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Soloné protest Japan’s
stand on ' RP comfort women

Lawmakers hus ™ rpe Murikine [eg- | DOt A% #he SOMImERd 1 Commission op Hue
mounted 4 protest i‘,lzhg: recalled th:; od the Asian! ;an rights in 1888
against Japan for 4o se Resa Hen- | Women’s Human' = rphe House stal-
franting move oM. oo th, fivst Fikipino ' rights, Lila Pilipian yqri ay well cited the
peisation 0 Korea « Lo woman® to  and kindred femals * N Special Reperton
‘comfort women” expose her tragedy . Associations is bring- . Military Sexual Slav-

AN

than to Filipiac sax
sbuse victims in the
last war. '

‘while'Rames was vis- , ing the matter to the { ory which Gay Mac- K
iting Japan,” Mr. ~attention of Con-! Dy
‘the UN.

Ramos simply formed ', gress. . . ]

] submittad to

Marikina Clty o goet findipg task | Laguna  Rep.! Candaze. ‘said

Rep. Romeo Capdaao force 1o fiad oat  Joaquin Chipeco - these . showed

. Said that, without be-  ahoshyr or pot the lemented that “to Japan's wattime
Ing inflammatory, to- women ware telling  this day, through the  comfort women 8Y3°

day's young radicals

eould saxily raise the,
issus and turn:

against the pervad-

ing Japaness pres-.

ence here to axact
lang overdue com-
pensation for the
sbuses snd indigni-
ties sgainat their

! mind wovld dare an-.

the fruth” -~ . decades, the Japsn-
. "Telling  the . ebe guvernment had
truthl” fumed Cands.  Temained vague snd
20, *No ‘Filipino , unclear on the Philip-
worhan in her right ;: pined government’s
i !: protest and demand
nounce to the world ¢ for compensation for .
she was taped and , theTFilipine umfort.l
sbused by Japanese ‘women.” D
Bolandeo

scldiers! Raging out- . Rep.

tém wag “m-cAde O
sexual siavery, of
war crimes, end -
crimes against hu-
1Y .

m.go?h raperts, said
the Marikina law-
maker, recommend.
ad that Japan pro-
vide immediate re-

feminine slders. . rage and pant-up Bricnes (Pasay City) dress and reparation ;
~ Thirteen of docu- an:n- md.pthm dg said up to half of the  to these victims. !
mented 46 surviving  thisrm " Filipino ocqmfart He recalled that i
+"" Tilipivo women, led  Candaro called on - women were probs-  in 1997, the Interna-
1 by Lela Junanita President Joseph - bly dead by now snd  tional Labor Organis
Jamot. and Lala Egradaandthe 11th those alive were by  zation also declared
Remedios Pelias, in. Congress to “uphold and lazge at the twi-  the Japanese Was
. their twilight age, - the rights of Filipino  Light of their bitter leaders’ comfoxt
: tracped to the Houss fymiale war crimes | yesrs.*Theytrulyde-  women systes s "2
m"“h‘nh’t"‘?k victims,” l serve justice and case uffgr:td jaber.
o nareate their grim As chairman of | ¢ompensation atthe . * “As sigoatory to
wartime tragedy., ... the House comrhittee  sunset of their lives,”  the ILO convintion ;
Candazs sid mil-  on ‘lgcal ‘govern-|  Jepsn bas dimisd  concerning forced
lions suffered during ments, +-Candazo} the existence of com-  and compulsery 18- 1
‘the Japanese war ov-  gqkeq the Depart-| fort women overthe  bor, Japan is oblig- 3
cupation but “moth- ;mens of Foreign af- pastS0years.Butia-  ated to compessate
ing surpasses the '

tragedy that bafell

tion's *half-hearted

fairs to mount “very ,
strong representa- !

ternational pressure o the victims,” Canda- ]

“has forced its govern-

20 stressed,

;hu Filipino edmfort  tions to, persunde ' mentto ldfgil'r finally In :}“ f‘.‘;:b:{
omen.” Japan to immediate- ~ July §, 1992 that its  mounting_g
The Maxikina City iymct 8 pestowar wartimemilitary sys-  pressure, Candazo
lawmaker decried . compensation law”  tem racrulted women  recalled Japan set
the past sdministra. He asked the gov-  for & vast patwork of up the Asian
[

approach” in resglv.
ing ths ixsus despits
resclutions in tha
House of Represents.

ernmant te launch an
“official comprehen.

sive investigation on
the Japaness Army's |
wartime military

brothers for Japan-
ese soldiers in World
War IL.

