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COURT REVERSES PAST RULINGS

South Korean sex slave r

_ The Tokyo Distriet Cowrt o
Friday rejocted a South Kore-
an woman's demand for a for-
mal apology and ¥120 milllon
in compensation frem the
Japanese government for suf-
fering she efdured ag a war-
time “comfort worman.” . -
_ Song Sin Do, 78, eurrently a
vesldent of Miyagl Prefec-

" ture, suys she was forced to

serve ag a sex slaye for seven
years through the end of
World War 1L, She is the only
Korean restdent of Japan in-
volved in a series of damages

- syits filed by former sex

—

laves. .
. Following Judge Kitaru
Narita’s aonouncement that

“the case was dismissed, on-

logkers in the court gallery
booed the judges for handing
down such a “cruel” decision,
while oulside the court build-
ing, Seng’s supporters chant-
ed “unjust culing.” .

One of the key points in the
trigl was whether the court
would recognize Song’s expe-
viences as factually acourate.
Another was how the eourt
would Judge the plaintifi’s de-
mand that the government be
“made responsible for failing
to enact & law to compensate
wartime victims in light of &
previgus culing on fermer sex
slaves.

In April 1998, the Yamagu-
cht District Court ordered the
government to pay Y300,000
to three South Korean former
sex slaves, blaming the state

v falling to take legal steps

J pay them redress. .

Friday’'s ruling, however,
sald that while the govern-
ment has the option of passing
legislation to provide redress,
it is impossible to siate that it
has an ohtigation to do so.

Narita acknowledged that
the plaintiff was forced into
sexual slavery by the Japa.
nese military but rejected ail
her claims, saying lhe gov-
ernment is not obliged to com-
pensate victims as individu-

SONG SIN DO (cemer, a 77-ye

4. 10. 2.

IR

J T

old South Korea resldent of Miyagl Prera-ctur, on Frlday'

antars the Tokyo Distriot Court, which iatér rejected the sult by the formsr comfort woman”

for a government apology and compensatlon. YoswAK MIURA PHOTO

als.

The judge also salg that in-
dividusls do oot have the
right to sue the slate and that
the 20-year statute of limita-
tions has expirved,

“I have fought for six years
expecting that the couri
would do something, but I
guess 1 was wrong to come
here today with hope,” Seng
toid the press after the ruting.

Her lawyers sald that-al-
though the court clearly rec-
oguized Song’s warlime expe-
riences, it failed to comment
on what gteps the government
should take to compensate
her for her suffering.

“The ruling was in line with
previous war compensalion
rulings and did not give the
impression that they went
over (Song's case) thorough-
ly,” sald Kunio Aitani, one of
Song’s lawyers.

Song also sald that she does
not want to appeal te a higher
court “as the result wilt be the
same,” but her lawyers said
the possibility has not heen
ruled out,

Attorneys for the plaintiff

sald the acts of the Lmperial
Japanese Ariny violated vari-
ous international laws, includ-
ing the 1967 Hague Conven-
tion, and that the government
is obliged to pay the victims
redress.

They also argued that the
government failed to punish
the perpetrators, whose acts

also violated civil laws, and
that they should have created
a law to pay wartime viclims
redress.

Although the government
adnidtted that the “comfort
woman” system existed, it re-
fused te recognize the dam-
ages inflicted on Song.

The government also said

éfused redress

the Meijt Constituilon, which
was in effect at the time, said
the government dees not bear
responsibility for individual
damages inflicted by the gov-
ermment,

Born in Zhongqing-Nandao,
in the southern part of tho Ko-
rean peninsula, Song was te-
eruited in 1938 at the age of 16
by an elderly Korean woman,
who told her she could earn a
hettor lving by working at
the front lines, aceording to
the ruling.

She was taken te a brethel
called "Sekatkan,” in Wu-
chang, a city along the Yang-

tze River, along with 15 other

Fir]s' the ruling says. She was

“Tater taken via military vehi-

cle to several other hrothels
in different cities.

Jupanese soldiers came to
the brothels from moyning un-
til night, and she was obllgat-
ed to service them regardiess
of her state of health, the
court said. She claimed tn
have been forced Lo have sex
with as many as 70 soldiers a
day.-

Whenever she refused, the
soldiers .and brothel manag-
ers beat her, the court said.
The repeated beatings left her
hard of hearing.

