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37. *Gna day {n June, at the age of 13, I had to prepars lunch for oy
parents who were working in the field and so I went to tha village wall to
fotch watar. 2 Japanase scoldier surprised me thera and tock ma away ... . I
was taken to thae polica statisn in a truck whare I was raped by saveral
Poelicemen, When I shoutad, they put socka in my mouth and continued to rape
me. The head of the police station hit me on the left eve because I wag
cerying. I lost eyesight in thae laft eya. After ten day= or so I was takan to

the Japanese army garrison ... . Thexe wera arcund 400 cther Korean young
girlis with me and we had to ssrve

) s over 5,000 Japanese scldiers as BexX slaves
every day. Each time I protastad,

they hit me or stuffed rags in my meouth.
Ona held a matchstick to my private part until 1 obaeyaed him. My private parts

33. The Govarnment of Japan has made some welcome efforxts at dealing with
the problems of past viol

ence Lo “comfert women”. Tha Government of Japan and
successive Japanese prinme mi

nisters have expressed remorse and have apologizad
‘to formezr “comfort women”.

A private fund called the Asian Women’s Fund has
been set up to assist individual victims with a grant of 2 million yen each.
Az of this writing, over 100 victims have applied to raceive funds and about
30 would have actually received atonemant money. The Pund alsoe attampts to
help elderly womeh in countries in which there exist former “comfort women”® ,
but whera cultural rastraincs Praevent wemen from caoming forward. The
Govarmment has set aside 700 millien yen from the national budgat for medical
and welfara projects of the Asian Wemen’s Pund. It has 3l%0 made a ccumitment
to raise awareness and to include rafersnce to these tragedies in texthooks sc
that such practices go not amerga in the futura. Howevar, tha Government of
Japan has not accepted laegal responaibility. Perhaps it is waiting for
decisions of the si

X court cases filed with Japanese courktg.
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Korea nuw pays compensation to sex slaves itself

Amstardam - In an attempt to solve one of the most delicate historical
problam with Japan, the So{ﬁh-Koreah government dectded to pay a

financisi.l compensation to women, who were abused by tha Japanegse army
during ihe second World War,

Ea¢u one of the 152 °
Won (mais than # 50,000).
decision,

comfort girls' will be offered 38 million

The government in Seoul adhered ta the
which was taken last weak, to abandon asking Japarf:o pay
for part of the smount of money, as demanded by Grganizationg of the

{, abused wimen, The interagt group insist that Japan in this way admits
the griet that was inflicted upon these WOmen.

for several months the goverament had been sevarely

divided
aver thi: diplomatically Fensitive issue. Minister Sin Nak-yun of
Culture ¢ mid he adhered to an official apology and compensation. The

Japaness government howaver stated that all claims for a
compensa’:ion were settled under the normaliz

refuses 1.0 provide the women with a financiail Caompensation.
In 1996 Japan founded a pri
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which . he . axpressed:. his—aincerdst-—apolagtes— and= Fay Itrigs’ of
remorse'. An official apology to all Asian” neighbours was never
expressed. since this still meets with filerce opposition from
rightwing nationalists in Japan. '

Hist:rians said that in WW IT 21 3,70

fn"Japanesd hrmy brothels. Dutch

TS vomer” ward "aISC I ¢his group. It is not konown how many of the former
Korean 'comfart gqirls® are still alive, as most of them remain silent

about theixr experiences. Most of the former sex -.s.la:rgfswgg_g_ now in
their saventies. ™ ' i
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gum- | LILA-Pilipina, Inc. 3

i } . an urganization of Fillping sbrvtvars of rape and sox stavery by Japanese (roops duting World War
bt 11, and of human righls and paac nctivisis and partners; envisioning a world of peace, withoul

™ lape, sox slavery and ollier forms of viglance un women In war and arined conflict siluaiions :
PREDSS RELIEASE
April 28, ' 598 .
Source: L1LA Pillpina GABRIELA Public Infonmation Depariment

' Tel. no. 433.50-61 tel. no, 928-80-34 ]
fax no, 924-69-0}

e-mail gab@mul. sequel, net

TOKYO COURT RULING VALIDATES °
COMFORT WOMEN’S CLAIMS
Filipina comfort women weicomed the ruling‘made by Yamaguchi District Court in

Tokyo yetterday in favor of the thres South Korean comfort women saying that this praves the
vatidity o the comfort women’s struggle for justice.