, Candaze said he
was smboldenad by

tives urging then  comfort women sys- the success of the in.
prasident Fidel V.  (um 1o determine fi-  ternational campsign

s to demand 2, nally the whels truly, (o redeem Asian com.
public apology and —— -~ fort women. He re.
payment of just com.  and nothjng but the  frrred to the 1996 re-

pansation by thy
Jananese pavara.

ehit tragedy,”

final truth, regarding

part af the United

Narfame cneeinl van.

men's Fund.
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Kim regrets -
~ SeouP’s role
: ;m VletnamWar

© HANOI (Reuters) South Korev
an Presidént Kim Dae Jx

expressed regret Tuesday for

* Sequl’s involvement in fight-

“ing alongside the United .
States during tha Vietnam
War. . . ‘

. .He made the comments
durmg a meeting ‘with . Viet-
- namese President Tran Due
. Luong,LimDongWon,Kims o
. senior. secretary for diploma- :
g‘y.l and Secunty, sald m a
D “Inthepast wesharedan :
.,unt‘ortunate histpry, and I'd -
like .to_express regret over
this and say we should work
to - overceme .an . unhappy
past,’:Lim, in translated re.
marks, quoted the president
as.sa ‘

;mSoul‘;)th Koret: ﬁ;ﬁnt %;rer'_':

‘ troops t in Vief- -
nam bétween 1965 and 1973 in ; -

- -support of the former Wash-: ..

-ington-backed Saigon regime.

- -The “United- States, which
normalized relations with Ha-:
1ol in 1995, has not

‘ramorse for its mie mn VIet» i
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No apologles

- needed over war, *

Vietnam says

HANOI (Reztors) Vietnamese
Prlme Mluister Phan Van
‘Khal said Wednesday that the
communist-led ceuntry
sought no apologies from any
powers that once feught wars

~onits goil,

. “Wearenot asking BF.YOne

:tu apologize and not
.the question of . teparatiqrs »

he toid & news conference at~-j
ter the conclusion of a summit
of Southeast Asian !eade;s i,n

South Korean President
Kim Dae’ Jlmg, in Hanet for
an ofﬁcial vigit, expressedre-

| gret” Tuesday for Seoul’s ‘in-
- 'volvement . fighting along-’
during

sxde the United States

'In the' past, we

unfortunate histox‘y, and I’d
like: to. express” regret- gver
'thls and say. we should wark.
to_ overcome "an. unhappy
past,” Lim Dotig Wop, Kim’ 8
senior secretary for chploma-
cy -and security, quoted t[; _
president as saymg

" Khai declined o comment
directly on Rim’s statement
.which had been made. to V"iet-
namese Prmideut Tran Duc
Lunng m an ofﬁclal meettng
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(Kyods) A Nagoya High Court
branch here Monday dismiss-

- ed cldims for unpaid wages

filed by thrée South’ Korean

"women who were forced to
“work at a plant in Toyama
during World War 1I, iphold-

ing a Tower court rulmg

The Kanazawa branch of
the high court turned down
the plamtlt‘fs’ appeal, uphold-
ing the Toyama . District

Court’s July 1996 ruling re--
jecting their demand on.

grounds that the case is sub-
jeet to “extinctive preserip-

tion,” or the statite of limita-
.. tions in ¢ivil cases:

The plaintiffs sa1d they
would appeal the case to the
Supreme Court.

Lee Jong Suk,. Choi Bong
‘Nyon and Ko Dok Hwan had
demanded that Nachi-Fujiko-

-shi Corp:, based in Toyama,
‘pay ¥20 million in unpaid .
'_wages and damages.
“The plaintiffs claim. they.
"had been forced into hird la-
bor at the company’s muni- -

tions factory in Toyama when

they were teenagers after be- -

ing recruited beiween 1943
and 1944 from the Korean

e v o el s o et niamim e s

99‘/2. 22. 7T

Penmsula then under Japa-
nese colonial rule, .

.-The recruiters told them

they would earn & lot of mon-
€y, bul the conipany sent
them "home without - wiges
shortly before Japan surren-

dered in August 1945, accord
" ing to the plaint:ffs‘ o

- Although the Toyama Dis-
triet Court recognized the un-

.paid wages liad legally exist- -

«ed in its ruling in' July 1996, it
said the plaintiffs’ right to

seek unpaid wages expired-

ohie year after the govern-
ment. declared on Aug. 28,
1991, that the 1965 Japanese-
South Korean treaty did not

rule out claims by mdmdu— :

als
Under the treaty, wartime

claims by each government-

were légally resolved through
the opening of diplomatie ties

- between Tokye and Seoul.

.On the right to seek dam-
ages and a public apology, the

district court said these are
“gubject to a zo-year legal lim-

it.

The three filed the suit with
the district court in Septem-
ber 1952

Nachi-Fujikeshi was estab—_

..57-

_Korean women lose
suit for wartime wages

. KANAZAWA Ishikawa Pref

lished aga machine tool mak~
er in 1928 and produced am-
munition and weapon parts
durmg the war, .

Redress sult nixed

,The Tokyo District Cotirt on
Monday rejected a suit filed
- by 363 South Koreans seeking
an official apology . and ¥i2
btlhon in compensation from

e Japanese government for -
their- suffering due to con-’

scrlptlon dunng World ‘War
1.

