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» ~LILA-Filipina, Inc. . _ PR

an gegenizatlon of Fillping survivors of rape snd sex s}mry by Japantse traops during otid Wtf
il, aug of human rghis and peace aclivisls end partners; enbisioning s world of peace, wi hut

x slavery and oiher forms of v]olance on womgn in waf nd arm nilst stiumtlong e

o

News Releasc on L!LA {’lllpln: Lolas’ Raliy at Japnn ['.mbassy

19 Scpternher 1997 e ) | .
Refercace: Ndix Spnchmalou Sabndc : '
LILA Fillpina/Asisn Woman' 's Human nlghl: Council . ’

Tol, T24 $406/Tpn. 924 6381

LILA PILIPINA LOLAS APPEAL FOR JUSTICE
TO TOKYO Cco URT IN RALLY AT JAPAN EMBASSY

Some (ifty Filipine survivors of mpe and sc:ychmy by Japen and women's rlghts
advacates and supporters gathered in front of the Japenese, Embassy on Roxas Boulevard
this morning in a rally to demand-the rights to legal compensation of the former comfort
women, -

G

" Mg are holding this rally on the sime day the Tokyo District Conirt in Japan holds its

+ latest hearing on the compensation suit filed by Filipino comfort women survivers, to
.show ‘our strength in our defnand for state compensation”, said Lola Prescila Bartonico,
pmdent of LILA P:l:plm-Metro Manila Lolas Chapter.

¢

"Tht: LILA Piligina Loles |ppeal lo the Tokyo Court £ uphold the rights of the Filipino
victims lo mdwudual cmpensationand ofﬁcnl npologuu from Japan™ Lola Prescila
added,

R b o T

Th:ee LILA Pth pima wrvnmrs, Hmm Bushrnmic Pacita Santillan and Sabina thl:gn
are testifying st the Sept, 19 hearing in Tokyo. They are nccompanicd at the hearing by
LILA f’"lptm suppomng members, Nelia Sancho nnd Richeida Extremadura,

Neh’Samho coordinalor of the Asian Women's Human Rights Council (AWHRC)-

Maniia Office, stated that the Japencse government continucs to discriminate sgainst
Asian war victims.

" Slapan hes clearly recognized ils respons:b:hky to the Juponese war victims, by enacling .
some fiftecn laws providing nearly 3400 in damages sa fer”, said Sancho. “Bulin the '
case of non-hpmese victims, the Japanese govemmenl sull reuses {o pay
compensation”, she added,

"By conlinuing lo deny ils official responsibility to the comfort women victims from the
- Philippines, Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia and other Asian countries, the Japaum

govermnment still shows its lack of repentance and remorse [or ils aggression sgainst the

Asian peoples in the scoond wotld war, an antitude that continues 10 make the Japanesc

povernment suspest in commlmng future acts of invasion and agpression against other
countries” Sancho said,

“We I_{'o;n' the Tokyo Di:trict Court will give jn.sﬁe? 10 the Loln;hy if‘ﬁming]ﬁﬁh‘s
legal respdnsibility for the crimes against he comfort women and compeliing the

Japanese government 1o pm\ndc just individual compengation to these women victims',
Sanche said.
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A rape, s&x sloyery and other forms of viglence on wom

N Press Statement

on the ¢ecasion of LILA Pilipina Lolas® Rally
at the Japanese Embassy
19 September 1997 |

Today, as the Tokyo District Court holds its eighteenth hearing on the compensation suit
fited by Filipino survivors o Japan’s wartime rape and sex slavery --

We, lie Lotag of LILA Pilipina and supporting members, appéal to the Tokya District
Court 1o uphotd the rights of the Filipino com{ort women to individual state
compensalion and official apologies from the Japanese govermment.

We appeal (6 (e Tokya District Court to listen to the testimonies of our fellow survivars,
Lola Hilaria Bustamante, Lola Pacila Santillan‘and Lola Sabina Villggas, who will lesiify
to their sulfering a3 rape victims and sex slaves of Japanese soldiers and-the
immeasurable pain, damage and trayma they have borne for more than fifty years.

We call on the Tokyo District Court to give legal recognilion to'the humnan rights
violations committed by Japan to the Filipina ¢omfor{ womeési, and aflirm the Japanese
governiment's tegal responsibility lo provide stale reparations to the viclims and survivors

- T of these war erimes,

We call on the Tokyo District Court lo uphold the standards of international
humanitatian law, a$ lald down in such instruments as the Hague Conventionof 1907, the
Geneva Convention on the Protection of Civilians and the 1LO Convenlion Concerning
r*_'grccd Labor, which delines Japan's comfort women practice a3 a war crime, & crime
against humanity and a case of military sex slavery and forced labor.

We agipeal lo the Vokyo District Court to renderjuslicc to the Filipino com{ort womea,
and lead {he ?a.y_ror the full realisation of justice for all comfort women and the
restoration of Japan’s honor and peace with the peoples of Asia .

Leln Amoniia Dalajsdia _ Mdln Snacho
Co-Chairpersen L Ceerdinater o, L
LILA Pilipina. -~ . : : Asian Wemen's 1fuman Rights Conncil-Manila

Y

MAILIHG ADDRESS: P.O, Bexe 1013, Clilmall UP Diflman, Quezen Cily. !;hilfppinds‘
ONGE AVORESS:: c/o Aslan Women's Humen Righls Council, 4L Fil.Gorcla Building
14n ).’.n!f-hrnﬂn A\nﬁonn- e er Mavomom SE, Ouazon Cily thpph’” (
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