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| M" heldeOman’s abduction, sale

i men’ g Osaka Pre{ecturqhg?e béen ar-’

g rasg(éd oi sh.sgicion of randomly abducting a woman and
Do seiiing her Intosexual slavery, police said Monday, -
© Takeshi Watanabe, 23, from Yao; Osaka Prefectum, and

three other. men allegedly kidnapped a 23-year-old woman

' _walkiﬁg along a street in Osaka’s Minati district around 5

a.m.:Thursday and confined her insidé a van,

_Pulice said the meh robbed the woman, stealing Ym'? 000

f;‘om her purse, and forced her tosignan 10U t‘ar ¥25 mil-
oh.

“Thé woman toid pohce that she was “sold to a sex busmess
but released? later Thursday because the sex operatorre--
: pm;ﬂetilly sajd she was “not cool” because she bad been taken -
un
Watanage told pollce he was selling women in heavy debt

- to sex businesses. Watanabe and the other men had waited .
for dnother woman who dldnot show up, so they pieked the :

victim at random, police said.

- “Ithought my life would be in danger i dtdn’t take a glrl '

_(toasex bu.smms operator) that day," pohce quoted himas
-saying.:

Investlgators arrested the four meén based o the wctuu s

allegations, adding they are lookirig for another man sus-

. pected of. being mvoived in the alleged abxiuetion. .
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A grcup of commercial

K broadcasters plans to refrain

from alring programs con-

talnlig . excessiva violende
and

v.explicit content

~between & and 9 p.m., "out o

consideration for yo view-

‘€rs, group sources sai

Y.
. The Nahonal Assaclatxon ot‘
‘ Comithercial Broadeasters in -

Japan, led by.Sefichirc Ujiie,

_ -president of Nlppon Televi-
-gion. Network Corp., will for-
~mally adopt the measure at a
. meetmg of ~.its “directors

Thursday, the sources. said. -

7Tt will be Japan’s first at-
“tempt to- designate. a- special
i viewin, n% time  for children.

The United States, South Ko-
rea, . Singapore and many

" Western European countries
have already adopted sumlar‘

mea.sures

The association decided to -
select the hours from 5 to 9

p.m. based on survey results
showing that children under

LR

13 account for more than 10

97.6.76.

ence during that period. .
“The assdclation will not

draft ‘standards. for imple-
mentmg the self-censorship,. ,
but it will entrust each televi:"
sion station to decide what is.

mappropnate, the sources"
sagine senior sation offi- mounted after a spate of juve-
cial sald the move: signiﬂes a

“complete turnaround” in the

group’s position from one that

was trying to protect the in-
dustry from regulations to

. one in'whick efforts aré being
made to see what’ teleﬁsion

can effer ch!ldren,
ted dxscmsmns,

Whnle some members quen-

;-tioned whether such 'a move

would actually have a posi-
tive effect hy itself the ma-

-T'r

Broadcasters to cut sex,
f_vmlence in prime time

pereant of the vlewing audi— _

jonty opinion was that inan
age where there is at least one
TV set per household, there

. was concern that the industry

was failing to give due atten-

: tion to children, sources said.

Public calls t‘nr the sereen-

nile crimes involving butter-
fly knives followed the airing

of a TV drama in which a pop- -

ular- actor used the same
weapon.

Attheendoflastyear an
,advxsory panel. of the Posts

. -and “Telecommunications
.-Ministry recommended: that

member roadcasters . now “broadeasters’. uuhate PR

“shafe a common under~
standing of what kind of cod-
tent would be problematic,” a
_ senior executive of tha assom
- ation said. ;

m'eemng
Meanwtnle,

er, told Kyodo News that it
has no plans lo designate a
special viewing time for chil-
dren because NHK's policy is
“not to produce any program
that would be cousidered in-

. appropriate for children.”

the na— -
‘ twns “enly ‘public broadcast-
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Amnesty International erit-

icized Japan for mistreating
prison inmates and ‘suspects
under . police. custody and in

_-detention houses ini {ts annual
" féport on worldwide human
‘rights _concerns released

Wednesday.

. " “Conditigns of detentlon re~

harsh, -often amount-

. ing to cruel, inhuman or

degrading treatmen " the

London-based human raghts
said in its 1999 repert.’

