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WATHINGTON (Kyed) The
Encla Gay, the B-29 bonther
that dropped the atomic homb
on Hlircshima in 1943, will be
preserved permanently, fully
restored, at a planned annex
te the Smithsonlan Instltu-
tion’s National Air and Space
Museum, an official of the in-
stitution said Monday.

The museurs’s exhibition
featuring the World War {I
bomber closed Monday. It
was extended by one day due
to confusion over when it was
to end.

Originally scheduled for on-

_said.

ly six months beginning in
June 1895, the exhibit eventu-
ally lasted for nearly three
years and had more than
million visitors. -
The exhibited pieces of the
plane will remain at the mu-
seum under protective wraps,
and lts large corner gallery
will become a temporary
storage space when the muse-
um begins a major renovation
project in Junme, museum
spokesman Mike Fetters

In mid-2001, the exhibit will
be moved to the Air and

Space Musewm’s new annex
scheduled to open in Decom-
ber 2001 near Washington's

. Dulles International Airport,

Along with the space shuttle
Eaterprise and an SR-71
Blackbird spy planse, the ““ful-
ly restored and reassembled
Enola Gay ... will be one of
the cornerstones of the Dulles
collection,” Fetters said,

The Enola Gay dropped an
atomic bomb on Hiroshima on
Aug. 1, 1945. Three days later,
another atomic bomb was
dropped on Nagasaki by an-
other B-29. :
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Ex-kamikaze pilot helps establish

‘lf%'};‘s;;:?'f peace exchange program

By Puyutaka Kashiwazaki,
Michiko Taghibana and
Vaya Sugiura

Yomiurl Shimbun Junlor Prega Writera

hers is a man who survived a
T kamikaze attack on a U.S. ship off

Okinawa during World War i, tlis
plane was shot down aad he was rescued
by a U.3. destreyec’s crew
members.

Hig nume is Kaoru Hose.
gawi, He was a ientenant,
juniot grade in the Impetial
Japanese Navy who graduat-
ed from the Impetial Naval
Academy and i3 now the pres-
ident of Rengo, a company in
Osoka. '

After 5O years, he and the |
surviving crew members of |
the U.5. destroyer that shot
down his plane met again.
The meeting gave birth to a
program in which Japanese |
and U.3. high school students
will visit each other's country.
this summer to share their hopes
for world peace.

The prograsmu is planned by the
Japan Youth Ressarch Iastitute
and Navy Memoral Foundation
of the United States and spon.
sored by The Vordiud Shimbun

Five students from the United |
States will be sent to Japan, and
five from Japan willbe sent to the ™
United States, They will be joined ’
by 20 high school students in the host coun-
try and for 20 days will participate in study
fours, amity meetings and camnping.

Hasegawa, 74, recently spoke with .

Yomiuri Jonior Press writers about his
wurtime experience and his expectations
for Japanese and U.S. youths of today.

On May 23, 1945, Hasegawa flew out of
the Impesrial Japagess Navy’s 2od Air
Base in Miho, Tottori Prefecture, aboard a
Ginga bomber. e and several other pilots
were going to conduct kamikaze attacks on
a feet of U.S. battleships east of Okinawa,

Hasegawa was the commander of a
squadron of 12 bombers.

When the aircraft passed over the sea off
Kyushu, heavy sain began to fall and ail but
Hasegawn's plane returzed W the base
Hasegawa bad aborted karmikaze missions
twice before, so ke decided o “go to the

goai this tme,” ho said.

fie spotted n ULS, fleet thiough 3 dft in the
clouds. He then targeted the aircraft caivier.

However, his plane came under antair-
cenft fira from the wurship USS West
Virginia. As e iried o avoid that attack,
his plane was shot down by the destroyec
USS Callaghan.

Husegawa losk consciousness and was
thrown froim his plane a5 it cashed into the

N

Sl Yustiida, left, and

=

sca. There wers two other. crew ‘members
aboard the plane. Hasegawa said he has a
flesting memory of Warrant Officer Minato
Yoshida swimming to him and the two of
them joining hands. The ird crewman,
Blight Petty Officer st Class Shuichi
Koyama, was nowhere in sight, [Tasegawa
said. ’

Despite the danger, the USS Callaghan
stopped to rescue Hasegawa agd Yoshida.

Hasegawa “suffered serious injuries,
including a broken right leg. He was taken
to Guam for medical treatment. :

Hasegawa felt dishonored because he
fatled to sink the enemy ship as a kamikaze
atthcker. He thought he had no reason to
live and artempted suicide aboard the ship
that carried him to Guam.

Two menths later the Cajlaghan was
sagk in a kamikaze attack and. 48 crew

Ahove: Hasagawa, sac-
ond from laft, with sur-
viving crow membera of
the U.S, destroyer

Left: Hazsegawa, center,
with craw mambers

Kovama during the war

members were killed.

For many years aflar the war, Hasegawa
wanted to know what happencd during the
time he wag unconseious after his plane
was shot down, He did not svea know with
whom ho wus {loating in the sea.

Thanks to assistance from Mardtime
Self-Defense Force officials who attended
the naval acadeny with Hasegaws, ho was
abls to get into contact with retited U.S.
Navy personnel. Fiom the
.8, war doruments he
wis able 1o access, he
found out deteils of the
bartle and learned about
an association for sur-
vivors of the Callaghan,

In 1995, 50 years after
he made the kamikaze
mission, Hasogawa visit-
ed the United States. He
atiended a. mesting held
to comuremmorate the S0th
anniversary of the Callag-
han's sivking and met
surviving ctew members
of the destroyer.

That is when ke realized
it was Yoshida who was
tescued with him, The
wurant officer died five
houss afler the eescne, |

To show his gratitude
for the U.S. military's
cooperation in revealing
to him what he wanted to
know, Hasegawa donated
$10,000 to a U.S. Navy
memetial foundation.

Kamikaze missions wers conducted in the
final stage of World War [ by the Tinperial
Japanese Army and Navy as the war situa-
tica deteriorated for Japen. Aircraft were
toaded with bombs, and the pilots purpose-
fully crashed into enemy skips.

The tactic was first used in' 1944 when
Vice Admical Takijiro Onishi, who was
commander in chief of the Ist Air Fieet,
formed the ¥amikaze Special Attack
Force, !

According to a recent eacyclopedia of
the history of the Showa e (1926-1989),
3,535 military personnel had died in the
suicide attacks by the end of the war.

U.5. recotds show that 16 navel vessels,
includicg the Callaghan, were sunk in the
attacks and that 185 vessels wers dam-
aged, according to the encyclopedia

(Tha wiiters ara high school students.)
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A JapanChina exchange
: gro_up_ sald Thursday that a
3a

panese movie abouf war-

‘time Prime Minister Gen. Hi-
- dekd Tojo, who was executed
. 8% 4 Clags-A war eriminal af-
_ ter World War 11, distorts his-

tory and Is unacceptable.
. Hotsuki Ozaki, representa-

. live executive of the. Japan-
... China Cultural Exchange As- .

. soclation, said *Pride,” pro-

. duced by Toei Co., distorts

history and sanitizes Japan’s

invasion of Asia during the -

Wwar, -

. In'a statement, Ozaldt said
- ““The movie equivocally de-

picts the Japanese invasion of
China and gives the imipres-
sion the Nanjing Massacre
was a mere fabrication.” .

- ““The rovie cammot be ac-

cepted since it destroys trust

.28.

‘Tojo fitm warps history,
exchange group says

with Japan am Aslan na-
tons,” gzaki SS&S S
_ The film ahout Tojo, Ja-
pan’s prime minister from
1941 to 1944, ig hased on the
sympathetic writings of To-

~jo’s B0-year-old granddaugh-
. ter. It Is scheduled for release

in Japan in late May.

The flim bas drawn criti-
cism from various circles, In-

cluding the Chinese author}-
tes.

" On May 9, a Chinese For-
- eign 1 _spokesman ex-

pressed shock and indigna-
tion about. the film, .and on
May 14 a Chinese Commiunist

Party new:{paper called it a

distortioq . lustor_y.
Tojo was hanged in 1948 af-

‘ter being convicted by an In-

ternational tribunal, -
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Japanese Right Praises
Film on WWI1I Leader

Dy SONNI ETRON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

OKYO-In & gesture lkely to
trigger fresh acrimony beiween
Japun and itz Asian neighbors, 27
conpervative lawmakers from Ja-
pan's ruling (ibera! Democratic Parly
earler this month warmly endarsed a
. conlroversial new movie about Gen. Hi-
deki Tgjo, the infamotw Japanese prime
minister who was tried and executed as &
war eriminal aftor World War H,
Japanese and foreign critica say the
feature flm, “Pride: A Fataful Moment,”
glorifies Tajo and portrays the brutal
Japanese invasion of Asia ag a just
campaign by Japan to liberate it op-
pressect Asxinn neighbors from Western

colonial rule.
“Hidelkd Tojo wasg the chief crimi.m\l. of

that warcfuuruﬂon ™ Chinoee f‘nreign
Ministry qwhuman Bangzao said
recently. “Wae feal shacked and indignant
over tha Iact that zome people in Japan
produced such a movie o0 whitewash
aggression.” North Xoren alac con-
demned the film with vitriol,

Sull, the
mcreening of Toel Studio’s $il-milion,
181 -minute epic read lke & “Who's Who"
af the LDPa right wing. Seven of the
lawmakers—including three former
Cabinet ministers and the son of one of
the “Ciost A° war criminals emecuted
with Tojo—~—held a post-acreening news
conferonce 1o endorse the filmmakers’
view that the Tokyo war crimea trials,
conducted. by the Allea after Japan's
surrernder, were grossly uniair, a mere
vehicle for ioposing the vicior' pre-
datermined judgments wpon the van-

quished,

Lawmiker Masahire Koga claimed that
he could not say. whether atrocitiens were
commitied at Nanjing, where the Chinese
say 500,000 men, womcn and children

d b

Yy aoldiers.
"l’he moat. imporunt

thing in to recognize
that there are a lot of different intexpre-
tationa of hlstory,” Koga

Another LDP member, Kenxo Yoneda,
49, said the 'Tokyo war crimes iribunal,
which concluded In 1848, shouid be
reconvenad in an unbiased, international

liat for the recent:

court. “Japan was made out to be the only
villain in the war,” he said, but blame
should be apportioned among both the
Jopanese and the Allles. Be and other
lawmakers suggeated that the U.S. fire-
bombing of Tokyo and stomic bombing of
Hiroahima and Nagusaki should aiso ba
treated as war crimes.

