many weeks passed, xnd 1 did not henr the
announcement again. But op September 3,

1992, » Thursday, another woman spoke. I
was Nelia Sancho, and she was repcnﬁng
Liddy’s (Nakpil-Alejandro) words. T wept in
fromt of the radio. My danghter Rosario ran
upstairs and found me sobbing.

“Motber, whaf happened? she asked.

‘YWhy are you crying?” I conld not answer. 1
only poiuted to the radio. Nelia was still
spraking and snnouncing a nomber to call.
“} am that wornan she is talicmg about,” I said.
Rosario hugged me, It was the first time she
Iearned -shaout what had heen dane to me.
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" MANILA (Kyodo} More than a .

dozen aging former “comfort
women” from the Philippines
urged the Japanese govern-
ment Wednesday to pay com-
pensation to Asian women
who were forced into sexual
slavery for Japanese soldiers
before and during World War
iL : :
The Filipino women said
time is running out as many
of them, now in their 60s and
708, are dying. _

“It’s about time that the
Japanese government heeded
our cal for justice,” said Ne-
lia Sancho, who heads a sup-
port group for the women. She

said the women are still wait-
ing for compensation and a di-
rect apology from the Japa-
nese government.

“We will not stop until the
Japanese government heeds
our call,” said Fedencia Da-
vid, 69, a former comfort
woman, '“The fight goes on.”

Of the 169 Filipino women
who have gone public with
their stories since 1992 and
said they were forced to work
in military-run  wartime
brothels, 20 have 50 far died
and many are sick, Sancho
said.

The latest was Maria Rosa
Henson, who died Monday at

the age of 69, Henson was the
first former comfort woman
to tell her story in 1992, saying
she was kidnapped and raped
by Japanese soldiers at age 14
in Pampanga Province.

Henson was among the 46
women who filed a damages
suit in a Tokyo court in 1993
demanding ¥20 million each
in compensation.

Seventeen hearings have so

' far been held, with the final

one schéduled for Sept. 19.
The women's lawyers said the
Tokyo Distriet Court may
hand down a.decision in De-
cember or, at the latest, in
March next year.
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