“The report cites as typical a

- dismissed court claim filed by

a prisoner in Tokyo's Fuchu

- Prison.that he was assaulted

by a guard and held in a leath-

er body belt and metal hand-
ouifs :

“Minor infractions of prison

-rules contmued to be ‘pun-
ished ‘with severe sanctiops,”
the report says, noting that -

“some prisoners were. forced

to kneel nrsztinthesamed;;o-:
y

sition in single cells every

for up to two months, withno
form of exercise, mental -

stimulation or contact with -
gther prisodéfs.” -

Amnesty criticized Japans‘ &)

co:flilnued use of tht: death
penalty, saying in its report .
that in 1998, ‘Pagfnund 100 ?.pt;o-
ple remamed ‘under sentence .
of death; six were executed.”..

The group especially chas-

‘tised the- government - for

three exectitions in November
that were carried out fust

weeks after the U.N. Human -

Rights Committee urged To-.
kyo to take steps toward abol-

| 'Amnesty hits J apan for pnson abuses

ishing the death penalty
‘Amnesty was alse ' con-
cerned that “asylum-seekers
continued to be etained upon
entry to Japan S ‘

& g0 mentions
t the i -

tion for wartime “com- v
_ Eor% wamen” ai -

%n 1995' the Asx h W iﬁén’és

- "The 4os-page report fea-
_tures human rights issues in
-141 countries around the globe

’ | and calls for the total abolish-

ment of the death pamlty by
nest year. :

Amnesty IntematiOnal isa
worldwide nongovernmental
organization'with about 1 mil-

lion members in 162 countries
and some 8,000 members in
Japan. Its annual report is
based on raseareh by its staﬁ

AW T S n Tt EAAE
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Rights organization

calls °98 a bad year,
with two exceptions  94.6.1 '(

LONDON (Xeuters) Govern-
ments and opposition groups
violate human rights around
the world with little fear of
retribution, despite “historie
steps™ taken last year to hold
them accountable, Amnesty
}international said on Wednes-

ay.

’ghe London-based human
. rights watchdog said in lis an-
nual report that 1993, which
marked the 50th ‘anniversary
of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, was
marred by a worldwide cata-
log of abuses,

“Despite historic steps for--

ward In the struggle against

impunity made in 1998, perpe-

trators of gross human rights

abuses continued to escape

ju?éice,” the organization
- said.

1t cited extrajudicial execu-

tions, disappearances,. tor-
ture, ill-treatment, unfair tri-
als and detention without trial
in dozens of countries. .

Bul Amnesty Secretary
General Piefre Siané also

pointed’ to {wo tandmark.

events that he sald could help
make human rights violators
answerable for their actions.

“In July 1588 the world cofn-
mimity agreed to establish a
permanent International
Criminal Court — a historie
event which only five years
ngi(é seemed impossible,” he
said.

“The arrest i_n. October of-

former Chilean President Au-
gusto Pinochet was another
milestone toward an interna-
tional system of accountabili-
ty for human rights abuses,”
Sane added. .

“Now the struggie for hu-
man rights defenders is to en-
sure that governments follow
up these developments with
real commitment to bring
about lasting improvements.”

Amnesty’s report 3aid the
arrest of Pinochet, who re-
mains in detention in Britain
awaiting possible extradition
to Spain on torture charges
arising from his 1873-1990 inii-
itary rule, was “a defining
moment in the struggle
against impunity.”

“The international commu-
nity had finally aeted on obiji-
gations under internalional
law fo bring human rights vis-
lators to justice, whatever
their status.”

Amnesty detailed reports of
human rights violations last

year. Including:

#extrajudicial executions
in 47 countries.

#‘disappeared’ people in 37
couniries,

#tortura or ill-treatment by
security forces, police or oth-
er state authoritics in 126
countries.

- eprisoners of conscience In
78 countries. .

sarrest or detentlon with-
out trial.in 66 countries.

®gerious human rights
abuses by epposition groups,
including killing civilians, tor-
ture and taking hostages in 37
countries, .

"Amnesty said it belleved
the real figures were much
higher than those documented
in its report. »

In Africa, armed conflict
arid unrest fueled "further ap-
palling human rights abuses”
it said. Thousands of people,
including. hundreds of c¢ivil-
ians, were killed {h hostilities
in the Democratic Republic of
Congo.

“Torture and murder by po-
lice and security forces and
armed groups continued to be
rifé in Central and South
America, In Brazil, hundreds
of people were kilied by police
and “death. squads” linked to
the security forces, the report
sald. ‘ .

- Amnesty singled out the
United States as the only
country known to have cxe-
cuted juvenile offenders in
1998.

1t said three people in their
20s and 30s, all with mental
health problems, were exe-
cuted in the United States for
crimes committed when they
were 17 and emerging from
abusive childhoods.