Pm1dmg Judge Keiichi Sa-
kamoto rebutied the plain-
tiffs’ claim that Japan is

obliged to compensate the
.victims based on the pream-
- ble of the Constitution, saying
it does pot serve as a direct
basis for the claim.

The preamble merely ex-
- plains the principles and be-
‘Tiefs of the Constitution, the
judge said.

However, the judge also
said, *It is hoped that some
. kind of compensation mea-

- sure is considered at Japan’s

Diet.”

The plaintiffs filed an ap-
peal against the ruhng the
same day. _
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Koreans’ eviction

from Utoro upheld

0SAKA — The Osaka High
Court dismissed an appeal
Tuesday filed by 12 .Korean
families facing eviction from
the wartime forced laborers’
squatter commumity of Utore
in the eity of Ujl, Kyoto Pre-
fecture, wpholding a lower
court ruling. . =~ . .

The Kyoto Distriet Cowrt
has Issued rulings since Jam-
ary ordering four of five
groups comprising the 68 Ko-
rean households being sued to
vacate the property. .-

The high court delivered
Tuesday’s ruling on the first
two groups, accounting for 12
families who had sppealed
the district court decisions.

According to the initial rul-
ings, about 80 Korean house-

. holds have been living in the

2-hectare Utoro district sin
before the war. . :

dents were brought there as
farced laborers to level a hill

for construction of military

airfields. L

In 1989, Nishinthon Shoku-
san, an (Osaka-based real es-
tate company ‘that owns the
land, filed lawsuits with the

" the land due to ¢

T pad b bk e e

Kyoto District Court to have
ge 88 Korean families evict-
" Although the district court
proposed-a compromise plan
to sell the land to the resi-
-denks, the defendants and the

plaintiffs failed to agree, ~ - °

The residents have insisted
they be granted ownership of
‘pregeriptive
rights” of having lived at the
site for more than 50 years.

The Eyoto District Court or-
dered 37 families, accounting

- for four groups, to move out
.of the area, claiming the resi-
dents have never.shown any .
intention to purchase the land .
and the property has never

- been registered legally. - :
- In the appeal, the families .
claimed the evietion infringes
on their rights as residents

and said the rea] estate firm's

Akio Genmoto, one of the

defendants, said he was in-

censed by the ruling.

“Japaness society foreibly’
brought  Koreans to' Japan -
trying to deprive -

angd is now
us of our land,” he gaid. “I

Mhink It i difficult o get a fair

purchase of the land ig inval-
The first generation of rest- . id. o

-judgment in our situation. So

we've got to promote a public
movement s6 we can.stay on

the land that our ancestars

maintained,”

During the war, the govern-

ment ordered a corporation.
that -had owned the land to-

build airfields. After the war,.

the firm became a subsidiary

“of ‘the Nigsan~ Motor : Co:-

group, changing its name to
Nissan Shatai Co.

In 1987, the company sold
the property to a district resi-

. dent who promised to sell it to

otber dwellers, But the buyer
sold the land to Nishinihon
the same year.

The Kyoto District Court is

"Shokusan - and disappeared

‘scheduled to hand down a rul-

ing on'the final group of 31
households in January.

“ Nanking libel upheid

The Tokyo High Court on
Tuesday upheld a lower court
decision that ordered a writer

.and a publisher to pay

¥500,000 in compensation to a

former. Imperial Japanese -
‘Army corporal who main-

tained he had been incorrect-

. ly mentioned in a book on the

98 (2. 23. T T.

DEFENDANTS IN THE UTORO

Ay

b e

g LA £
CASE march Tuesdgy outside the Osaka High Court

before thek

-appqglmdhmisudmdmwwomprdgmdmmdfgommekhmmUii,KyatoPmtec-

-turs. owmcoaRiOTS. .

Nanking Massacre,
- The 83-year-old former cor-
poral filed a libel suit against
- Shire Azunia, 85, who was ai-

50 a former member of the -
* seriptions concerning the er-

Imperial Japanese Army,
and Aoki- Shoten,” a Tokyo-

based publishing house that
put out the book in 1989, The-

suit demanded ¥2 million in

compensation. ©

. . The publishing house edifed .
the book 'on the basis of a dia-

ry written by -Azuma, who

was one of the plaintiff’s sub- -
" . 'my actions that cannot be rec-

ordinates in the army. .
“1man earlier ruling, the To-

kyo District Court ordered
Azuma and the publisher to
pay ¥500,800 to the plaintiff,
saying that the credibility of
Some parts of the book’s de-

elty of the Imperial Japanese
Army’s acts were question-

. able. The’ defendants ap-

peglmed

tsmissing the appeal, pre-
siding Judge Eoetsy Ofuya-
ma of the Tokyo High Court
said Azuma’s diary deseribes
some Impérial Japanese Ar-

_o_gnized as fact.

The diary entry in question
says-that the former corporal
put a Chinese person in d
hag, set it on fire and then
threw it into a pond after fy-
ing a hand grenade to %

The beccurt ruled dxthfgiu%t
would be “extrermely di t
to do this withont the danger
of getting burned,”” and said it
was ‘uniikely that this was
fact.