Forced laborer’s damages appeal rejected

FUKUOKA (Kyude) The Fuku-
oka High Court on Friday re-
Jjected the appeal of a Korean
man seeking damages after
being forcibly brought to Ja-
pan to work during World
War i and falling victim to
the atymic hombing of Naga-
sakt.

Presiding Judge Takashi
Kawamote upheld the Naga-
saki Distriet Court's Decem-
ber 1997 decision that recog-
nized the government and
former Mitsubishi Heavy In-

dustries Ltd. as having acled -

itlegally in bringing the late
Kim Sun Gil to Japan and

making him werk against his

will.

However, the Fukuoka
court ruled that Kim was not
entitied {o claim any dam-
ages.

According to the lower
court rulting, because the pre-
war Mitsubishi Heavy Indus-
tries had been dissolved, the
company that replaced it can-
not be held responsible for
damoges or unpaid wages. It
also said Kim could not make
claims against the state for il-
Jegal behavior under the Mei-
ji Constltution, which was in
effect at the time.

Kim initiated the suit in
1992 but died in 1997, He was
seeking about ¥10 mithion in
compensation and back wag:-
es from the government and
Mitsubishi Heavy Induslrics
for being forced to work at the
company’s ship-building facil-
ity in Nagasaki and being ex.
posed to the atownie bombing

The suit, which sought ¥124
in unpaid wages and ¥10 mil
lion for his suffering, was
based on & diary Kim kept at
the time, describing his
plight. When Kim died at the
age of 75, his son took over the
suit,
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NIGATA (Kyodo) A T8-year-
old Chinese man whe was
forcibly brought to Japan dur-
ing World War I filed a law-
suit Tuesday against the Jap-
anese goverament and a Nii-
gata-based stevedore compa-
ny, seeking damages in con-

‘nection with - the atomic

hombing of Hiroshima when
he was in the city as a prison-

er.

Zhang Wenbin of China’s
Hunan Province, who filed
the suit with the Niigata Dis-
trict. Court, is also seeking
compensation for being forei-
bly brought to Japan by the
Japanese military.

The suit demands that the
government and the Niigata
firm publish an apology in
Japanese and Chinese news-
papers and pay ¥25 million in
damages.

Four Japanese district
courts — in Tokys, Nagane,
Kyoto and Hircshima — are
eurrently handling suits by
Chinese for compansation for
wartime forced labor, but
Zhang's is the first case filed

29.9.1. T T

Chinese A-bombing victim files suit,
seeks redress from Niigata company

by a Chinese seeking dam-
ages related to the atomic
bombing, his counsel said.

According to the lawsuit,
the Imperial Japanese Army
took Zhang to Niigata in April
1944. :

The plaintiff, who had been
working in China’s Hebel
Province for a bank affillated
with the Chinese Comrnunist
Party, was forced to load coal
and wood for the Niigata com-
pany, the lawsuit says.

He was forced to work more
than 10 hours each day, the
suit says.

Zhang was arrested in
March 1045 on espionage
charges for allegedly con-
ducting anti-Japanese activi-
ties .and was tortured during
interrogation, it says.

He was sent to a prison in
Hiroshima and was there
when the atomic bomb was

dropped on the city on Aug. 6,
1945, : ,

He returned to China after
the war but suffered from
cancer of the rectum and
from symptoms stemming

-19_

from the atomic bombing,
such as an extreme reduction
in his leukocyte count, the suit
$0Y5.

Wartime remains found

BANGKOK (Kyodo) A skeleton ,
believed to be that of a Japa-
nese soldier who died during
World War 11 en route from
northern Thailand to Burma
was discovered early this
month in the northwestern
horder province of Mae Hong
Son, local autherities said
Tuesday. i

Cherdchai Chomtawat,.’
chief of the Khun Yuam Dis-
trict Police Station, told Kyo-
do News that some 26 items,
including a metal plate in-
seribed with Japanese char-
acters, a bottle of medicine
written in Japanese coniain-
ing 20 pills, some buttons and
some eyelets were also found
with the skeleton.