Aa for Tojo, he attempted mucide but
eventually waz hanged in 1948 after his

conviction by an international tribunal |
“that found him to be the architect of the

brutai Japanese wartime eampatgn, par-
Lsularly in S8outheast Asia and China.

ojo was said i1 have personally

approved Japan’s surpelse bombing

of Pear! Harbor and was seen a4 the
chief force in ensuring that the Japanese
joined the Awis forces, coordinating their
attempts at global control with Nax
Qermany and Fasciat Italy.

Repeated epinsodes in which Jupaneose
officizis have irled to minimize or deny
Japan's wartime misdeeds have outraged
the Chinese, Koreans and other Asians
for decades.

But belesguered Pritne Minister Ryu- -

taro Hashimoto has takan paing to try to
mend fencea, Last year, he toured & war

museum in Manchuria, the region of

northeastern China that was once a
Japanese colony, and apologized for the
pain Japan had caused there,

Early this month, senior LDP- ofﬁch.l
Hiromu Nonaka was senl on &n unprec-

- edented missinn to Nanjing, where he

expresged remorse and laid 2 wresth at a
memodial to Uke massacre victims.

This act was particularly symbolic
because the Japanese right claims that
the vietima were mosily soldlers in
¢ivilian clothing and the Chinese esti-
mates of the death toll are vastly over-
alated.

But Nonaka’s 3catwrn was quickly
couniered on the day of the screening by
LDP member Seiauke Okuno, who called
the Nmﬁng masgacre “a political crea-

. tion,”

This ldeol.ogical rupture within Japan's
ruiing party is symbolic of a growing
nationwide batile between liberals, who

are trying to force their government to

admit and atone fully for wartime atroc-
itles, and conservatives, who say that
Japan has apoicgized enough for much-
exaggerated misdeeds.

‘The conservative backlash appears to

-be gaining ground of late by insisting that

50 years afier the war crimes triais
concluded, Japan should shed itg “pbrain-
washed” and “masochistic” Allled-im-
pased view of history,

The chief- sponsor of “Pride” was
Higashi Nihon Housing Co., whose presi-
dent, Isao Nakamura, has reportedly
been outspoken in calling for Japan to
give s children a version of their history
that will reinstiti natjonal pride.

Yuko Iwanami, Tojo's granddaughter,
who believes her notorious ancestor hag
been unfairly lumped ingether with Adoff
Hitler and Benito Mussolini as a symbol
of pure evil, has been an energetic backer

of the film.

The popular gctor Magshiko Tsugawa,
who stareed in fibns by the late divector
Juzo Itamf and now twrns in a brillinntly
gympathetic performance as a tormented
yet unbowed, honorable and grand-
fatherly Tojo, also has been stumping for
the movie and its ideology. )

sug&wamidchargeéthattmmm'

glorifies Tojo are based on a *‘sim-
plistic™ interpretation of a compiex
character. He aaid pe iz delighted vy the

- debate and the international furor, which

Le called “great publicity for the movie.”

Toei executives say they bope W
release the picture in the US.

But “Pride” could spark anti-Japanese
prejudice among some US. audiences
The film's length, fts sehunalts, its omis-
ston of any mention of Tolo's mistreat-

Batuct,

Gen. Hidekl Tojo—ptayed by actor Masshilo Tougawa—appears in the dock at war crimes trisl in a controversiat epic #m.

ment of Allied prisopers of war and is
posm'ayai of the American chief war
crimes prosecutor as a veugeful bungler
who fails te produce amy real evidence
against Toje might make it a hard seill in
Yarkee territory.

The loudest objections to the movie,
bowever, have come from Toef's own
labor union, which organized & denuneia-
tion of “Pride”™ by 205 Japaness film
Iumminavies, inteffectuals, unionists and
liberals,

“This smovie glorifies Japan's war of
invagsion and exonerates Hideki Toi,™
said Masayuld Kawachi, chairmes of the
Toed Lahor Union Committes, Moreover,
it is Hkely o trigger lorcign
Kawaehi sald “In the short-term, the
studio conld make 2 1ot of mopey, . in
the long run, it will be damaging,” he
Bkl
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One-third of women

in Tokyo are victims

of domestic violence

One-third of women goled
in Tokyo have been phys

tar of such women are abused’
repeatedly; according to'a.re-
ott released Thursday by the-
okyo Metropolitan Govern-

 ment,.

The' report; based on what

the -government described as-

the nation's first large-scale

survey on vioience againgt:-

women, ingludes some seri-
ous cases of ‘dumestic vio-
lence, R

About 1 pervent of the wom-

" en polled sald they have been.

repeatedly beaten so badly
that they could not stand up,
while -others reported that

they had been threatened

with knives by their partners.

“The situation must be tak-
en seriously, considering that
[many' women are victims of
such eruel violence,” said Yu-
ko O?ura‘ of the governo-
ment’s citizens and cultural
affaits bureau, _

‘The metropolitan govern-
ment polled 4,500 men and:
women in Tokyo last July and
August, with abont 1,500 wom-

“en and 1,200 men responding.

All were asked for their
opinions on violence against
wuomen, ‘and women were
asked if they had been vie-
tims of viclence.

. According to’ ‘the report,
more than half of the women

said they felt that thefr part- -

ners abused them mentally
by ignoring them or patroniz-
them

One-fifth confessed. thai
they have been sexually of-
fended or sbused, with part-
ners not cooperating in con-

| 1 physically.
abused by thelr partuers at:
loagt once, and about a quar- .

‘agap

"tpaqeptlon or threéieﬁi’ng‘ to

force them ‘to have sex
against their will, .
- The' survey: also showed

that women of varlous back- =

grounds, regardless of their
’He, “educational level or ip-

" com#, have been subject to

Physical abuse. by thefr part-
ners; whose backgrounds are
also diverse, -~ -~ i
- Only. 15" paccent - of the
abused. women talked to gth-
ers about. it; while-nearly 40
percent kept it secret. Six per-
cent . reported. not talking
about -it even. though. they
wanted to, and. nearly 40 per-
cent chose not to respond.

‘A common view of domies.
tic violence is of drmken hus-
bands leading fast: lives and
beating up their wives. But

‘the - report proved that vio-

lence can lappen in any fami-
ltﬁé"' Omura said, ‘stressing
t women should no lohger
be ashamed to speak out, and
soclety should be more sup-
portive of them, L5

‘The survey aiso highlighted
hetween men and wom-
en’s attitudes about viclence,
While more than 80 percent of
women considered & siap in
thetacetobeanactthgt!s
never justified, only abotit 68
percent of men agreed, -

On the other hand, more
men than women ‘comsidered
groping on tiains to be & vio-
latlon of human rights, Four
ot of five Surveyed women
have experienced such abuse.

In response to the report,
the government plans to hold

i ons to draw up mea-
sures to fight violence against
women, Omura said, -
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Chinese seek redress for wartime labor

". A T0-year-old Chinese man
demanded. in cowrt Friday

that Japanese corporations g
-and the government admiit

wrongdoing and pay redress
for 1abor ke claims he and 41

others were forced to perform - 34

in coal mines and elsewhers -
In Japah during World War 11,

Ly Wanzhong made his first
appearance before the Tokyo
District Court on Friday as
onie of 42 Chinese plaintiffs in
a groap lawsuit. - ’

The plaintiffs are seeking
Y840 million in unpaid wages
and damages for physieal and
mental suffering they suf-
fered as forced laborers for

‘Japanese companies from

April 1944 to August 1945,
They are also demanding
an official apology from 11 de-
fendants — the Japanese gov-
eroment and 10 corporations.
The defendants include major
construction flrmsg such as
Hazama Corp. and Mitsubishi
Materfals Corp, .

LY WANGZHONG
hearing of a lawsuit In which

e =

(right) faces reportars Friday atter the first

Ly and 41 other Chinese men

seek redroas for labor they were all forced to perfarmi
during World War iL mm‘&wmm T '

Ly claims he was abducted
by Japanese soldiers from his
village in Hebei Province in
around March 1942 and taken
to a detention center, where

he was forced to do railrvad
repaly and other work.

In April 1944, he was taken
to Japan to work at construe-
tion sites aiong the Tone Riv-

er ln ‘Gunma Prefecture un-
der harsh conditions, he said.
- L¥ ‘added that there fs not
-much timie left, as the more
than 38,000 vietims of forced
labor are old and gradually
dying.- L.

"It is the common wish of

Chinese forced iaborers ‘anc
- their families to solve this
Eroblem as seon as pessible,”

e told the court. **(But) even
if dll the laborers die of illness
several years down the road,
their families will sesk re-
dress from Japan forever.”

All of the defendants have
withheld- their plea, saying
that records on wartime prac-
tices do nof-exist. _

The government, a5 wéll as
Ube Indusiries, Mitsubishi
Materials .and Dowa Mining
Co., have- alsc -maintained
that-the case should be dis-
missed because the statute of
limitations has expired, ac-
cording to lawyers for the

plajnhff?. -
A3 9% T
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visits

Murayam )
Nanjing museum

NANJING (Kyodo)—Former Prime Minister Tomichi Mura-
yama called on his compatriats Sunday to face up to the Chinese
people’s pains inflicted by the 1937 Mapjing Massacre and’ other

ats of aggression by the Imperial Japanese Army. )
;"I thick we must gravely face the fact that Japanese forces’

-aggression in the past inflicted numerdus damage and pains ¢n the

.| peoples of China and other Asiaz countries,” Muzayama, 74, said
{ during a visit to the Nanjing Massacre Memorial Museum.

‘?Wemﬂmmﬁmnhism:y,”hetqldmpamsaﬁu‘vinwingdis-
p}aysinmemusémn,mgludingmaimofvicﬁmswhopai;hediuﬂ:e
mamandpim_oflapmesoldim’_ah\m of Chinese pecple.,
_ A Chinese reporter asked Murayama his opinion ebout a new

Japanese- movie “Pride, the Fatefol Moment,” which depicts

wartime Prime Minister Gen. Hideki Tojo in a sympathetic light,

- - Murdyama, declining to comment directly on the movie; said,
"~ cannot deny that some, among the numerous Japanese peaple,
" have erroneous views about the war and history. But the Japanese
people’s conscience would not tolerate them.” '

"- On Friday, demonstrators at a rally in Nanjing slammed the

1 film as a distortion of history. On May 9, a Chinese Foreign

Ministry spokesman expressed shock and indignation, saying the
film is “aimed at whitewashing (Japanese) aggression.”. _

Tojo was executed after being convicted as a Class-A war crim-
inal by the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal. o

Murayama, a member of the Social Democratic Party, is the
fixst incumbent or former Japaaese prime minister to visit Manjing
after the end of the 1937-1945 Sino-Japanese Wer,

Japanese troops slaughtered bundreds of thousands of peoplein
Nagjing during the Imperial Army’s six-week rapage following
the city’s fall on Dec. 13, 1937, '

According to the war tibusal, the massaces claimed more than
140,600 Chinese civilians and prisoners of war, making it the worst
auceity committed by Fapanese forces before and duking Wordd War IL

S%:gc Chinese historians, kowever, put the death toll ar
300,000.