P - 5 g i

"“We are glad that the ruling favored the comfort women. We can only attribute this.
victory ta the determined efforts of survivors and our supporters to achieve justice!’ said Lola
Fedencia 1Javid, vice president of LILA Pilipina Metro Manila. '

R e SR s

Ot. the same ﬁote, Lols Fedencia also said that they are *highly disappointed over the
measly anwount of compensation which does not atone for anguish and suffering we endured as
sex slavey of Japanese soldiers during the Second World War.”

The decision, handed out by the court’s Shimonoseki branch, Presiding Judge Hideaki
Chikashite. ordered for a legal compensation of ¥300,000 $2,280) {or each of the three South
Korean comfort women staling that Tokyo was unable to fulfil] it’s duties to indemnify the

victims of its wartime crimes against women used as sex slaves. However, the court was silent ;
on the isn e of official apology. 4

it dadioriad,

‘The group of Filipina comfort women were also dissatisfied over the failure of the court
to address the demand for public apology. They said that without the official apology, the
Japanest yjovernment continues to “wash its hands” off its accountability over the sex crimes-
perpetrates] by their military.

An estimated of 200,000 women all over the world, mostly Asian, were victims of
military sx stavery during WW2, In the Philippines, there are 169 documented comfort women. |

1114 Pilipins, the orgenization of Filipina survivors of military rape and sex slivery
dusing the Japsuese accupation in the Philippines durimg the World War 2, held a picket together ’
with GABRIELA in front of the Japanese Embassy along Roxas Blvd.
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Koreon-Tumed-Cambodian
Weathers Past Obstades to
Embrace Ruture Challenges

By Piv SISOVANN
AND JEPF SMITH
THE CAMBOOUA DAKY :
e doesa't recall the detalls of how she
was taken from Koren to Cagribodla,
not even whether she was 17 or 18
years old al the e, That was more than 55
yeard 850, What slic does clewrly remember
was that she was talcen by force, by the
JFangness ATy,
1 was very, very afraid because | didn'y
ipaw why they brought me here and | had
been been parted from my parents,” the
wolian known as Grandms Hun said ina
recent interview, “They cried, Lerled alsa”

In sorne ways, her story is similar to the ste-

ries of many of the esthinal

rrsicho: ed 200,000 “comfoit wo-

men” who were taken dun

“J""'n. “""“ ,‘m"""g_' ing World War I to sexually

drpisoment,  Grandma Flun's story also is

g perhaps differsut thun

e 283 neb—shia fell in love with 2

Japancee frst leutenant whe she constdered
her hushband, and they had a child.

Japa has yet to formally spologlze for its
sctions daring the war, Bul two weeks 3go, in
a sunrise decision, 2 lapanese coun ordered
the Japanese govermnent o pay 52,300 o
cach of three South Korean women foreed
inte such sexual slavery.

-Recause of her “special case” of having

at whe considered a Japanese husband,
Grandma Hun s uniltely 10 sue for compen.
sution xs other comfort wonlen have dane,
uecording 1o a Korean businessman in
Phuvom Penki sssisiing her,

Grundma Hun perbaps has enough chat
lenges ahead.

