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INTERNATIONAL. EXPERT MEETING

DATE: 14-16 September 1999 (arrival on 13, departure on 17)

PLACE: Kyoto International Conference Hall. Kyoto, Japan
PARTICIPANTS: Experts (10 from abroad; 10 from within the country)

THEME: Expert Meeting on Women's Human Rights under Armed Conflict
BACKGROUND

The Asian Women's Fund was established in July 1995 as a resuilt of sincers efforts taken
by both the citizens and the Government of Japan, in order to express atonement and offer
support in alleviating, as much as possible, pains inflicted upon those victimized women
- who were forced to become ‘comfort women' through involvement of Japanese military
during WW.Il. At the same time, recognizing that prevailing attitudes of discrimination
and violence against women are part of the background to the sutfering inflicted on the
‘comfort women', the Asian Women's Fund actively addresses the contemporary issues of
women, such as violence against women under civil, ethnic and religious conflicts. As a
part of the efforts, the Fund initiated in its own entity in 1997, a study group on the ‘women’s
human rights under armed conflict. The forthcoming International Mesting will
concentrate on deliberations by experts, of how not to repeat the atrocities against women
under situations of civil, ethnic and/for religious conflicts, as well as of how to be considerate
to the gender aspect in the process of peace-building after a conftict.

Despite the efforts taken by the international society for a tong period of time to illegalize the
act of war itself, unchanged pattern of viclence against women under armed conflicts still
continue repeatedly in many parts of the world. Today, there are various attampts that
have been made to recover and restore the human rights of women victimized by atrocities

of wars, and to realize reconciliation between two parties, *victims” and “perpetrators”.
~ Presantly, the world attention is drawn to a point, whether or not being effective and capable
to fulfil the human rights of women in the light of the new and innovative efforts of the
International Criminal Court. it is to indict and punish individuals i and when they have
committed & crime against humanity under armed conflict. Moreover, because of a long
standing effort taken by women's groups, the violence against women under armed
conflicts is now defined clearly as crimes against women’s human rights. This has in turn
made it possible for the society to question and re-examine the existing structure of legal
and social systems at national level, apart from the intemational framework.

The Asian Women's Fund intends to contribute to a new framework on confiict resolution
beyond “punishment” and “compensation”.
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' OBJECTIVES

Tha objectuves of this Expert Meseting are to discuss effactive measures concerning the
empowermant of the victimized women under armed conflicts and to formulate proposals

that will lead to a concrete preventive actions in the field concerned. At the same time,
through new ways and means of conflict resolution considered during the meeting, the

Asian Women's Fund hopes to contribute to bringing the peace-bullding process with
gender-sensitivity.

1) How to protect human rights of women under armed conflict and to empower them?

2} How to realize the reconciliation and to assure “gender-sensitive” peace processes?

3) To find effective way to resolve conflict as well as measures to prevent future
- victimization of women.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

13 September  arrival (Kyoto International Conference Hall Lodge)
14 September AM Opening/Keynote Speech on “Human Rights of Women under
Armed Conflict — Never Repeat Atrocities again Women”
PM  Discussion - “How to protect women under armed conflicts”
15 Septembar AM Discussion — “How to support and empower victimized women”

PM Discussion - “How to realize the gender sensitive peace processes”

16 September AM Closing

PM  Open Forum, Symposium on “Violence Against Women”
17 September departure

VENUE & CONTACT

ExpertMeeting  September 14, 15, and 16 moming
{Kyoto Intemational Conference Hall, Mesting Room )

Open Forum Thursday, September 186, afternoon
(Kyoto International Conference Hall, Conference Room }

Accommodation  September 13-16, 1999
{Kyoto international Conference Hall Lodge)

Kyato international Con_ference Takaragaike, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, Japan 606-0001
Hall and Lodge Phone: 81-75-705-1234 Facsimile: 81-75-705-1100

Asian Women's Fund 2-17-42 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 107-0052, Japan
Phone: 81-3-3583-9322, Facsimile: 81-3-3583-9321
e-mail: matsuda@awf.or.jp
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