While Japanese sccounts vary from several thousand to

200,000 dead, somse coaservative poiiticians have said the mass
killings never teok place.
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TINT, HERALD TRIBUN
Memories o

In Britain,

ONDON -— The state visit
to Britain by Empezor Aki-
hito of Japan that begins Tues-
daywéﬂ.tsqstt?dwlmnhil'alms_of _
i ip.” Politicians and

‘role of I :
Hritain’s industrial renalssance,
but British public opinion has
not forgotien the Pacific war,
‘Tony Blair and Ryutaro Ha-
ghimoto want 10 promotc the
Litics of reconciliation, Mr.
Elhnnoto' stresges  Japan's
contribution to British brainess
. that the two countries
can **go forward together.”

“But Toyota and Sony facto-

ries on ** eld”” sites can-
not cmm barbarisms of
the Thai-Burma sailway or
Singapore’s Changi jail, where
thousands of British prisonets
died during World War HL

oz

Japanese

By Roger Buckley and William Horsley

The state visit is being over-
shadowed by those harrowing
memories. Former prisoners of

war of the Japanese plan 1o in-
ault the emperor by torning their
backs on him as he goes o

Buckingham FPalace. A leader
of the f%mner POWs described
the decision to invest Emperor
Alkihito with Brimain’s highest
order of chivalry as a “’kick in
the teeth™ to the veterans, |
A group of ex-POWs is still
pressing its demand in a Tokyo
court for substantial financial
co tion from Japan for
the physical and mental injuries
sufiered, The former prisoners
reject the stance of their own

government: that the compen-

safion - question was
forever at the time of the San
Francisco peace treaty in 1951

by the one-time paymeant by Ja-
lg.: of £76 cach to sarvivors of
Japanese camps. .
Ar the center of this row are
Emperor Akdhito and E?ﬁfu
Michiko. They were ¢ e
when the war ended. The issue
of impetial war gniltwas quickly
disposed of iy 1945 by
Dow, MacArthur,

glas , the su-
eme Allied communder who |

pr

took charge of Japan’s occupa-

tion. His aim kvgs to 1estore sta~
ity as quickly as possible. At

l%:ngrst geeﬁng with: Hirohito,

Akdhito’s father, MacAsthr dis-

missed the emperor’s :
offer to take respomm i

the war and him
ssthe first gentleman of Japan.™

Japan suffered greatly after
the collapseof its A sian empire.
In the battiefields of the Pacific

G Lk e g B R

M

yiaag

arbarity Still Rankle

islands, thousands of J

soldiers were bumned alive by

flametbrowers as they hid in
caves. The Tirebombing of
Tokyo was even more destiac-
tive than that of Dresden It was
followed in Angust 1945 by the
first and only atomic bombings

in history. .
The Tokyo war crimes
seatenced  Geberal

tribunal

Hideki Tojo and other wartime
%ca.dcrs 1o death. Hundreds of
apancse prison camp- guards
and other military personnel

were execnted for war crimes

elsewhere in Asia.’
The potential for embarrass-
ment now is high becanse the
ernperor 8 constinined by the
Ay i

not to ipvolve himself in pol-
Jtics. Whatever his own feelings,
Emperor Akihito is unlikely 1o
mazke a formal for the

- brutal reatment of the POWSs.

In this combustible atmo-

" sphere, the vitriolic aui-Japa-

newspapers 0o one,
certainty not the former pris-
oners. Yet it would be wrong to
brush the war issues aside.

- The British prison camp sor-
vivors are essing feelings

:about JYapan's f?g_ow

and Asia. In the carly postwar
years, Japan paid reparations o
many Asian countries, but in

' too, Hc)

. recent years it has fonght off the

ion claims of thou-
sands of former “‘comfort
women”® from China, Korea
and elsewhere, who were #n-
slaved as sex workers for the
Japanese mperial army.
There are other obstacles,
nciuding the practice of
walering down the rue pictiuge
of Japanese wartime atrociies
in school history textbooks. The
recent launch i Tokyo of 2 film
about Tojo, extolling Japan's
wartime leader as a nagonalist
heto, oculy doubis
about Japanese attitades.

The oS ‘state visit 1o
Britain ought to be an occasion
to celebmate a eiationship that
overall is in excellent shape.
Bat more imaginative gestures -
arecalled for to settie the Jegacy
of the past. . '

Japan and Britain might vse-
fully boakng) an from .
Eumpe, copy ihe joint re-
by the Gennan and Czech gov-
ermments 0 sGpport the victims
of Nazism in their old age. Then
both Britain and Japan could

and

go fwﬁm really

Mr. Buckley reaches history
at Tokyo's Internazional Chris-
tian University and Mr. Horsley
is the BBC's European analyst.
They contributed this comment
to the Herald Tribune.



U.S. CONGRESSMAN’S UPHILL BATTLE

War redress urged for Japan

By MITSURL SHIMIZU
Spechal 16 Thvs Japen Tinuss.

105 ANGELES — The U.S,
Congress In 1088 made 120,000
Japanese-Americans who had
been interned in camps dur-
Ing Warld War II eligibla for
redress, but failed to provide
for thousands of others forci-
bly brought over as laborers
frem South America.

Ome U.S, congresaman —
with the support of other
mermhers of the legisiature —
is spearheading a fight to rec-
tify the exclusionary acl.

On Friday, Subai Khan, a
spokesman for U.S, Rep. Tom
Campbeli, R-Callf., 3aild the
congressman wilt try to intro-
duce a bill that would amend
the c(‘,I'iv.vil Liberties Act of tolsaa,
whi ires Aug. 10, to ap-
pmpm;t.:p additional funds to

redress to Japanese-Lat-
HI Americans.

+ Before the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor in 1941 and
during the war, 2,284 people of
Japanese ancestry in Latin
America were arrested and

4%. 5. 26.

all their assets seized. They
were shipped

“host™ countries, stripped of
their passports, incarcerated
in concentration camps and
labeled as illegal immigrants
by the U.S. government so
they could be exchanged for
American citizens frapped In
Agian territories controlled
by Japan,

The 1988 act qualifies Japa- '

nese-Americans for redreas,
but because it requires recipi-
ents to have been 1.5, eitizens
or permanent residents at the
time of internment, applica-
tions filed by Japanese-Latin
Americans were all rejected.

In response, three of those
denied redress filed a class
aetion suit, Mochizuki vs, the
United States, in August 1996,
Ita settlement is being negoti-
ated by concerned parties at
the U.S. Court of Federal
Claims,

Campbell attempted to
fackle the issue with two dif-
ferent appropriations bills in

to the United
States by the US, and thelr-

Carmen Higa Mochizukl

January and late March; nei-
ther passed. He is now work-
ing en another bill, but Khan
said it has little chance to be
successful hecause there is
not epough time left.

Khas indicated that he and
Campbell hope a revised bill

can be passed. “‘Otherwise,

we will have 10 introduce &
new hill that would go into ef-

3. 7.

H e Al e R A R T Y e ARk b

- feet after the August expira-
tion date,”” he said.

In addition, be said, “Right

now, at least the Office of Re-
dress Administration has
money left to pay for some
claims. But after the Civil
Liberties Act expires, Con
gress would have to appropri-
ate new money, which would
be much harder to do because
it would require new spend-
b

Three other members of
Congress — U.S. Reps. Benja-
min A, Gilman, R-N.Y.,
chairman of the International
Relations Committee; Henry
J. Hyde, R-Ill., chairman of
the Judiciary Committee;
and Bob. Livingston, R-La.,
chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee — have sup-
ported Campbell’s efforts,
Khan said. -

Time is ing out since
the plaintiffs in the Mochizuki
suit asked Campelil to hold off
on introducing his bills while
negotiations. toward a seftle-
ment continue, he said.

According Lo the Japanese
- Peruvian Oral History Pro-

ject, a group supporting the
plaintiffs, the ORA still had
$11.64 million available for re-

dress payments as of April 30.

The amount is sufficient for

573 recipients, but as of 1948

there were 1,052 Japanese-

Latin Americans alive and el-

igible for redress.

The figure also shows GRA
received 468 applications for
redress between January and
April, nearly half of which are
from Japanese-Latin Ameri-
cans.

In Los Angeles, another
group supperting the lawsuit,
the Campaign for Justice, is
urging U.S. President Bill
Clinton to settle it before the
act expires.

The organization, founded

in summer 1996 by eivil rights
groups to support the piain-
tiffs, has collected 70 letters
from organizations throngh-
out the nation and was trying
to arrange & personal meet-
ing with Clinton.

“We just want the president
to act on the settlement,” said
Ayako Hagihara, 2 group rep-
resentative,

Last March, the organiza-
tion collected 4,000 similar
letters, mostly from individu-
als in Japan, Peru and the
U.S., and fraveled to Wash-
ington to submit them to the
White House, -

“This time we wanted fo
eolleet letters from organiza-
tione because each letier
from them represenfs many
people,” Hagihara said.

- In January, Clinton issued a
letter to U.S. Rep. Howard L.
Berman, D-Calif. — a sup-
perter of redress for Japa-
nese-Latin Americans — in
which he agreed that the in-
justices suffered hy. Japa-
nese-Latin Americans are no
different than those suffered
by interned Japanese-Ameri-
cans.

“1 believe that the group’s
situation should be ad-
dressed. My staff will be in
contact . with you and . other
concerned members to dis-
cusg appropriate legislation,”
Clinton said in the letter.

One of the plaintifis, Car-

men Higa Mochimki, 65, of
Los Angeles, filed a redress
application to ORA twice —in
1992 and 1993 — bui was de-
aied or both eccasions.

“My family — my parents,
brothers, sisters and [ —
didn’t come to the United
Siates willingly. We were
forcibly brought here,” said
Mochizuii, who was born in
Peru. “My parenis were rec:
lamation immigrants to Peru

and lived there for 33 years.
‘Then, suddenly we lost every-

. thing.

On Aug. 15, 1945, when the
war ended, she was placed in
the Crystal City isternment
camp in Texas, where most
Japanese from South Ameri-
cap nations were imterned.
She was told by a camp offi-
cer that Japan and ihe 0.8,
had agreed on a ceasefire hut
was pever informed of the
Japanese surrendes.

Soon after the war ended,
Mochizuki's family learned
that Pern was not allowing
people of the Japanese ances-
try whe had been shipped out
of the country ta re-eniter.

Her parents, Kamado and
Renonsuke Higa, with nowhere
0 go, decided 1o go to Japan
— which they believed had
won the war — and left Seat-
tie in early December aboard
& U.5. ship with 700 others
from the eamp.