Expressing strong disap-
proval of Tuesday's ruling,
Azuma's ‘lawyers said they
will appeal the case to the Su-
preme Court,
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free the twol

“tions of mutual’

This {a the 83rd in a serfaa of m‘!clas
by 100 pre-aminent Japangse and for
elgn opinion laxders on Baues facing Ja-
pmtorrwkn‘rscammafnw.lapm
Timas

y CHUNG DAEKYUN

Over the past century, the
relationship between Japan
and Korea has been marked
by turbulence and upheavals.
With the dawn of a new cen-
tury now around the corner,
policymakers in both coun-
tries must ..
stand up and :-

neighboring na-

distrust.

So far, the
pattern of bilat-
eral relations is .
familiar enough: Korea -at-
tacks, and Japan dodges.

This ‘ relationship is, of
course, defined-by history:
Koreans as victim of Japan’s
celonial rule-vs, Japan as the
perpetrator of Korean suffer-
ings, Thus, Koreans have tak-
en every opportunity - to
avenge past wrongs, while

Japanm have sought to fend
off Korean demands.” -
Despite -repeated ' expres-.
sions of remorse from-Japan, :
Koreans still “harbor strong'

suspicions of Japanese mc- -

tions and intentions. This has-
virtually become a state of
the Korean mind.

Japan, of course, ‘has- not
helped in this sorry: state of-
affairs. The choice of words’
Japanese politicians: have
used to express their remorse

* over the past is typically Jap-
| anese in its opaqueness. - . .

On the other hand, a preju-
diced -mind-set among- Kore--

ans has prevented them from
taking an objective view of re-

anese leaders say regarding
this period of history, Kore-:
ans would take their words:
with a pinch of salt — mini-

mizing their effect — regard-,
"less of their merits:

The reality is that the Japa.

" nese of today are no longer .
the willing dupes of milita-.
‘rism and nationalism of past-

R e b e b R b st e B e AT P PR

| 93 12.28. JT. (i) Vz
Wlll the J apan-Korea feud everend?

years.: Iromca!iy, thlS s the .
‘very reason why it’s .possible

.and useful for Koreans to sub-
‘seribe: to-the victimizer-vs.-

victimized: 'view- of:history. It.

-also. proves to: be a - very
handy: pohtical -ploy to use

against Japan in bliateral ne-.

gotlaaons :
Indeed 1t is- m)mc that: the

HODYEARS O0VEWS

ality. No matter what the Jap-

people af Japan and Korea
have: reversed -their. respec-
tive roles in the: transforma-
tion from prewar to postwar

years. Just as the Japanese of -
“today. are quite different from
the::prewar: generation, -the
Koreans- of today. apparently-

Human natm'e bemg what it

. is,-can it be realistic to expect
-Koreans-to give 4ip this handy
~political. tool on:their own?: -

South Korean President

-Kim:Dae-Jung's own view on-
-this matter is a case.in point,
. Speaking to-the press on his

return to. Seoul following ‘a

-summit meeting - with Prime -
" Minister Keizo Obuchi in ear-

ly October, the president said -
. . he hopes South Kereans. will

_~no-longer lash out at every .
“ word-uttered by “some: peo-

ple’in Japan. .
At the same time, he made
it clear that Scuth Korea

. would: not tolerate any action
. Fdetrimental -to-the spirit of
.the joint declaration’’ on:the
‘part of Japanese in responsi-

ble positions.

In other words, we are not-
;gomgtoseeaqmckendtothe .

Korean habit of making the

- Japanese account for every

“erroneous view” they, pre-

-sent’to the public..

as posmve, I cﬁunt myself
among these- who disagree:

iwith “the' president’s ap-,
‘proach. To say the least; !
‘think it harms South Koreas'

interests.
The ‘reasonis s:mpie no

"single :view. of history has’a

monopoly .on the trath: Rath-
ef, the interpretation of histo-
ry is an ongoing process and
it is always subject to review
from dwergent contrastmg
views... .

Durmg his tnsxt to. Japan,

‘Kim ohserved in his' address

to the Diet that it takes “gen-

‘uine eourage” for anyone in
- Japan to view hisiory without

distortion. ‘The same can be
said for the people of South
Korea. But the prevailing na-
{ional mocd does not allow
Koreans to -take a eritical

-view of history and shape a
‘national consensus based- on

genuine debate.
In South Korea, the prevail-

ing official view of history is

have few qualms in using the. . - While I can understand why based not on competitive 1e-
past to. needle the Japanese. . some criticsviewKim’sstand-  conTmuEs on Page 3
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W]]l J apan-Korea feud end"

mmmnmei VAT
as but by dictum..For South :
Kmna, the ffre:eu:lmn of ;
B is significantly cur-
tailed as far as the history of .
. Japanase colomzatmn is con-
‘cerded. :
7 BY. companson, the state of