Amnesty noted positive de-
velopments in Asia, including

release of prisoners of con--

science and political prison-
ers in South Korea, Indonesia
and Vietnam, aithough Asia’s
economic crisis prompted
crackdowns on protesters and
asylum seekers.

Torture and ill-treatment,
often racially motivated,
were the most widely report-
ed abuses in Europe.

in the Middle East and
North Africa, Amnesty said
the death penaity continued to
be widely used, “Other human
rights abuses include torture
and ill-ireatment of prisoners,
killings of civilians, and ‘dis-
appearances,’” it said,

JT
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War currency need not be honored

Hong Kong plaintiffs slam double standard, theft by another name

The Tokyo District Court on
Thursday rejected reim-
hursement and compensation
demands by 17 Hong Kong
residents whoe had been
forced during World War Ii to
exchange their money for
Japanese military currency,
which became worthless
when the war ended.

Although the court recog-
nized that Hong Kong resi-
dents were forced to ex-
change Hong Kong dollars for
war coupons, it said the gov-
ernment is not legally obliged
ts hopor them since the Fi-
nance Ministry declared in
September 1945 that the mili-
tary notes were no longer val-
id. .
The suit is the first wartime
damages suit to demand com-
pensation for private proper-
1y and the only one filed by
Hong Kong residents.

Judge Seiichiro Nishioka
said the plaintiffs suffered af-
ter the ministry’s deciaration,
hut added it is up to the gov-
ernment to decide whether to
compensate them after invaii-
dating the coupons.

The plaintiffs’ lawyers said
they will file an appeal with a
high court,

The plaintiffs were seeking

‘¥768 million from the Japa-
nese government. The sum
combines the value their mili-
tary coupon holdings would
have at today’s price levels

_ 5%‘&"5'-%:&}gé&é&;@&é{r@w‘ A i AR e

and - ¥10 million for -each
plaintiff in compensation for
their losses,

The plaintiffs ¢lalmed their
war coupens, with a total face
value of about ¥3 million,
should be multiplied by about
200 to reflect changes in
prices over the decades,

“It is a crime (for the gov-
ernment) fo issue notes and
refuse to convert them into
money,” Ng Yat Hing, 68,

chief of the plaintiffs’ group
and chairman of Reparation:

Assoctation H K., told report-
ers, He called the act a “bar-
barous swindle.”

Ng said he inherited the
military nofes from his par-
ents.

Kenichi Takagi, a lawyer
for the plaintiffs, said the
court behaved “honestly” by
recognizing that Hong Kong
residents were forced to ex-
change their money into mili-
tary notes and that there are
still about ¥1.2 billion werth
of uncollected coupons,

“But what the court said is
that the government is nof
obliged to convert (the notes
into currency) once it de-
clares the notes invalid,” Ta-
kagi said.

The 17 plaintiffs said they
were forced to exchange their
Hong Kong dollars, gold and
other precious metals for Jap-
anese military coupons while
the former British colony was

AT A TOKYO news confersnce, Ng Yat Hing dispiays now-

worthiess monetary coupons issued by Japanese occupation
forces during World War K. saroxo xawasasi proTo

under Japanese occupation
from the end of 1941 to Sep-
tember 1945,

Those who defied the erder
faced the prospect of torture,
the plaintiffs said. The mili-
tary pulled off victim's finger-
naile and stomped on their
stomachs after filling them
with poliuted water, they
said. Sometimes people died.

In a similar lawsuit, the To-
kyo District Court in 1980 re-
jected a claim by a Taiwan-
ese woman seeking to ex-
change military coupons for
yen, citing the 1945 statement
by the Finance Ministry.

‘But the government later
repaid another Taiwanese
woman who had deposited her
military coupons in a Singa-

pore branch of Japan's postai
savings system soon after Ja-
pan’s defeat in 1945, The wom-
an was allowed to withdraw
the money in April 1996 at a
rate of 120 times the value it
was in 1945.

Lawyers of the Hong Kong
piaintiffs eriticized the gov-
ernment for using a double
standard in dealing with
claims for repayrnent of war
coupons.

During its 1941-1945 oceupa-
tion of Hong Kong, the Impe-
rial Japanese Army issued
yen-denominated scrip and
forced residents to exchange
their money at a rate of ¥1
per HK$2. The rate was later
revised to N1 per HEK$4.

On the back of every war
coupon, the government guar-
anteed the note could be con-
verted into an equivalent rate
of Japanese currency at any
time,

Japan maintains {hat its re-
sponsibility for war repara-
tions to Hong Kong were ful-
filled when Eritain signed the
1951 San Franciseo Peace
Treaty, which formally ended
the state of war hetween Ja-
pan and most of the Allied na-
tions.