“I saw Mount Fuji, covered
with snow, for the first time,
i was very beantifi} and ev-
eryone assembled on the deck
to see it,”* she said.

However, their joy didn’t
last long.

Upon arrival at the port of
Yokosuka, Kanagawa Prefec-
ture, on Christmas Eve in
1345, the Mochizuki family
learned that Japan had sur-
rendersd  unconditionally,
The bearer of the news was &
Japanese sifting through left-
overs under the deek The
family later ohserved many
of their fellow passengers Iy-
ing on the sireets and roam-
ing for food in ihe devastated

country. .

Eight months later, when
the family headed for Okina-
wa {0 seftle, they foumd the
prefecture devastated by the

.war and its inhabitants un-

friendly. Mochizuki was es-

e-Latin Americans

rolled in a Jocal high school,
although she could speak only
anish

“I used to nag my mother,
asldng her, “Why did youhave
to bring us to this desoiate
wasfeland?’ *’ she said.
“Now, when 1 think baek to
those days, I feel sad. My
mother must have felt so
helpless, since she was net
able to expiain why we were
going through such suffer-

After staying in Japas —
mostly in Okinaw, wa — for 16

the U.S. She depended on her

. brother, who had stayed on

after the war and later be-
came 3 citizen.

“We submitted the lawsuit
because we wanted the U.S.
goverament to understand
our pair and the loss that we
~ and especially our pavents
—suffered as weB as to apsio-
gize for the imjustice,” she
said, “Although the 1.8, has
admitied that we were
brought there for the hostage
exchange, if hasn't apcio-
gtzed for this and doesn®
treat us the same as Japa-
nese-Americans.”

Robin 5. Toma, a chief at-
torney for Mochizuki who for-
meriy worked at the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and
ieads coumsel of Campaign for
Justice, said that two weeks
ago, Judge Loren Smith indi-
cated a settlement shoud be
reached in the ease.

“We believe that the acs
should not have been apgiied
in such & manger that Japa-

" zese-Latin Americans are de-

nied redress. After all, when
gou look at how they were

raught ints this country, it is
fudicrous to use immigration
Status as the basis of denial,”
Toma said.
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UKs dark try goed

in demand for war apology

jex, Whea bo ded. Hong Kong's
hand: lust Prince
Chatdes garve 2 salf. fr ot

eojonial mule, waid his counxymen
good at glorifying thedr paxt but falled 10
antico tho hypocrisy of their views.

He added that they tonded 10 ally jo the
defonse of British victims of foreign powers,

Wwﬂu.unuuw -

bupni,wdmd:owumboffwaignlmdau
a coatzibution to democracy and freedom.
Al its pesk, the British Empire reached
around the glche aad inchuded colonies in
North America, Ocenis, Indis, the West
Indiex, and many parts of Africa and Asis,
Some of these colonies wers the sites of
massacres ad avoidable iragedies.
Nooetheless, . Britain hat maintained

More than 50 heads of state and govern-
ment leadess attend Commonwealth sum-

mmymommmcygnmw-

in Edinburgh last yeas, thc pasticipants
omphasized that xusny of them bad adopt-
od demOcTacy. ’
B thers am also moves to make Britkin
spologizs for its impesial legacy.
mmqmmmhmm
Philip, visited India last year, protestess
demanded an apology for (he massacre of
379 upacmed civilins by British roops
Amsivar ia 1919, : <
Beitish Prime "Minister Tosy Blair is
helping change his country’s reluctancs W

apologizs,
Shiontly afier he was elocted Jast sum-
mer, Blair suspeised both the British and

Trisk publics by issning » susement saying
i did

it was regrestable that his
xat help Jrish victims of a devasiating

famine 150 years age. :

British historians and media criticized
Blair, saying the govemmenl did not need -
1 apologize for something that wok place
50 many years ago. In Ireland, however,
the statemeat was well received,

So why should Japan spologize to
British people it held as POWs?

Judd said an apology was needed becante
the memory was still freh e the minds of
the British peaple. However, the historian
said 2 country had 10 be seowre and coafi-
dent befors it conld spologize for its past. - .

Judd said the prestige of Japag, aa eco-
nomic powet and promisent member of the
internarional commusity, would not suffer
if it owned up 1o its past misdeeds.

However, he predicted tbat if Japancse
politicians continucd to avoid candidly
acknowledging the country’s conduct dur-
ing the war, particulady towacd other Axion
counyics, they would face more criticism,

Asthony Best, who lectares on
Japanese-British rolations &t The London
Schoot of Economics, said war was the
result of failed diplomacy. Japan should
apologize to otber Asian patons for i
wartime ¢onduct but did not need to apolo-
gize to Buropean pations, except
viduai incidenis of brutal conduct, ho said.

He suggesied that if the government apolo-

md.hwuddwimdnepmmﬁdx"- ST : . ‘ ‘
Britain's Quaen Elizabath and her husband; Prince Phil- rad in Amwitsar, where unarmed indians wers gunned

by sging former POWs and kead 10 reconcili-
nﬁmwhh_s_om:oumn‘iu. :

for indi- -

ip, hyamuﬁ-!ootolﬂuh!hmwum down In 1918, during thalr kip last October.
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in Britain to
- Teception: 1o
and racist epi

spatked a s
froversy pi
British

oess of a

ts
orld War

sicongly sw
demonatr, :
ihat would be

split among the Rritish, ‘The con-~
¢ bitter memories of a group of
I veterans against the eagor-
younger generation here to cultivate
ln%nesc friendship, markets and investors.
ritish media covm‘g; of the visit has been
rtive of
that racial Ingults and
taboo in the Ainerican
Japanese publications,
standard headling material for the British.

alar press,
bg Bmperor Akihito has

B
with

hi
e vetesans — and has
storeotypes
press, ot in
for that matter, are stll

B

SNUB: U.K. Yeterans Protest Akihito’s Visit

Continued from Page 1

tween the two i:_isnd c}::unm‘cs.

Buta of British military veterans
— menf:i‘;pu Friscnars of war by the
Iap:mchWordWar[}-—wmhardly
in a celebratory miood, Several hundred
of them, wearing their medals and wav-
ing the Union Jack, kitned their backs and
shouted inguits a3 Emperor Akihito rode
into Buckingham Palace on Tuesday ina

- giided horse-drawn carriage,

The veterans were joined in their snub
by maay ordinary people lining the
FOute.

Ths veterans say they were the vie-
tims of brutal eatment at the hands of
the.Japanese Anmy. They have deman-

ded an Impetial apology and cash com-
pensation of £14,000 (323,000) apiece.

Japanese gress has responded
acidly to

that the British veterans were conquer-
ors and jailers in East Asia before they
weie con?uued, in tumn, by Japan.

““The Japanese Army never invaded
England,” noted the weskly news.
tmgazine Shulan Shincho. *“The onky
British soldiers captured were the ones
enforcing imperiatism in Asia.*

Sotne voices here have made the same
point. But most of the columns and com-
mentary focus — as the Tueaday edition
of The Mirror put It - on how “our
hetoes'” were **victimized by unspeak.
able brufality."””

The fapanese mini!i‘.’gf. Ryutare

THashimmbtm Fmn $aZoad Yo

e veterans” demands, noting

effort tlz defuse thmc o
Open lefter to the British sexpressin,
““deep remorse and heastfelt apoiogy’g
for the suffering of the prisoners of war.

At the state dinner Tuesday night,
Emperor Akihito, whose comuments are
scripted by Mr. Hashimoto's gavern-
ment, said he and his wife felt **deep
sortow in our hearts”” over the sufferin
of the British prisoncrs of war.

B A Balaneing Act for Blair -
Amid booing and jeering of Erperor

Akihito, sorce of the Fmom whistled
the wagtime mne **Coione] Bogey™* fea-

tient. He sent an

tured in the film ‘*Bridge on the River
Kwai,”" which icted life in a Jap-
anese fabor camp, Reuters reported,

Arthur Titherington, chairman of the
Japanese Labor
sociation, sald: “*The fact that so many
people have tuned out gives us con-
siderable pleasure, It shows we are not
alone.”

The scale of the protest undetlined the
tricky balancing ect Mr. Blair has to
petform during the visit = acknowl.
edging the wartirne stitfering while urg-
ing ever closer tiea with one of Britain’s
most imporiant economic panners. His
sides have pointed out that Inward in-
vestment by the 265 fapanese companies
operating in Britain has provided 65,000
jobs and that British exports o Ispan
tork £4.2 billion ($6.8 billion) a yesy,

** My generation knows that it m
especisl debt of gratitude to thote whoe

...... .

Survivors' As- .

i Advian Dottwie/ The Anppedeiod Droas
British war veterans turning their backs in protest Tuesday of the Japanese entour

age.

Emperor Gets Mixed Reception
British War Veterans Protest as Queen Welcomes Akihito

By T. R. Reid

Washington Post Service

- LONDON ~-- The empezor of Japan has asrived

what can only be called a mixed

al welcome at Buckingham Paiace,

et in the
The state visit this w

The country's largest-circulation newspaper, The
Sun, refers to the conlrovers
vigitas the *“Jap Row.”’ §
radio talk shows routinety use similar X

*“The word ‘Tap* is & deepiy offensive term of
tacial bias,”” a Japanese
Sadaaki Numata, said, * Pamﬁ].l that soms .
British medin still use it 0 free y.”"
mperor Akihito has received 2 formal greeting

nmhe trimmings from his old acquaintance,
Queen Elizabeth II. Among many other activities .
Tuesday, she named him a%(ui
the Most Noble Order of the Garter, the palace’s
eat title of chivalry. .
irne Minister Tony Blair also offered a warm
weicome to the visitor. He called on ajl Britons to
*‘colebrate the

aver the am) 'S
ers on television and
ilar terims

ovemment spokesman,
It is

ht Commander of

relationship that now exists’ be-
See SNUB, Page 6

Emperor - AkihHo
Queen Elizabeth 11 a3 their national
anthems were played Tuesday in
Londom at the siart of his state visit.

their lives,’” Mr. Blair said ina television
Interview. **But itis important, I believe,
while never forgetting the past, that we
raco;ro'uf; m‘; we hav?t;trganonsh;g_
with » *s Japan not terms

trade and ¥nvesumn: but dcross a whole
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. ’1"0!(‘{0 -~ Floully, a feol-gned
Worhl War I1 movie for the
Japanese,

“'Pricls, the Fateful ¥lomeut"™”
rms the ables on generations of
Hollywood war films in which de
cenl Aynerican nilitary  heroes
avenge the atrocities of lapaness
milltarisis who are alipost com-
ically sneaky and evil in their little
brimmed hats.