~=;af£a1rs i Japan. is "quite.
.+ healthy; While there is indeed
- @ considerable range of ermo-

“ton and-attitude toward its
- “eolonial rule of Korea, the
© . :geheral: aimosphere in Japan

is ‘suchthat any attemipt to

lpment ‘its pdst misdeedsina’
pogitive hght is- invaiiably
. axed down: Tiusm proof that -
: :Japan is, in’ good shape.re-
. . garding diversity of views.-
=, 'We_should aiso notice “that -
_' virtially il “fallacxaa“
- pressed-by. Ja ese Cabmet. =
_members -othér politi- ~
 ¢ians are done S0 in words. It
~is only in a totalitarian coun-
. try that onegoessofarasto-»-
" censure the speken word.
-~ Fundainentally, T believe it' )

is franduient to coiistruct a
Japanese-Korean relation-
ship in terms of their coloniat
past. At most, it gives the Ko-
reans a superficlal sense -of
maoral superiority in- thelr

'dealingswith Japan.

On the Japanese slde the

“ountcorne is simply selt- )
- defeating. For one thing, how
are the Japanese supposed to

their remiorse over

. eXOress
t_heirawnco]omalpastsufﬁ .

“ciently?, L

Meanwhile, even for those
who subscribe to the helief

that Japan is- gullty as 4 na- -
“tiori; they cannot but be frri-
: tated hy the relentiess clamor
_for repentance. = :
The’ lggical result’ 15 that K
there will be fewer and fewer

Japanese whio feel remorse

toward Korea of their own ac- .
-cord.. After” all, repentance is
.an aet that impinges on one's
.dlgnity -Hénce, many Japa-

nese are. turned off by insis-

_tent demands-for repentance

from thelr Korean nei ghbors
Tt isa sham therefore,

m&k of & *victimizing’” Seh-
-timent.and 2 .‘victim” irien-

tality in the relations between

thie two countries, -

Ther'e Is yel : a.nother fallout
from | this.“victimization-

ceived ‘‘vietim."” The KOI’L.L

Japanm‘.e ‘must change their

view of history for the sake of

'bniateral relations. By doing

so, theKoreansare

_ ‘shedding
their’ respons:hmty toward

their ovm history. .

Mmmunpom meadd 1995, A Koreaii resicent of Japan borer [

seeking “seli-pumishment” on

thepnrtefthe.!apanse the -

Koreans are insisting that
they must .avenge and de-
mand pumishment. -

For more than a decade, 1

‘73_

.have been observing how Ko~

rean intellectuals see Japan.

"One trend seems to be an in-

creasing lack of self-doubt re-

, garding Korea-Japan rela-

‘tions. They are all convinced

that Japan is the one at fauit

and it is up to the Japariese to.

make amends, The more they

glve vent to such demands, .
“the less effort they devote to :

making Korea a better soci-

Citis high time we face up to
this reality of mutual distrust
.and recrimination..The only
‘way to deal with the situation
is to put an end to a relation--

ship that is based on pseudo-
morality.: The two govern-

- inents, therefore; must ‘act
_-resolutely and exorcise the
two nations of the evil spirits
--of the past.

- cehitered view of. history -
‘the effect it brings on the per-

Unfortunately, if the sig—
nials from the recent bilateral
guimmit are aily indication,

& the two govetnments seem
" bent on maintaining theé sta-

- tus quo. It is 4 state of affairs

- the two countries should be
ashamad of.

Chtmoaokymﬁer Tukh)hubum
#n1 associate professor & the Tokyo Met-

feats Prefectue, vagmsmnd

tions, including Jmmne!nmaf
Kmaﬂmmdm
"100 Years, 100 Visws" i available
nmapanﬁnmhom:pmu
wmmwy
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Amerleu’s ‘Modern-Day Slavery’ / Scrvants Living in Silent Despair

Behind Doors,
A Culture of
Exploitation

By William Branigin

Wgﬂgwn Posr Service

ASHINGTON — Thousands of do-
mestic servants are being brought into
the United States from impoverished

countries and then severely exploited
by Foroign employers, mmany of whom work for
embassies and interational organizations i the
Washington _area, aceerding to human-rights
groups, immigration awtonteys and former domes-
tics.

Despite occasional publicity about such cases in

" the past, the abuses have persisted with ielative

impunity and appesr to be on the rise, the domestics®

advocales and others interviewed by The Wash-
ington Post say.

A federal “‘worker exploitation task force™
formed by Attorney General Janet Reno is in-
vestigating some of the worst alleged offenders as
part of a broader crackdown on labor abuse, The

task fores, which includes members of the Justics *

Departiment's Civit Rights Division, the FBI, the
Immigration and Naturalization Setvice and ths
Labor Dcpaﬁlmem, is aimed at rooting out what Ms,
Reno has called **the serfous problem of modern-
daﬁslavery" in the United States, -

ut in concenirating their efforts on the most
sgregious cases involving the saspected illegal con-
finement of servants, federal agencies have skipped
over others that fall short of that standard, even
when they include apparent violations of federal
labor, immigration and tax laws.