Tens of thousands of Bong
Korg residents lost their say-
ings when Britain banned the
use of the coupons after its
rule over the colony was re-
stored.

State muils
ways to offer
compensation

The government is studying
ways it eould compensate
Hong Kong residents forced
to exchange their money for
notes issued by the Japanese
military during World War 11,
the top government spokes-
man sald Thursday.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hi-
romu Nonaka said the issue is
among war-related matters
the goverament is studying as
part of ar effort 10 “sum up
the 20th centimy.”

“Although there are difi-
cuit problems ... we are
mazking efforts to think of
‘ways to deal with thern " No-
naka said,

His remarks came after ihe
Takye District Court earlier
in the day turned dowe a de-
mand by a group of Heng
Kong residents that the Japa-
nese government redeem ven
notes issued by the military
during Japan's cccupation of
the territery during the war.

The court acknowledged
that Hong Eong residents suf-
fered a loss when the curren-
¢y became worthless foliow-
ing Japan's defeat, i satd
Japan is not obliged to com-
perisate faor the loss.

Nonaka also satd in March
the government will consider
ways to compensate Korean
residents whe served in the
Japanese military during

-World War II. They are not

able to receive pension pay-
ments.
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At least 328 childreh under

age 13 nationwide. dled of .

abusa or suspected abuse dur-

- Ang the five years spanning -
1993 fo 1998;-according to a-
Health- and Weltare Muustry

survey released Monday:

Among these ‘cases; abuse
was, determined (3 have ‘Been
the cause of death in 245, ac-
cordinig to the first-ever probe
of child abuse condueted by a

: “public-entity. -

Physical abuse accounted
for about 80 percent of the 245
confirmed abuse deaths,
while negligence, such as a
failure to feed the children,
contributed to 11 percent of
the abuse deaths ministry of-

- ficials said. -
Kumamoto Uriversity pro-
f&so; Shigeyuki Tsunenari,

9% 6.22. T T

. who was ln charge of com 11-

ing the report, said.the g—
ures were not’ sirprising..
- “However, if we are. going

to ferret oiit the whole picture

regarding child abuse (in this

. country) we.need io carry out
- The survey cqvers universi- - :

"ty hospital reports of autop-
sies. conductied: on ‘children -
who died ditring the period
: 'due to crimes or accldents

further studies,” he said. -
" The professor added that
his group intends to look at

1997's autopsies and collect .

data on individual -abuse
cases for detailed analysis,

into four types: neglect, and

physical, sexual and emotion-

al abuse. Monday’s survey on-
ly covered physical abuse and
neglect. . .

© Of the 245 conﬁrmed abuse

deaths, physical abuse was

the cause in 196 cases, while

. neéglect was responsible in 28

cases, according to the re-
port. A total of 22 children
died after being left in a car.

Of the physical abuse cases,
113 mvolved mjury to the

. Abuse claimed over 300 kldS
" m ﬁve-year perlod

head; Suffocatmn was a dis- -
- {ant ‘seeond, with 39 cases
turning up in the survey.’
Wounds to the abdomen fol-
lowed with 16 cases onrecord.
Of the childreni who died:
due to neglect, 17, or &) per-
cent; died due to general debi-

htatlon 2
“The report shows that the

‘child’s biological mother was
at fault in'63 of the cases and .
biological fathers in 31 cases.
"Abuse van-be categorized

‘Babies “under: the ageé’ qf 1

‘made up the greatest portion:
of victims, with 25 percent of

the physical abuse cases and
50 percent of the neglect cases
affecting this age. bracket.
Sn:ty—eight percent of the chil-

dren left in cars were under 1

year oid. .

In addition to these figures,
an additional 88 cases were
suspected of being caused by
physical abuse while five

- cases seemed to be the result
of neglect
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Hong Kong to crack down

Kong is to crack down on
child-gex tourism and child
pornograﬁhy ‘with tough new

ed-by heavy flnes
and long jall terms, the terri-

tory's gecurity bureaun said

Thursday. -
~“Hong Kong has been used

 as a'transit point fof child sex

tours to South East Asian

countries,” said a report by
Hong Knngs Security Bu-

reau

Under the new bill to be put’

before the Legislative Council
on June 30, arvanging or ad-
vertising .the tours -here will
attract a top penalty of 10
years imprisonment and ‘a
HEK$3,000,000 ($385,000) fine. |

Pedophiles who travel .

abroad to abuse children will

be ‘targeted by ‘the laws,
which will allow the govern- -
ment to charge: Hong Kong .

residents who tholest children

under 16 years of age regart_l :

lesg of where it happens,
In addition, the government

‘wo_uid be able te prosecute

Oy

“on child porn, sex tourism

" HONG KONG (AFP-Jijl) Hong anyone who has sex with a

Hong Kong minor anywhere
in the world.