The film, which opened Satur-
day with police guards stationed at
many Iheaters, is gathoring steam
hers like n locomotive. {n it, Amer-
icans are drawn as cattoonish bad
guys —- big, awkward, mean and
vindiclive braggarts who cample
All gver the humble and mild-
mannered Japanese of postwar
113, occupation. The Aunoricans
shont, sweat, rage andt connive, The
Japanese  spezk  politely, love
deeply and suffer their boorish con-
querors with dignity.

A majur picture from one of Ja-
an’s leading studios, Toei Cu.,
‘Pride’’ tells the story of Gererat
Hideki Tojo, the prime minister
whe led ruch of Japan®s war effort.
. Hanged a3 a war criminal in 1948,

JO smerges in this movie as a

‘ing husband and gentle grand-
ather with an admimble devotion
tw his ernperor and his nation.

Fifty years after the war, a -
nwrkable perception gap still exists
between Fapan and the rost of the
world. The nation’s stance on
World War H remains a central
clement of its relationship with
China, South Korea and other Asian
countries that suffered at the hands
of Japanese soldiery. Many are still
decply angry at what they see as
lapan’s lagk of remorse, and
"lEri.de," which its preducers hope
will be released in the United States,
is cettain to re-ignite that anger.

The film is actually as Hoilyweod
a8 <k be — a splash of doctemen-
wry in a sea of enterfainment, the
genra perfected by Oliver Sione In
UIFK® and 'Nixon ' In this reat-

ment, the man who helped make
*'Bangai’ & teuilying housshold
woid by Aretican homes becomes a
pretty sweer oid duffer. Tojo, ap-
parently, loved nothing more than
raising tomsdoes with his wife.

Certainly, many Japanese don't :

agree. Bira Vogel of Harvard Uni.
veisily, one of America's kezdin,
scholars on Japan and China, :uiﬁ
that the philesophy axpiessed in
the maovie represents “‘oniy one
Japanesa view of things,'" and that
many Japanese believa the war-era
mulltary was never held fully ac-
countabls for it conduct.

Yuklo Matsuyama, a professor
of American policics i Tokyo and
foriner chief editorial writer for the
inttuentizl Asahi Shimbun, shook
his head aftec a recent screaning of
lhe movis, *'Counterproguctive,
he said. **The movie may encour.
age hawkish, cunservative pecple,
bntwiilhavescmﬂye\nym uence
ovee the majority. [ Lope no yowng-
sters will be’?ni!ly enced by ir.>"

Portrayed by Masahiko Tsug-
awa, one of Fapan's fyretnost ac-
tors, Tojo comes across the way
many Japanese continue to see Ja-
pan’s couduct in the war: honors
able, if ultimately mistaken arw]
overzealous in its pursuit of it

For many in the West, Tojo's

mustache and shaved head have
come to symbolize the militarism
and fanateisin that produced the
knmikaze pilots and the gory battles
of Okinnws, and fwo Jima. But in
this movie, Tojo"s only finaticism is
his devotion to duty and to nation.
His shaved head here suggests wis-
dom, his impassive face swengih
amkk decency. gis musiasche becomes
a piaything for the cute, chubby
fingers of an adoring son.

"L wanted to depict Tajo as a
humagn being —- not 3 herh::.t but a
human being trapped Ly histesy,”*
said iﬂdak? Kase, a Pgliticnl is-
totian who was a driving force be-

- hind the movie. ‘'We wanted o

gnsent to Japan and the world that
apat is aiet solely responsible for
the Pacific war and that the so.
called Tokyo Trial was unjuss, il-
Eegal and unfair."*

LAY, MAY 47, 1998

The cenual dramatic <device of
“Pride’ is the wial - the Inter-
national Military Tribupal for the
Far Bast. Ir fapan's version of the
Nuremburg trials in Germany, Tojo
and 3ix other defenclants were sen-
tenced to hang, ‘The wial is depicted
azanact ol pevenge dressed upasa
legal procteding. The tead Amer-
ican prosecutor is sliown hissing
privalely o the chief judge that the
trial is not about justice, but Wash-
ington's desire 10 completely hu-
miliate and neutralize fapan.

on screen several of the justices,
as weil as the Ametican and Jap-
anese lawyess assigned to defend
tbe nulitary beaders, taise questions
about the trinl's fairness. How
could the victars, who had suffeced
enornious casualties at the hands of

o o Japanese Light on Werld War 10

the Japanese mililary, failly judge
the accused? .

When Tolo™s lawyers ask why the
defendants’ crimes were any woise
than dropping 2n atomic bomb on
civilians in Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, the movie shows how pros-
¢cutors intetsupted  the  Japanese
transiationand censored the remarks
in the press and official wiak record.
In fact, the film’y portrayal is gen-
erally accurate, But by showcasing
the flaws of the rial, the filmmakers
are clearly attempting to suggest that
other histarical inetrpretations of the
war are also wrong.

The film presents grisly testi-
meny from a pricst who says ke
way present in Nanjing during the
infamous staughter of hundreds of
theusands «f Chincse. But under

TN ST TR XTI bty

it E= e 2

cross-examination, b admits he
actuaily witnessed only one killlng.
The message: Nanjing wasn’t ag
bad as It has besn made out, And
the laiger message: Peopls have
boen | mgabout!apanmrmolong.
and it’s time for that to stop,

The movie's refensa coincides
with widespread  publicity  1n
America for “The Rape of {lan;‘-
ing," by tho American author leis
Chang. The book is 2 spectaculaily
ﬁmp?uc account of the ropes, ba-

cadings aml other murdeis thag
Japanesa treops committed in 1937
in Nanjing. han&)pn!s the death
toll at mors than 300,000. The book,
bas infurlated some historians and
others here, who contend thal (i
giossly oversiates the death toll and
is based un hearsay,

Aaintemational criticism of
"“Pude’™ bas risen, a govemment
spokesman sald last week that the
movie ““in ro way seflects tha po-
silon of the governmentof Japan. ™
He went on'to say that Japun felt
*'deep remoise and hearfeit apol-
ogy'” fur those who "‘underwent
tremendous pain and suifering dar-
ing the war ™"

estern scholars say that Japan
has aot fully opeucd its archives
from the war period, The nation
glosses over the steuggle in its text.
books and officials are retuctant w
examine the :1a. For decades, dis-
cussing the war was taboo.

But that is beginning to change,
and *"Pride’" s part of she cultural
shifu

Even though several prime min-
isters have issued what seem to ba
sircere apolagies for the suffering
caused by Japan during World War
U, few of its Asian neighbors pay
attention. Instead, they talk about
their fears that fapan wiil “‘nse
again,”" and they insist Japan has
never apologized adequately.

Tronically, although Japarn is as-
satled in other countries for not apol-
ogizing enough, inside Japan critics
corndemn the govemmerk for faling
te respond o what they see as unfaw
demands for repentance. **Pride, the
Faleful Moment™ should make

those people very happy.

'y .$.27

Ymiuri Shimk rl

Cormptted liom news services

LONDON --The Emperor and Empress
began a three-day state visit to Britain on
Tuesday amid demonsteations by survivors
of Japanese labor camps in World War [T

Hundreds of former intermess tumed
their backs in protest as the Emperor rode
past in a gilded camiage headed for
Buckingham Palace.

Scme prowsters dlong The Mall blew
whistles, itered or whistled “Colonel

v Yowuel

Left: Formar Japaness prisoners of war turn their backs on the ceremonial
procession as it pasaes by on s way to Buckingham Palace. Right: The tagathar at the start of his state visit to Britain an Tuesday.

Imperial couple begin UK. visit amid POW protests

Bridge on the River Kwai"

The protests were peaceful, and there
wete also scores of Japaness zlong the
rouie waving lapanese and British fags.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
appeaied for a warm reception for the head
of state of one of Britain's key economic
pariness.

The Japasese Labor Camps Sordyors
Association is seeking compensatibix it
the Fapanese goverment for their mis-

Empsror, left, Britain's Queen Efizabsth, center, and the Emprass stand

"It has been this feeling of great injus-
tices that has driven us (o pursue a claim for
compensation and a full spology from your
government and it is this sense of great
injustice that has diven us on 10 the sreets
teday.” Arthur Titherington of the sur-
vivors association said in = Tetter 10 the
Emperor.

Any apatogy would be a polirical matier
for the govermment, and the Constitution
daoes not permit any political iavolvement

Kazue Chiba told reporters on Toesday.

*But within thess constraints he wilk
express his deep feelings as much as he
cain.” Cliba said.

Many of the protesters wore white sash-
es saying “Compensation Owverduc” or
“Prisoner of War fapan 194(-45."

Estelle Cowley also wore o tallered
piece of cloth with the number &/t43—the
number sssigred to her when she was 13
years old and gut in a prison comp near



Akihito: My sorrow and pain _

By Colin Brown, Chief Political Correspondant.

EMPEROR Akihita of Japan spoke last night of
his "deep sorrow. and ain” over the suffering of
Allied prisoners held during the Second World

War. Spenking at a stale banquet at Buckingham

Palace, the Eruperor sought a mensure of
seconciliation with veteran prisoners after
bundreds of them turned their backs to him and
whistled "Colonel Bogey" ag he travelled alopg
The Mall at the start of a state visit,

The Emperor went as far as he could towards
expressiog regret for the treatment of prisoners,
but the ability of the Japanese head of state o
offer the full apology demanded by the veterans
meant protests are likely to continue throughout
the week of his visit, =~ - : '

"It :fruly' saddens me that the réiation_shlp 50
nurtured between our two countries should have

been marred by the Second World War," said
the Emperor.

"Out hearts aré filled with desp sorrow and pain.
All thioiigh sur visit here, this thought will
never leave out minds."” . :

The Quesnalso eferrod to the pain of the
conflict in the Second World War, but followed
the Prirme Minister in attempting to focus on the
need for reconciliation, and the valuable trade
links for the future between Britain and Tapan.

"While the miemories of that time still cause pain |

today, they have also acted as a spur to
* reconciliation,” she said,

The unprecedented protest by the old soldiers in
The Mall was staged to an accompaniment of
catcalls, boos and the whistting of wartime:
anthem "Colone] Bogey".

One 83-year-old éxpressed his outrage about the

Emperor’s visit by buining a Japanese flag .
moments before the Queen and Empéror passed

2003

il the Irish State Couch.
Tony Blalr'’s spokesman said there was a great

‘Emperor at the dépth of feeling of the veteran
PoWs,

They protosted in setvic beroty and medals as q

* the Bmperor travelied to the palace for his

. investiture with fhe Qrder of the Garter, an

hiohour bastowed on his father and his
 grandfather. There were shouts of "go home"
when the Emperor later emerged from

* Westminster Abbey after laylog a wreath, but

No 10 said they had demonstrated with dignity.