The domestic servants, most of them women
from poor backgrounds in Africs, Asia and Latin
America, are typicall imaﬁomd under a Lgmvision
of immigration at allows foreign diplomats,
embassy em}w)yces and officials of organizations
such as the World Bank, Interation Morietary
Fundand United Nations to bring in personal house-

hold workers with the understanding that the em- -

loyers will abide by LS. labor laws, These is,
owever, virtuatly no oversight into whether they -

COE_;I{IY. I
e World Bank, the IMF and the United Nations
say they cannot be expected to monitor their staff
tmembers® private lives. In any case, they say, few
complaints have corne to their amention,

Yet, overthe years, hundreds of servanis have run
away ftom their employers 10 escape abusive treat-
ment, excessive houts, low pay or no pay at all.
Some have filed lawsuiis in U.S. conrts for back
wages and damages. .

eir cases itlustrate the exploitation being al-
leged in Washington area homes: An Ethiopian
woman who was brought to the United States in
1990 by an IMF. 6fficial says she toiled for more
than eight years in a Silver isu-i.ug. Maryland,
epartment until she escaped in May. She says her
emf:loym forced her to work seven days a wesk,
isolated her from other people and hit her if she
complained. . ’

Another Ethiopian says she received no pay for
more than six years of work in the Rockville,
Maryland, home of an Ethiopian-bom le who
arranged for her to come to the United States on a
tourist visa_ Sho sags ber duties included caring for
the couple’s sick child on 24-hour call.

_A nanny from the Phifippines says three other
Filipinos — her employers and a friend of theirs —
arranged to bring her in fraudulently under a visa for
servants of embassy employees, then put ber 1o
work in Fairfax, Virginia, for 41 cents an hour. For
more than a year before she escaped, the nancy said,
she had to work 16 hours a day and received only
one day off during the entire period.

So far this decade, more than 30,000 domestica
have been brought to the United States ander speciat
work visas. Many are treated equitably.

But among the others are some of the most
exploited wockers in the United States today, pe-
cording to sachat woskers, church groups Taw-
yers who have dealt with their cases, Behind the

Yesheharég Téferra’s wages for over eight yeors of work amounted to less than 3 cents an hour.

" ke et /e S [t

An Ethiopian Woman’s Ordeal

By William Branigin

Weshingeon Post Service

ASHINGTON .
. Eyes downicast, star-
ing at hands
roughened by a life-

tims of housework, Yeshehareg

nstead, Miss Teferra says, she
received a total of $1,060 for more

. han eight years of work averaging |
about 90 hours & week — pa)}(mlhat
camo to less than'3 cents an 3
She says she was never given a
day oft, was ordered not to talk to

Teferma is owed nothing because
she stayed as a *‘guest” in their
home after he left the DMF in
1992 and her contract ran out,
Mr. Schaefer said.

**f was not their guest,”” Miss
Teferra said quietly. 1 was not

L A el RS AR R s med

Teferta describes in soft, matter-
of-fact tones the punishing con-
ditiong she saes she endured as a
“slave”” in a Washington suburb.

The illiterats Ethiopian womn-

an, who speaks no English and is. .

uncertain of her age, was brought”
to the United States eight years

-ago by- e staff member of the

International Monetary Fund to
work as 2 maid in his apartment
in Silver Spring, Maryland. Her
employer, also from Ethiopia,
ll:_mmiscd in a contract with Miss

efeira to pay her $235 a week,
provide medical care and abide
by U.S. labor laws.

peopleoutside the family and was
slapped and choked when she
complained.

¢ slight. shy woman, whose
claborate neck and wrist tattoos

evince her rural origins, finally -

ran aw? from her employer in
May and was taken in by another
Eﬂuogeicaln family. :

Ad

by Mark Schaefer, a

Washington lawyer who volun-
teered (o represent her, she filed
suit in October in U.S, District
Court in Maryland, secking more
:!ha.n $900,000 in back pay and
e3,

In his family’s defense. the

employer has argued that Miss

even their employee. [ was their
slave,””

The employer and his wife did
not respond to messages sesking
comment for this article. After
they were formally served with
the lawsnit, they abruptly moved
out of their apartment and dis-
appeared. Mr. Schaefer said¢ he
would seck a default judgment
against them, but held out little
hope of recovering any monc
for Miss Teferra. She cannot af-
ford to hire an investigator to
track down the couple and their
assets, and such expenses are not
covered in Mr. Schaefer’s pro
bono work for her,

closed doors of homes ranging from modest apart.
ments in Silver Spring to mansions in- McLean,

Virginia, many foreign servants live in silent des.-

?air. toiling long hours for low wages buat too
earful, isolated or insecure about what will happen
to them lo complain or break free, human nghts
advocates and investigators say, :

In part, the servants are hostage to intimidation by
their cmplo¥crs. lack of knowledge about where to
turn for help and the resirictions of their visas,
which bar them from working for anyone else,

ILL LANN LEE, acting assistant attomey

general for civil rights and co-chairman of

Ms. Reno’s task force, said federal in-

¥ vestigators were looking for abuses **that

are so-severe they rise to @ level of involuntary
servitude”* .