A week ago, she and a granddaughter left
Canmbotlia to return o ve in ber homeland of
Kores. After raising four children and 15
grandchildren in Cambodiz, Grandrra Hun's
challenge now will be adjusting to a yodely
that she Tmsn\ been part of for move i a
halfcontury,

Grandma Hun (her Korean name is [ee
Nam Y3} left Cambodia last week with enly
some Korean phrases in her head, 3 Korean
traditional dress and sketchy memories of her
chikdhood.

“She has bcr.n here 55 years, so it's not
Continuad on page 5

4 -'s:,. '& i-’t '

Ouid Vo dur Y/ The Camasie, Oy
Seventy-lour-year-oid Srandma Hun, whose Koresn name is Lee Nam Yi, sits al her {are-
well ceremony flanked by (e Cambodia tag. A mother of four ad & grandmother of 18,
Qrandmx Hun was kidnepped fram her nome In South Keres end foreed into sexual tlav.
ary, Serviting Japanese soldiers during Waorld War [t She seltted In Cambgdia for he
next 55 years, only now reluraing (s her home in South Korea,

-53_
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Gmndma. .

cofnuunn yRoM, PAGE ONBw, |,

eusttoadlusx. said Frank 1.3
?(a.ng, mmnw’qowas

maqwnc lier, hpc‘i: t her hqmtlant'l. “Well, .

m Tﬂ‘.l‘ '

Onec?b equﬂetowp-hermhu 15
yeanold granddaughter, Leak Chamy, wio
ndsln!mmmmwgowmw

ywﬂlahmﬂ-ﬂunﬂwisampomdb!'

Hun firid her coots and Wished
niew Afe in Kores, In Novernber 1994,

afer her sibuation bécarne Rnowe to the
Karean embassy hiere, Park met with Grand-
ma Hun and promised her that he would
maks pecple aware of lier sad stocy.

1 gsmune theve Jre {or wers] mors like her
in Camho&a. but unfortunsely there's no
infornation,? Pack sald il an )
interviaw Jast week. “It was
difficult to verity Goandma:

When peace came, |

15, when Gapdmaygn s 8y |
ol

. That's whan the Japanese took her antl
* gther Korean worhen'tty fores Bom

Lies. "At the time, Kores was 100 weak' 10 '

resiet, she sah

. laken on hoard. The boat made stops at Tai-
Saigon, There were about 10

wan, Singapore,
womnen lefl when the ship’ stnpped a Phnom .

P@‘h ‘e
*Qnee in Pluwm th they employed us

asrim'wml.ﬁny whﬂeva'theywmt‘

i shasmid ., IS B
Wﬂﬂnaﬂmﬁmedmmng.mmﬁed
living with & Japanese first feulenant named

. She mmnhm alsout 100 mwn haing .

Tadakuma. “So | have to say the truth, wa- -

loved each other."

After e war, mnedmalum:omem
st om the French. She was reguany; the
il was bam in the forest,

Ta jem Nimosell from the French, the
Japanese Leutenant became 3 monk at a nea

by wat, . '

Over the course of the

years, the two met 25l
and on &t least two occa-

Hun's story; there was-hok of came back to ask'hifm to  cons Grandima Hur said

documentaion, much ol it. bring me back with him

d.mwedmm;

d:mcn,Prk’m:lhes

Rnoenﬁy. Bve e!hnvc Ko- . me

rean women who ideatifed
themsalves as comfort wo-
men were fouad.in China, an

Forier ComponT Woman  THe "

her that he would ke

period” Pot! and my, child to Korea or ofher,
In refefence to'the recent Japan and he said, Yes, | “

nisaes, Will come back and toke

while 'mybehued,"lsﬁmlbr you and bring you with

“Wheh' pencecame I
‘catne back o ask fim to
biing me back with Him
and my chikd to Horea ar

Japan. and he said, Yes. I

will come back and take
—GRANDHA HUN  YOU md bring you with

But it never Iuppmed.