"1 don't think it would bé fair to expéct him to
say anything maore. e is a constitutional
monarch and tike the Queen, he doesn't get

- involved in politics. We didn't expect him to
make an apology. Prime Minister [Ryutaro]
Hashimoto's apology and the Emperor’s words
have convinced the Prime Minister that they are
sincere in their regrets,” said the No Ten -
spokesman,

The veterans of the Japanese labour camps were
protesting at the refusal of the Japaness 4
government to offer mors compéensation, and a
further apology for their inhumane treatment.
Buit there were also civilian victims of the

* - brutality. Sisters Elizabeth Paddon and Diana

Hallward, from Devizes, Wiltshire, whose father
died shortly after being released from three
years' Japanese captivity in the notorious Changi
- jail in Singapore, waved a banner reading "The
Garter is a sham”. :

Mrs Paddon said: "My father came home to die.
We escaped from Singapore but we lost )
everything and my mother got compersation of
£48,

"We feel very bitter about this. No way should
he be given the Garter. I am disgusted by Tony
-Blair saying we should welcome him. It is all- in

the name of economics and trade.”

Senior members of the Cabinet, including Jack
Straw, the Home Secretary, bowed their heads in
greeting to the Emperor on the platform for 2
march past in his honour on Horseguards
Parade.

The Queen told the Emperor and Empress: "I .

. hope that you will cary éway rmany 'hip'Pf

memories of your stay, and that ‘they will last

through all the seasons of the years ahsad, come

f&axn or shiine - for Britain is no fair-weather
iend."

The protesters had ignored an appeal by Mr
. Blairto give the Emgperor & warm welcome but

the Prime Minister spent the day limiting the
diplomatic damage in a series of intérviews in
which he emphasised the need for .
reconciliation, He said he waated the rest of the
visit to reflect Japan's cultural aad ecogomic

. links whf Britais. -

deat of sympathy and undetstanding from the mE
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BRITISH POWS PROTEST .

Emperor el of sorrow for war

“htthe of the scars.
of war that ihear, our -
baaris are fil ' with :

Abaut ‘370 di tariu, ln—-' ‘

Japan's de facie
them.

A ‘omby of the Unkmown Soldier
aame time, may we eupréss - in Westminater Abbey tolaya

our profound -respect and wreath.
s On Wadnudar, the Eniper-
despite such past sulerings, . or amt Emipross flow to tha
louking . Welak city of Cardiff ahoard &
have dedicated jmmesaur- Royal Alr Force plane, They
abla affarts [0 the causs of were-. grected by Prines
frianddﬁp between our two  Charles, who s aizo the
u!mywm‘ Prince of Wales, Mm-
ool LETOMOIY WAL a

two pecples cam conlinus to mu?
smvatoru-uammw:audcr Aiu_rarecepumantheea&
standing and»q:n tle, the couple watched a per-
in the caw twarld pewa ,formauce of Welsh daneing

meYukihimm WMWWHIMHIM Exipwess jownder}

ummumc@ mmwmmmmmrmnmtm&mmm G PHOTS
i -:1‘ +r ’

gwpnyinlnf mm mdpmnpetity thoEmper

_ Emicr!nlhnd&y,rhelm—.
Tha Empemr.'whp,spoh'_ll:_arial Couple visited the .

and siaging. .

It is the cultem mm
guests to have an “away day™
mmyvﬁtdnum

feecaond from right}, snd the:

?8‘528" ITT

pose: with toe Doke of
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Welsh chorus of disappfoval -
greets Akihito '

Seores of former prisoners of war turned their
backs ig protest yesterday as Emperor Akihito
arrived at Cardiff Castle as part of his state visit
to Britain, - : :

Many former British servicemen, some
décorated with thedals and former prison carmp
badges, jeered as the Emperor and his wife -
accompanied by the Prince of Wales - were
driven through the castle gates where they met
- local dignitaries and were entertained by a

programme of traditional Welsh music from the

- Mass Choir of the Welsh Association of Male

Voice Chioirs.

similar demonstration in London on Tuesday
- when bundreds of PoWs turned their backs on
the Emperor and his wife as they rode by with

The protest by Welsh war veterans followed a

the Queen in a royal carriage. -

‘One of those who attended yesterday's protest,

. Wyndham J eremiah, 78, from Newbridge, said
he was pleased with the way it Had been carried
out. "It is the only form of protest we have got. I
was a bit surprised about the booing but turning
your back on the Japanese is an insult and that's
what we wanted to do. We ex-servicemen
usually protest in a quiet way."

Oliver Davis, 82, also from Newbridge, said he
felt he had done his bit in protesting at the
Emperor's visit. He said: "] wasn't in the Far
East but I am here for those who were, I was in
ike Royal Pioneer Corps in Europe but I feltit
was my duty to be present today,

"I don't think we will achieve anything but it is
- still good to make a stand.”

One former PoW bumped into the widow of 2
»  fellow serviceman who spent three and a half
i years with kim in camps in the Far Bast,

Glyn ’['l_lo'mas, 76, from Neath,.recogIﬁséd the
number on a prison camp ID badge pinned to the
jacket of his fellow inmate's widow,

Monica Yabsley was at the protest on behalf of

her husband Ray, an ex-RAF man who died 11
years ago. .

She said: "It was lovely to meet someone who
went through the same thing as my husband."

Tapasiess teacher Sachi Ebisu, 21, Som Osaka,
sald she was "saddened" by the protest.

Cmnﬂy téééhing Tapanese In Cardiff, she said:
"I hopé this doesn't strain ralations between our
two countries.

"1do not think the Empéror has the o
- Tesponsibility for what happened during the war
because he was just a little boy. Many soldiers
used the game of the Emperor, but after the war
- they were killed for the crime of shusing his
name. :

"1 feel very émbarrassed about this insult to
him." ' o

A handfu} of war veterans held up a Union flag
- and turned their backs ds the Emperor and
Empress left the castle yesterday afternoon. |

Several hundred spectators raised a muted cheer
-as the motorcade drove away. Banners wére held -
up bearing the messages "apologise”, written in

- - Japanese, and "compensate our ex-PoWs".

Liberal Democrat MP Mark Oaten, co-chairman
of the all-party parliamentary group on Far East
prisoners of war, claimed yesterday that the

Emperor had moved closer towards an apology.

Mr Oaten said: *The Emperor's sympathy with
former PoWs is becoming increasingly clear as
his visit progresses.

"Inch by inch, the Emperor and his entourage
have moved towards an apology, and I
congratulate them on this sympathetic approach.

"Now that the Emperor has seen at first hand the
streagth of feeling that exists in this country, he
surely must make his government realise that
unless there is a clear apology from them, there
will always be a thom in the side of

..5?..
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When ‘sorry’ sticks in the throat

The momentum to force global leaders
to apologize for past misdeeds appears to
be picking up pace. When Tony Blair be-
came British prime minister, he apolo-
gized for his predecessors’ failure to help
Irish victims of devastati famine some
160 years ago. And during his visit to Af-
rica early this year, President Bill Clin-
ton apologized for his country’s enslave-
ment of Africans. o

This week, a million Australians apolo-
gize to Aborigines for the tens of thou-
sands of children who were toin from

_ their parents, ostensibly to “Christian-
ize” them. This national remorse, how-
ever, did not include the Australian lead-
er. Prime Minister John Howard had
steadfastly refused to utter the word
“‘sorTy”’ {o the “‘stolen generation.” Aus-
tralia, it appears, stili has a long way to
g0 In achieving national reconciliation.

Halfway across the world, former
World War II prisoners of war clamored

for an apology from Japan's Emperor as
he began a four-day visit of Britajn, -

Queen Elizabeth could empathize with
the Emperor's predicament, After all,
she was the target of an apology de-
manded by the Indians when she visited
the subcontinent recently, '

Seen in this light, the demand for apol-
0gy from Japa by the British POWs ex-
udes g heavy tinge of irony. -

At the same time, however, the British

and other imperialist powers should Dot
forget the injustices they had perpefrat-
ed in Asia, or elsewhere. The millions of
Asians who had suffered not only Japa-
nese wartime barbatity but also centy-
ries ‘of Western subjugation have not
quite forgotten, and there have been de-
mands for apologies. But their demands

‘were not taken seriously, and often

snubbed, simply becauge they do not
have economic and political clout. '

But how many are aware that in addi-.

-65-

9%.6.0. TT.

tion to these POWS, some 100,000 civil-
jans from Thailand, Burma, Malaysia
and Indonesia aiso perished? These
slave laborers have no movies to efch
their pains in living color, no theme
songs to lionize their suffering and no
monument to cast their memories in
stone. Surely, it is not only the rich and
the powerful who have the right to re-

member. O )

" And while the victims have the rights
to forgive, the perpetrators do not have
the right to forget. Yes,'itis time that we
should look to the future. But for those
who had suffered, and continue to suffer,

“sorTy” will go some way in healing the

Indeed, apologies for past injustices
are long overdue, and it is those who re-
fuse to forget who will ensure that the
world learns from its dark history.

’ The Naifon, Bangkok (May 23)
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Efforts mount to aid abused women

Group offers advice, escape routes for domestlc violence wct]ms

ByAKEMlNAKAMURA
Staff writar

KOBE — AS discussions'
.about domestic viclence in
Japan become less taboo, -
more support groups are -

up to help women

:who are physically, psyche-
logically or sexually abused

by their . husbands or boy-
friends.

The Japan Domestie Vio-
lence Prevention and Infor-

-mation Center, which opened

here in Kobe last month, is
one of the newest _organiza-
tions to offer assistance. The
center, foumded by 10 women,
including three medical pro-
fesgionals, two counselors
and a lawyer, 2aid it has so

far received about 30 calls

from vietims of domestic vio-
ience,

““phe women -who called:
here for consuitation, from as -

far away as Fukuoka and Sen-

dai, talked abotit their experl-

ences af being beaten, klcked

.and financially cut off for
years, They ranged in age !

from their 20s to their 70s,”.
gaid Yuka Michizeki, a foun-.
ding member of the center.

'The center also provides in-.

formation on abuse sheltérs ;

and procedures for receiving |
pubuc welfare support and !

assists in preparing women to |

escape from violent house- !

"holds.
. One -of the- centers con- '

cerns is ‘bettering publlc
awareness and education of |
domestie violence, To this end
it hopes to form a suppart net-
work with private groups.

s‘Domestic violence -is .a

problem that can exist any- .
 ghip::The survey said about 15

where,” said Hiroko Tomoda,
one of the center’s founders

and an associate professor at.