Investigators do not mlmow how widespread
such. abuses are, My, added, but ““there is
anecdotal evidence that the problem may be larger
than le have thought.” .

One FBL-led team is investigating s well-off
Brazilian businessman and his wife who atlegedly
held an illiterate servant from their homelsnd in
stave-like conditions for 19 years while she worked
in their subutban Maryland home,

The servanr, who is about 80, came to authorities’
attention recently when she had to be hospitaiized
for treatment of a tong-neglected stomech twmor.
She told local social workers that she sometimes
had to beg neighbors for food and clothing and was
regularly beaten by the wifc. She said the coupie

- domestic servants come to

“that is mobilizing a campai

told her that if she fled their home, she wo "' be
arrested immediately because she is black.

“*They esscntiatly preyed on her ignoran...., ' a
fource fyami]iax with the case said. U.5. officials
declined to discuss the matter because it is stitl
under investigation.

According to the State Department, about 3,800
e United States each
year under two types of temporary employment
visas to work for foreign diplomats or non- UL S, staff
members of international organizations. The ser-
vants may be brought in from any country. About a
quarter come from the Philippines.

Guidelines published by the World Bank and
IMF say their staff members who wish to employ
domestics — defined as ranging from butlers, valsts
and maids to gardeners, ms and chauffeurs —
must pay at least the minimum wage. allow two
days off 4 week, pay Social Security and Medicare
taxes, buy workers’ compensation insurance and
pay federal and state unemployment taxes. At the
current minimum wage rates of $6.15 an hour in
Washinpton, and $5.15 in Maryland and Virginia,
domestics should receive $1,066 a month for the
standard 40-hour work wesk in the District of
Columbiz and $852 a month in the suburbs,

““This all looks lovely on 'gaper, but there's
absolutely no monitoring’* by the World Bank or
IMF to insure that staff members meet their ob-
ligations, said Martha Honay, a fellow at the In-
stitute for Policy Studies, 2 Washington think tank

W protact the
mestics’ rights. ER to pr do-
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Brit ex-POWs conﬁdent.

'_U K Wl]l pay. redress

LONDON iReuters) Britlsh.; ‘
prlsonets ‘of the Japanese_
thiring World War'11 said this

-.week they are coifident their

. government. will ,pay them

: g:;npensatxm for t.heu: suffer-

Repre;seqtatives ‘ot ¥ tg;:
. ter a meeting with ‘Junior -
Foreign * Minister. Derek:
- Fatchett on Wednesday, saud;

10,000 survivors,.

. he h.adpmm:sedto iookse;'n
ously at' any p

made on how to-end a de- ')
~ cades-long dispute over com-; )

. pensation T

" Fatchett’ made it clear that ;
* Britain would not formally'
. press Japantopay compensa-:
tion, prompting the victims to"-

Insist on payment -from the
-British government to make

up for what they describe as’

Ntﬁnce : R - . -
-The surnvors were encqur-

- aged by Canada’s decision in
December to pay its own de-
"tainees some 24,000 Canadian
“dollars {815, 329) each.. :
i'We'are optumshc thé Brit-
ish’ govammeqt will pay;’ TIxe

. Canadian *decision, bas’ sur-
pnsed and shocked the For-
-eign’ Qffiée;" said . Martyn
:Day, lawyer for the fnrmer.: m-
-temem and prisoqers SN
“The meeting was‘_ ither
gm‘re upbeat tézan I'd expect--

hope we'd get something
“achieved in thé next couple of

"months, !’ he’ saxd after ‘the J '

meeting The victims want
‘some ($23,000) fach.

Lot ln

A Fordgn Oftfice - -Spokes-

 mansaid_ Fatcheti .would R
study any suggestions by syr- " -
-.ﬁvarsonlmvc.tosetﬂethed:s- .

x '
gt

ok

its past duphc:ty and mcom-'_

lb;'

pute. . .-

S wg

98-
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Now Preszdmg OUer Balkan War Crimes, a Civii Rights Lawyer

B !memauuml

i the outskirts of

e

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JANUARY 16-17, 1999

" PAGES

By Marlise Simong
New York Times Service

THE HAGUE — Gabrielle Kirk Mc-
Donaldnapmeesdymdmmwd As A
federal judge in Houston in the 1980s,
she fmddownﬂu local Grand Dragon

of the Ku Klux Klan, who told herinher
that she should: be re- !