The United States, Austra-
lla and several Furopean
countries have also enacted
legislation to deal with child

sex tourism involving their .

nationals, who often carry out
their crimes in lesser-devel-
oped countries not eqmpped
to prosecute them,

iiong Kong authorities saxd

. they weré particularly con-
cerned about the growing
problem of child pornography
distribution over the Internet.

- “While the probiem of chitd
pomography is not very seri-
ous 1iow, it rnay worsen quick-
ly if no measures are taken to

-tackle the problem,” the Secu'
: rity Bureau said.

“The report to Hong Kongs
Leg:slatwe Council said pedo-

philes were escaping convie-

tion - under current laws,
which only cover the distribu-
tion of child pornography and
ot its creation or possession.

Ehfun B &b o p Bl m bt e
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Sierra Leone rebels accused
of systematic murder, abuse

_ ABIDJAN (AP) Slerra Leone’s
rebels have systematically
murdered, mutilated and
raped civilians while world
attention has been focused on
Kosova, human rights groups
charged Thursday.

The bloodshed was at its
worst in January, when reb-
els of the Revoluticnary Unit-

.ed Front rampaged in the 8-
- erra Leonean eapital of Free-

town, gunning down fleeing
families in the street and us-
ing machetes to lop off their
limbs, New York-based Hu-
man Rights Watch sald,

U.N. and government offi-
cials estimate more than 5,000
people died during the fight-
ing in the capital in December
and January. .

“This is not & war in which
civilians are accidental vie-
tims, This is a war in which
civillans are the targets,”
said Peter Takirambudde,
head of the Africa-office of
Human Rights Watch.

“The erimes against hu-
manity . . . are unspeakably
brutal, and the world must
not simply avert its attention
from the crisis,” he said. “The
Uniteéd Nations and its mem-
ber states must show that the
rights of all human beings are
of equal value.,” .

Representatives of Presi-
dent Ahmed Tejan Kabbah's
government and the rebels
are in Lome, Toge, trying to
negotiate an end to eight

ears of civil war that have

killed and maimed tens of

thousands of people. - :
But the war could flare up

" again, bringing a new wave of

killings, mutilations, rapes
and abductions, Amnesty In-
ternational warned Thursday.

It also said justice for vie-
tims must play a key part in
any peace pact. “We are con-
cerned that the peace agree-

3

FREETOWN — Relstives comfort a 15-year-cid gir! In a hospl-

tal in the capital of Sierra Leone on May 14, The girl was one of
three family members to have both arms hacked off in via-
lence blamed on the Revolutionary United Front. aprHoto

ment under negotiation in Lo-
me may prevent those who
have been overwhelmingly
responsible for gross human
rights abuses from bheing
brought to justice,” it said.

The groups issued their
statements as the U.N, High
Commissicner for Human
Rights, Mary Robinsen, ar-
rived for a two-day visit in Si-
erra Leone.

The 60-page Human Rights
Watch report also says young
girls dnd wonmien were taken
fo rebel bases where they
were sexually abused with
sticks of firewood. Virgins
were singled out and many
were gang-raped, it charges.
. The report includes testi-
mony from survivors who de-
scribed numerous massacres
of civilians, including the Jan.
22 slaughter of at least 66 peo-
ple hiding in a mosque.

One woman told of escaping
from a burping house after
rebels get her daughter and
mother-on fire. Others had
hands, arms, legs and even

breasts sliced off by the reb-
els, who also allegedly used
civilians as human shields
against troops of a West Afri-
can military force backing
Kabbah. -

The rebels reportedly often
told their vietims they were
being punished for the mass
civilian suppért of Sierra Le-
one’s democratically elected
government. :

“When they were cutting
me, { heard one of them say,
‘Now you will know the rebels
~— now you will know the bit-
terness of the war,’ ” said Lu-
cia, a 10-year-old girl whose
arins were chopped off,

Urging the same crusade
for justice in war crimes in-
vestigafions now under way
In Kosovo, the report said
“those responsible for tortuce
and mutilations should not
walk away scot-free.” Up to
now, it said, there has been “a
stark contrast in the lack of
international response” to
abuses in Sierra Leone.
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