Osaka City University Col-

lege of Nursing. “Although: :
many vxctnms have yet to take

actmn to eacape from then'
r brutal situations,:they ‘have
; started revealing-their prab-:
i lems to those other than their.
{ friends and relatives? - -

] “Tomestic. ‘vialenice i in Japan-

I'has traditionally been treated
-as a secret source of family.

i i shame, but .. attitudes .have,
fing since ferniniats -

| been
: and scholars began bringing
: Htion in the early 19908, .

! ropolitan Government survey
! on-domestic violence conduct-
ed last summer,-about 25 per-
eent of some 1,553 women-sur-

' veyed have been victims of .

. physical,- psychalogical or
sexual ‘violence in:a relation-

: pereent - of -the vietims- told:
" others, ‘main]y :friends--and
. relatives, .about'the : abuse,

PRI £ TPROTE

'the issue to the publie’s atten-

Accm-dmg to-a Tokyu Met-_

:which included yerbal threats-
of financlai abandoament e

Other forms of abuse
ranged from physical vio-
jence to-sexual abuse, which

..Included husbhands refusing te-
- uge coniraceptives during’
. sex, according to the report.

- “Relatives . often teil the
victims that they should per-

-severe through ‘the violence
-or - that ‘they are being pun- -

ished for a-fault,” Michizeki

-said. “The ad\n.ce can become

an additional ordeal for the
women.” -

:Although the number- of do-
mestic violence shelters has

.increased from seven in 1995,
to about 20, founders of the’

center say more facilities and

-publie-sector support systems

are. necessary ~help bat-

tered women.

‘Police .and medical instity-

_ tions usuaily deal with domes-

tic violence between coupies
as'a family matter Temoda
said, '

“AS ziegal and med:cal au-

b b M S ) UM AR e S T s e

thorm&s work together to
save abused children; a simi-
Iar system should be estab-
lished to help the {women)
vietims,” she said, adding
that demestic violenee is also
.abusive to the children in-
volved,

Although a few dozen peo-
ple have already contacted
ihe cenier with information
on existing shelters and with
offers to volumteer or give do-
nations, the cenier hopes to
elieit - more volunieers. and

_copaselors.
“It ig difficuit to solve do-

mestic violence without po-

- lice cooperation, medical in-

stitutions, -weifare facilities
and help from other legal sec-
tors,” Michizeki said. “Edu-

. cation is the key to preventing

the problem.”

. Forinformation, call the ceptsr 2t {078}

822-0284 betweep 10 a.m. and 2 p.m,

Monday, Wadnesday and Friday.
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FIGHTING A KILLER TN RURAL CHINA  4%.6.10,

New options for women "

 who take life too lightly

By LIRKAMACLEOD '
sﬂ'iimcilh"gﬁ

] China
' ach of the 90 familles in Shizhy-
_ _Eaiao village has its“own store of

e -dark brown hottles, their la-

" bols yellowig or one. The potent. cidr:

leals they -contain have - transtormied -
maodera Chinese agtlculture, aidin
farmers. i)/ thelr age-old battle agalns

nature's pusts, But -ty recent years the

. village hag"siiffered a_far more tragle.
. blight: Thode same pesticides dre taking -

ek desmarate, patomsiie peote the
. desperate, hatlonwide protest that
puts mra.rechin& ?:the mnnTng for sui-
clde center of the woeld,” © -

£ Peasapt tasiee Lito Xlahus killed her-
. 5elf on Sept. 22, 1994, shoftiy belors her. -

39th birthday. Thrée yedrs latér, her us-

- - band Luo Fangrong recotlects that night

in Shizhugfao, Stiaodotg Cowity, in ceni-
tral Chii’y Hutan Province: - -
“It was abdut 8 o'clock, and 1 was .
sound, asleep,. Suddenly, our- youngest
daughter burst into the room, screaming
madly, ‘Daddy, quickly. Mummy is go--

Ing to die.’ 1 jumped up, following my! °

daughter to: the hall, where I fouiid my
wife lying -on-the ground; white foam."
around her mouth, ohvipusiy in agony.
" Near her.body was. sn empty bottle of
pesticide, filling the foom with a strong
- smeil. ‘Why did you-do it?* I asked her,
tears rolling down my face. *I do not re-
aily blame-you.” She was in tears, too. 'l
blame myssif. 1" am very sorry. It:
doesn't matier if 1 die. Please take good
care of our daughters’ ™ { "
‘She could still talk then. But by the
time her husband had carried her on his
back to the local clinie 2.5 ki away, ahe -

(>was already unconscicus. She never -

‘voke. Xiahua left three daugliters aged -
‘betwéen 7 and 18, a heartbroken hushand
and a slightly guilty lover. -

- September

"+ without valuing herself. Todagl\ the only

Aloig tredition of aulcide:

The hard country life, marital disputes’

and tho stresses of the reform era have
combived to make Chiua, for spme of ity
ishabltants, the-deadliest place on

Earth, Luo Xlghua was Just one of the

estimated’ 350,000 people. who commit
_ - sulelde In China evary year, the majorit
of tﬁ'efn!ﬂ foung rlival ‘womsn," Aa 0315 '

Burden of Diséasa.study

asa. study published in
¥r. 1066 credits China with. 58,0
percent of all foniale guicideg worldwide
— an asténlshing figure considering that
China. clalmy ‘only a1 betgent” of the
world’s femalé population, = .
., Lue Xiahua 8 one of a handfui of Shi-
zhuglao victims. People here are reluc-
tant to view sulcidé as a problem, but if
asked about the drinking of ‘pestlcides,
each woman has several stories to tall,
Family conflict is often ths cause; essy
availability makes pesticide the method
of choles, One. 30-year-old Woman drank

" . a betlle of pesticide after one too man
~ fierce arguments with: her. naggin'?gr

muotherinlaw. Her hisband, the usuat

- mediator, was away in the clty,

“The issue of rural women committi
sulcide is not néw,"” 3aid Xie'Lihua,Lelgig-

. ‘tor of the self-help magazine Rural Wom.

en Knowing All. “China has a long hist

ry of such female deaths: Agirlul::gr:ln&t?-o
a farmer's house is normally neither
welcomed nor valued, so she grows |

diffarerice is that the suicides
on modern faatures.’ Xie behe?autiea?

‘the low status of wometi in the country-

fide Is the main force drivi
Source as saying up to 48 percent.of all

" Chinese who kill the_mse.lv_es ‘are rural

women. LT
. “For urban professionais,” Xie added,

& family is'only a part of our lives. But

a couniry woman cannot see the wortd
beyord; her family means everything to

" her. Ounce something goes wroag in the
_famil‘?: she thinks the wnol‘:@wogrldhas

. gone,
"Reall
spread

‘that suicide was a wide-
ohlem, Xie injtigted s monthly

-column | ber magazine titted “Why do
; eng?”’; the col- -

Cde T the ooumioricums (M
committing suicide, - literally means

- “light life” In Chinese,) *
i, Chinese.) “When we go

_?8-

s .
. over the edge. Her magaﬁmuo{g gg

The.road to one woman's death

-+~ Luo Xiahua's story 18 sadly typical. 1t
hagan when her hushand, Lue Fangrong,

left to find work In the booming sotithern
city of Guangzhou; Thelr hoine in-south-
ern Hunan- Province Is not - as ‘poor. as
soms; yet every family has at least one
member earting badly needed cashi as a
migrant in the city, for' farming: ls hacd
and unrewarding. Ag usual, Lug-Xlahua.

-stayed at home; looking aiter their three
" daughtery as well as working the flelds.

There was a bachelor In the village,
angther Lug, who'ran & smail lead mine
in the nearby hills. Being fairly well-off,

this man enjoyed color TV.while many -

neighboring families lacked even-.a.
black-and-white set. Like many of her
neighbors, Xiahua used to go to his place
to. watch TV-after a day’s work.

" Though four years younger than Xiahua,

Luo tock a fancy to her; a fatal affair
began. - .. 7 e
- Aller Fangrong retitned home a few
months later, he heard vagie gossip and
hints about wearing ‘‘the green hat of the
cuckold,” At {irst he refused {o take tha-

. gossip seriously, “We were introduced .
" by matchmakers, though we were.{rom
the same village,”” he said. “But.we .

courted and declded to get married our-

. gelves. I never beat her or treated her

badly. It never occurred to me that our
relationship had any. problems.” :
Originally, Fangrong had.come back

A t¢ help . with the harvest. Later; he

changed his mind and got & job» at Lue’s
mine. As the boss at the quarry, the lover

- Luo would arrange for the husband Luo .
to work the night shift whenever posslble
. (for siightly higher pay than day work).

As time vwent ?F%arpi
creasihgl cious. e
onsded o leave far work, but returned to

. surprise the lovers in bed: By the next

day, everyooe in the village knew about.
. thg’scafdyalo, it was the best free entec-
tainment in that quite rural area for
some time. Lo
“I was quite rised when [ heard
the news,” sald one woman, & distant
relative of Xiahua. **She was not a ‘float-
.ing fiower’ or that of woman at ail..

- But maybe she was ed‘up with sleepmg

. alom‘” R . i
“In a way, you can see why (it hap-
pened),” another villager said. "*Poor
Fangrong is even shorter than his wile.
That man (the other Luo) is taller, liveli-

Kitie i ey s st
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at. Now, she waa disgraced snd publicty*
humiliated, People. would point at.her
‘back, saying in-a volce loud snough for
her to hear, “Look! that’s the woman
who steals men!* 'I'wo days after the dis-
covery, Xlahua decided the only way ut
was te die, thereby fulfilling a local for-
tuneteller’s predioation that she would
never-live to geé her 39th birthday.
“She always cared about her.reputa:
“tion a lot,” her husband sald, sitting by
the bridge at the entrasice to the village.
“But I would have forgiven her, provided
she gave up that man. % good you'rs
-writing her story,” he added, “just to.lot
people know it does no good to.commit
suicide. My chifdren-and I' had such a
terrible time after she loft us. You know,
she regretted it after she drank the poi-
som,’” o
And he sighed again.

Pianning for pravention

© The ‘World Burden of Disease. study,

conducted by the Worid Bank, the World

Health Organization and Harvard Uni- -

versity, ls'not_the only research: under -
way oo this Sensitive subject, Qthers at

work Include Befrionders International, :

an international charity ‘group,. China’s
own Ministry of Public Heaith and Cana-

dian psychiatrist Dr. Michael Phillips.

With.over 12 iyex‘n's experience working,
in China, Phillips believes- the World’
Bank figures may be inflated, yet he
agrees that, regardless of the source of
the data, they show the same pattern:
Most of the suicides in China take place.