.own courtroom tha
*moved from his case because he couid
nol get n fair mial from *'a Ncgmas
" *Of course, be got nowhere,”” Mis,
McDonsld recalled. **[ saidt thay if race
\WaS I 138;!0. thea beb,lu whngu\:?a an
uaue, 0o, bea Negress, ma
with a{hck robe md the gavel
u-u: law,””

P Today.tbecoiowfhenhnu notan .

Lissne, but hes yoars as a civil ﬂghu
'hwyermdfcdcm! judge inatitled in her

. & belief in the rule o lawrhu:anow'g; a allyc an o
: opean law, speci once or

“being tcsted oo an intemational level.

. McDonald, 56, is the only-

ammgmoujndsu ofﬁ:
via.andaywagoshe

1 ident.
H«a.mangﬁrl%zoum?ml.dm :3

Former Yu

was el

. ways, they are full of

with the tiais that address some of the
many war crimes that were commitied
during the breakup of Yogostavia. She
listens to long lists of airocities, to furi-
ous lawyers, Indignant pnsonm,;udges

who dmg;:a
r world of crael and deadly
war crimes, Mm. McDonald is an uo-
ce. While others
speak of the shoricomings of the
tribanad dealing with the conflicts in the
Balkans, ahe stresses its achievements.
““We are doing more than ever and
wnmkuespwdmgup ** she said in
an interview, **1 walk through the hall-
Eeoplc I can
aimost hear us humming.””,
She was rgferring 1o ‘the staff from
more than 50 countrica waorking here,

_using new procedural rules and a legal -

m, .4 hybrid of American and
this tribunal.

People who rcxmnd her that the. .

tribunal is -not trying the war’s most
senior leaders get thus rﬁponsc i
never heard a witness say, ‘'That person
is not im

heard a victim say, 'l want someone

1 enough.” I've never -

e AT % Wl g B B Al e L P P oA A B Bt

with a hlgher rank.’ Every mdmdua.l
wants justice in their own case.”

As the five-year-old court has bes
come busier than ever, with 2 recent
surge in gerests.and trials; she sees an
op?ortuml}' w make it more visible.

*We're doing great work hiere but we
must make it known, otherwise we're
whistling in the wind,’" .she md
‘*Above all, mmustbelcnownto
in the region, but also r,o
believe in the law everyw

Furdmr. she is seeking mombnchng,

th political #nd financial, from.the
Ummd Nations, which estmblished the
wibunal, To reach her goal, she docsnot

- hesitate to speak her mind. -

““We are traiy-at 2 wa.wrshed," she

- said recently before the UN Genﬂal.
mibunal

Assembly. The has ..
every;hmgmita pow:r,shcsud blmua
continzously - obstructed Lhc
Yugosiav government. . " -
Belgrade, she said,-is actin
trogue staie”! and-flouting

hke L3

ives becauss it wili not appretend in-

dicted” war-crimes  suspects: whose

wherzabouts are well known It also™"
‘ refuses to sllow tribanal prosecutors to .

investigate . atrocities in  Kosovo
Province in Serbia. '

The UN, Mrs. McDonald said, mnst
maks the **obstructionist’” government
of .President Slobodan Milosevic. co-

.-gpmte.‘l‘b:rebasbmnomswcrﬁom
‘Bei

igrade.
But Mrs. McDonald does oot blink
easily. Her friends say there is 4 prac-

-ucais:detoherﬂmxsparﬂymomdm .

her being an Amexican, partly in the
tormoil of her cwn professionat past.

As ayoung black woman, the dangh-

. tet of a railroad worker from St. Pand, .

Minnesota, she spent her eatly profes- -
sional years as a civil rights lawyer for
the Legal Defense Faad of the National
Association for the Advancemml of

Coldred People. .. -

It might sound su‘ange- she vient on,
but her background as a civil. nghts

er in the Upited States has
e}ul here, half a world awa %

_-wuhﬂ:cbloodd:atwassp edm!ixc
direct-* Balians.

It was her civii nghas jence zhat
gave ber the belief thar facing the af-
termath of Yugoslavia’s ethpic:warfare -

was possible and that she could take on

JE ket

m‘bunaltasks for which there was littfe
“Ileamedak)&fmmdrmvilnghm

frmmibn.Andauhatﬁmewegmncw

‘laws and we had to-nse them 10 goable

peop!::nhveandwmkwgctﬁnr This is
the task befors us here "

The law dominates ber ffe. “It’s
sosrething i my heart and in my soul,”™
said Mrs. McDonald, whose fommer hns-

women credit being * “more in-
volved’’ than their male

She often says that d}cmcwnagmhs

- %0 dispense justice, not ¢xiract revenge,
contribate to

~ and thar for the court to

m:c andreconcﬂmmnnnmba
wn and pnderstood in the living

fooms and. on the streets of the tom

mmmcsomenmandGcaaa.

T

b e 8 T

.!ndgc Gabndle er!t Mchmald,
head of the war crimes t!'ibnn_al.

1 have beard Serbs say that this isa
pelitical court motivated by revesge,’”
she said ““Bnf it is abont providing
justice and Bealing for the victims.™
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