official at tha South Korean
Embasyy in Phoom Pénh seld. Two 75vear
akls in the proviness of Heilongiang and Jiia
have: eapressed & desirs like Grandma Hun's
to be repatiated to Kovea,

mkmuﬁnﬁmwmmmm
Grandma Hun's cisa, nor were officialy mvit-
ed to my of the repatriation cereniontes, st
Secretary of the [apanese Emibassy, Kanhirg
Nalal sald last weelic

Grandms Hun agreext o an interview the
evening before her departure from Cambodia,
in 8 modest apartment near Psar Thmel
mim had been bving the previous six

The wrinkled-faced woman with shost-
cropped wir sat oo the atge of her bed bare.
foct, peering at the reporters behind arge sye
glasses, Although a glucuse bag was by the
wall near her, sl appeared quite healtly for
her 74 wéars.

She insisted that she wasa’s {umer, but
{netead Kavean, This was confirmned whan
Grandma Hun received her Oret passport
recently-—South Korean. a South Korsan
erubassy official sald

But throughout the more than hourdong
mmm:ét:ia g‘bvi%_t:q st Grandma Hun
was con e uently refarred to
Cimbodians a8 ~us Cambodmns and Ko
Teans a8 “those pecrle;”™ -

mmwmhwmﬂnfaamdm
she deesn't knowm wlﬁdmmnﬁ lhe
bdoua; R

mmwmmmm

And, in the years during
their separation, the lieutenant had. gotten
limsgelfa neve wife and child, she leamed.

The leutengnt reherned to Japan in the nid-

- 19508, leaving Hun to ook after herself and

* her daughter as Cambodia. slowly roiled
toward civil war. A Cambodian man befriend-
cd her, they married and evennually had three
childven,

She reportedly eventually couldn’t Gve with
im hecause of his drinking, but “we still meet
from time to me.” she szid.

Dusing the Khmer Rouge reglime, Hug was
tageted for exocution for heing a foreigner,
but the execution never cune, One of har
sons, however, did (disappear, presumably
kilied by e IKhmer Rouge.

I July 199G, Gmndmx Hun was "discaw

Hemmlﬁswbackmﬁtml“mh
wim!u:awayumgwnm wyng s catcly &
tax just sAlith of the Skoun nwk-'.'.! FesEag
sympathy for har, he stopped. During the con-
varsadon, Hwang lesnad that the wonsan had
a Korean grandmather. And he kamed 2 Rile
about Tiow that Korean grandiother had
wound up In Cambodia.

The next day, Hwang headed back to
Skoun frorh Phaom Fenh o meet Grandma
Hunnh&rhmm he wid Ter ha was
Koresn, shé reporuadly was
Ing his hunds yd crying fov

-lmmwmmm“mm

. T Condimiad on page 7 -
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| eril months,
: lm!neﬂ her y%
m

'
Gra,nﬂ#na e
; cowuRe rodi race Bt ! *
_ &m‘l-lwdd. Hmwmd
--L\:ﬁwwh&d‘uht she had Tbee::n o;;:
iha llfﬂmn:. ol VS
- the Jopienede iy,
Oyen the ne

with’ Swmw I
diplogtats ol SR
Phnom Peuh and BN
becm 10 pub
her

of being a Kevean' -

i .

national hntl © be |

Tmmly:;myedldun‘thwmm
d\udﬂmmm

-Butld aﬁulhnyur Knrea. itvwas
Grapditz Hun tat rrunediately rocognized
hﬁmmdumhawwho teck

porse,

“It was the same fee, | recognlzad the
wait [birth naek] on (he hee, she will Bdnl
want to helleve me” Gaandms Hun said,

Tt sister was inally comvinced aer a Hlood
test was done. "My sistar thpn. waS st

]
P Gt Geandiod Hun aequired
South Korean citizenship and Ia April
Caanbodin' spproved \'neruwlg\tim w ¢rop
her Canbodian-cifiaenship, .
Gnm)mn THun s0ict last, w';ek that ghe'y
" o be going

m:mm@m
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