. In thé dountryside. The rate of rural sui:

cide is thred times the urban rate, and

many more. women commit sulcide than ;
inen. In fact, China is the oniy country in

- the world where that is the case; T
- Currently, Phillips is. collaborating

with the Chinese Academy of Preventive
Medicine on a pilot project vesearching
the suicide phenomenon. CAPM’s- 145
‘disease surveillance pojiits also providcy.
raw data for the World Burden of Dis:
ease. Projections {romi these samples to
the whole population concluded that the
annuai Chinese female suicide rate was
33.5 per 100,000 in 1990 (the latest avail-
able.year for figires), while ihe average
-world female suicide rate was just 7.1
per 100,000. Chinese. men also scored 3

high rate of 27.2 per 100,000, against a

world average of 14.4

In‘the West, the rate of iale vs, fo- -

male suicides is 3 to 3, though women
attempt suicide more frequently, which
suggests that men use imore lethal meth-

ods, In China, however, there is no Intér: -

mediate method, for every farmer's
household has several bottles of pesti-
cide strong enough to kill with just a few
mouthfuls. The majority of rural women
end their lives in this agonizing way..

‘Phillips’ pilet project comprises three
stages:. investigating the causes of sui-
cide; working out a sulcide-prevention
program; and implementing the pro-
gram In the loeal community to see If it
aciually helps reduce the suicide rate. As
a trained psychiatrist, Phillips stresses
the Importance of conducting psychiat-
rie interviews with all concerned partles.
He has found that, unlike in the West,

“where suicidal people often suffer from
long-term depression, in a significant
roportion of rural female suicide cases

n China, the victim was not clinfeally
depressed. Self-inflicted death is often &
spontaneous, impulsive aetion,

" No better soiution

- her,

. family a3 daughters-in-law, theraby sav-

. Xle belleves that many suicides are re-
alty thieats, or cries for help. She has

- encountered many stories like thia one:

A woman from Hebej complained bitter-
ly about a tree that stoed in the nilddle of
her contracted land, obstructing her
farming, Her.repedtied demands to local
authorittes to' remeve it were refused, so
she threatened to kill herself, When.no
one listened, she went ahead and drank a
fatal dose of pesticide.. The tree was re-
moved eventuaily, although too late for

Luo Xiaoping used to live in the same
township ag Luc Xighua In south Hunan,
where many Lue. reside. Xiaoping had
her photnnfaken with -her. friend Luo
Xiangmel when.they were.teenagers. it
used-to be a haps»y picture, showing two.
g(tatty girls- grinning. broadly. Now,.

iangmei has only her half — the-other.
side was cut offi and used by Xiaoping's
fathér at her funeral 10 years ago. After

the girt’s mothet died giving bicth o frer,

Xlaoping was brought up by _her: father

" and a hrother 10 years her Senior; Being

poor ‘and’ rather short, the brother had

-5till ‘not found’a wife by his mid-20% &

matchmbker found another’ family with
an unmarried brother and sister from a

_neltihporing village for a swap marriage

e girls moving to live with the otlier

ing costly dowrles for both famifies.. -
But Xlaoping returned to her father's'

- house after two rmionths of unhappy mar--

ried life ‘and flatly réfused to return to
her-inlaws. Whien' the Inlaws" patience:
ran out; they ralded Xlaoping's house.
and dragged her.off .on a tractor. Her

caring,.but helpless father went to check

“on her, but she had. taken her own life

with a bottie of letha! pesticide, Since she -
never said’ anything or left a sulcide
note, no one was precisely sure what had
driven: her'to kill” herself, the: bossy-
mother-in-law or.the bland husband, Her

- friends believe she saw no way out of a-

loveless marriage, particularly after she
was ‘deprived of. sanetuary at her fa-
ther’s house. Her best friend, Luo Xiang-
mel,” now settled in_Beljing;’ said, “I
wouldn’t have killed myseif if T were her.
People found.100 yuan on her body. With
that money, she could easily have gone
to live or. work .with her _reiatives in
Changsha,’ especially as there were no
legal macriage papers. She was only 19,
not even the legal age.” =~ L
Her brother, now married with two
children, will say little about the tragedy
in which he played such an intimate part
a decade ago. He did, however, say, “if1
had known she would do that, I would
have stayed-a. ‘single stick’ (bachelor)
all my lite” . foL
Luo Xiangmel's mother remembers
her dead daughter as “such a sweet girl.
She was called by the ghosts,” she says
today. In the Shaodong area, suicide is so
comirion, and often committed over such
trifling matters, that people say the vie.
tim is called or haunted by the devil if
gimy eannot find & better justification for

-77__

9%. 6. 10.
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Naming the devii

In.gome cases, the devil cad be identj.
Hed-as the strict family-planning policles
set by the local authorities. Four years
8go, one young woinan with two children
became a widow. She had been forcibly
storilized hecause, according to the poil-
cy, all women with two children must ha

" sterilized, The operation was not enly hu.

miliating, it destroyed her chances of re.

- marrying. At roughly the same time, an.

other woman with two baby- girls. es-
caped to the city after she %ot pregnant
again, since her mother-inlaw was de.
tormined to have a grandson, When she
came back home, disheactened with her
third baby girl, she found thelr house had
been demolished as a punishment for vi-
olating. family-planning rules,. Already
desperate at her inability to produce a
boy to inherlt the family lHue (men are
never blamed), she took this as the last
blow and drowned herself In the river.

The: rule. stipulatiog. house demeolition.

has now been benned. Another unlucky.
woman from Xiangshi village in north-
ern Shaanxi Province ?ot pregnant after
she had heen fitted wi
device. She was nevertheless forced to
have an-abortion and told to pay. a 2,000
yuan-fine. Shé swallowed pesticide in-
stead_ . ST e ST e
As with all sensitive subjects in China,

there are no reliable long-term. statistics,
.. available by which to determine whether

‘the problem'is improving or deteriorat-

. Ing. 'Even'in the Shaodong area, some’
.- contend that the number of suicide cases’
- has actually gone down. Lue Xianghi, an

" Independent-minded 49-year-old widow'
. With two children, credits' improved liv:-
" Ing ‘standards. “When life was as poor’

-aud hard as it ised 46 be, women took’ -
“'their lives lightly,” she said. **Whenever-

- there. was trouble, they tended to kil
-~ themselves. Also, men ars often away:
. now;.-without. them bess
-~ We gain more freedom: and confidence. "

‘us: argund,

-Some, argue that, on the contrary,

. things are only getting worse in the wake*

of recent reforms. There are. more eco-

-nomie risks (and people are more willing

to take them); a large number of mi-

.:grant workers are employed in the cities,
" leaving their wives at home; and gam-
.bling and prostitution are both ‘on the

rise. On the other hand, China has been
mich. poorer in the past. o :

" Both Phillips and Xie agree that the
poorest areas are not-necessarily the
Wworst hit by the suicide probiem. Young

tural women, better educated, from
- better-off areas, are more yuinerable to

suicide. As Xie points out, “If they were
willing to Jive like their parents, there
would be no problern. But the edueation
they have had, and the access. to the out-
side world, make them realize the gap
hetween what life could be and what it

. 15.” She admits that there is a lack of

soclal suppert. “So, whenever they run

Inte trouble, having nowhere to turn, .

they tend to kill thernselves.”

/g

h-an intrauterine.
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- caring, ushand .

blmg aﬁchE éﬁu fellin in;:d with t; decent
youmg man. She symmy & CoMD
-age to file for dtm, buthechmbnnd L
-opposed it.and so did the local inarriage- .
- rogistry-office, Urdaunted, .the woman.
. mioved rito. het lovar's house; hut wai'.

'l‘he ﬁrst suicide story it Bural Women i

Knnwing AH !eat'ured a. 29-yaar-old wom: ' B

an hamed Tl H? an from D&nm, .
rich’ couhty J an i Provin -
,aowned of fish and. ric Yet

Liu: f -local, women who:".-- o
cummltfed suiellclilgabetween. Funeaan
"-.'.';;Sentembp:* 1305 ‘Magried lo's stupld, un+;

0 WA R -gam-

ol triade welcome: by his conse:vatlva il

;- tamily. Aftarmagn enty; she fin." ... -
%ha‘ ¥ glifemth:%omw( o

) de, Here Wﬂﬂ & Wy
o cha.nge her-fato,-but fall ed. L
"The suicide lasile:is. finally. wmlii

couraged by un increase In press cover:

- ‘more attention.in Chink, Phillipuiaém~- T

' "nght P columns, compléte with

. give fural womién soine hope;
- “Before, a woman might thick her fate
reading

tpe on-bow’ t6 save pesticide  victims,
andaoundsmmopumwtlc Weé wat to
' she-sald:

wasthcymrstmtheMd ‘After
our magaiine, she may realize there are

other women who are sufferitig even
morethanshel.s Shemightsay hers. -

A fight, and, findia way

out of thelr bad sntuauons;. why mt.
me?' - H
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- LATIN AMERICAN REPARATIONS "~ I

War int
SAN FRANCISCO {A®) The
U.S. government will pay
$5,000 settlements and issue
an apolegy to- Japanese who
were laken from their homes
in Latin America and held in
U.5. internment camps dur-
ing World War I, a Justice
Department official said, -
“We've reached a settle-

ment that we believe will re-
dress a great injustice,” said

. the official, who asked not to’

be identified. “It will provide
for $5,000 in compensation
and an apology similar to the
one received by other intern-
ees'" .
Japanese-Americans in-
terned by the United States
during the war were paid
$20,000 ead¢h in reparations
under a 1988 federal law.
Details of the seitloment
were t¢ be disclosed Friday.
*“This is not & totally joyous

occasion,” said Julie Small,
cochair of the Campaign for

Justice, a coalition backing -
- the lawsuit. Ske was referring

to the disparity between the
amount paid to the Japanese-

. Latin Americans and the Jap-

anese-Americans.

‘More' than 2,200 Latin
Americans, most of them of
Japanese ancestry and a ma-
jority from Peru, were forci-
bly. ‘brought to the United
States during the war.

-Neither the administration
of then President Franklin D,
Rooseveit nor later adminis-
trations ever gave an official
explanation for the removals
and interoments. After in-
ternment, some Japanese-
Latin Americans were ex-
changed for U.S. prisoners of
war held by Japan.

The suit, filed in a Los An-
geles federal court in 1998,
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nternees to get redress
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sought equal treatment with

Japanese-American intern-.

ees. The 1988 federal repara-:
tions law covered only Japa-:
nese who were either .8, cit-.

izens or legal U.S. residents

at the time of their detention. ;

Small said the settlement
covers surviving Japanese-
Latin American internees and -

heirs of those who were alive

on Aug. 10, 1988, whenthe rep-
arations law was signed. She

said the Campaign for Justice
has contacted about 600 of

them around the world and

may find more,

Small said the only curcent
source of payment for the set-
tlement is the fund that was
established for Japanese-
American reparations.

She said government law-
yers predicted s recently ag
four months ago that the suit
would not be settled.
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