“rhe skeleton was found on
the side of a highway ... It
was lying flat with the face
up, and the knee was also
drawn up,” he said.
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WAR CRIMINAL BELIEVED IN SYRIA

PARUS (AP} A French judge
‘Wednesday - recommended
‘that accused Nazi war crimi-
‘nal Alois Brunneyr be tried in
.absentia for allegedly deport-
:ing 250 Jewish children to
JAuschwitz, where they per-
‘ished, judicial sources said.

Brunner, one of the world’s
most-wanted Nazi war erimi-
nals who had served as a top
aide to Adolf Eichmann, ai-
legedly helped organize the
deportation and murder of at
least 130,000 Jews from Ger-
many, Austria, France and
Greece,

He is believed to have lived
for years in Syria.

With the recommendation
from Judge Herve Stephan,
the case now goes to a French
criminal court, which will re-
view the legal aspects of the
investigation and eventually
set a trial date.

France placed Brunner un-
der formal investigation for
crimes against humanity in
1987 and has asked Syria for
his exiradition.

Alols Brunner

Despite multiple demands
Stephan was never allowed
into Syria.

Syrian President Hafez
Assad told French authorities
during & visit to Paris in 1998
that “to his knowledge
Brunner was not in Syria. The
issue of Brunner’s where-
abouts has been a nagging is-
sue in French-Syrian rela-
tions. .

7. 9.
French judge says Nazi should be trled in absentia

“The {judge’s). decision is
very satisfying for the fami-
lies of Brunner’s vietims, and

it's a clear message from-

France that Syria is lying,”
said Nazi hunter Serge Klars-
feld.

Klarsfeld said Stephan’s in-

vestigation included testimo-
ny from French and Syrian
secret service agents describ-
ing Brunner’s role in training
Syrian secret service agents.

“Many independent sott'ces
have confirmed that he’s
thers,” Klarsfeld said, adding
that under French law, he
could not reveal mere details
about the ease.

France requires strong evi-

dence of the accused’s pres-
ence on foreign territory in
crder for a court to issue an
extradition warrant.
Klarsfeld said Brunner was
responsible for the deporta-
tion of his father, and de-
seribed him as “a zealous”
Nazi who hunted down young
Jewish children to {ill the last
convoys “to eliminate all trac-

3. J.T

es of Jewry from the earth,
The last sealed “cattie car”

"leff France on July 31, 1944 —

nearly two manths afier the
Allies landed in Normandy —
with 1,306 Jews, including 250
children.

The judicial investigation
was prompted by a ecmplaint
from Klarsfeld on behalf of
the Association of Sons and
Daughiers of Jews Deported
from France.

Klarsfeld said he expected
the trial to begin early next
year,

in 1987, the German news
weekly Bunte published an in-
terview with photographs of
Brunner, then alias Georg Fi-
scher, outside his Syrian vil-
la.

However, the 12-year inves-
tigation did not determine
whether Brunner, a former
SS officer, was stili alive. If
sa, he wounld be 87.

In 1997, Greece said Bran-
ner was in Syria, but that it
could not seek fo bring him
before Greek justice because

it had waived its rights on the
prosecution of World War 11
criminals,

Brunner was senienced to
death in absentia in France in
1954 for war erimes when the
death pepalty was still in ef-
fect

The statute of limitations
expired on these charges, al-
lowing Klarsfeld to file suit
for crimes againsi humanily
on the basis of new evidence
concerning the children.

Brumper was the comman-
dant at the Drancy transit
camp in France, where Jews
were interned and stripped of
all valuable assets before be-
ing transferred to the Nazi
death camp at Auschwitz.

Last vear, Maurice Papon,
a former official in France's
collaborationist Vichv gov-
ernment, was convicted of
crimes against humanity for
his rele in the arrest and de-
portation of Jews from Bor-
deaux during World War 1. A
ruling on Papon’s appeal is
expected Oct. 21,
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OSAKA — The Osaka High
Court on Friday upheld a low-
er cour! decision rejecting a
suit filed by a late Korean vet-
eran of the Imperial Japanese
Navy demanding a pension
and compensation.

Chung Sang Gun, who lost
his arm during U.S. bombing
in the Marshall Islands in
1844, dermanded Y10 million in
compensation for his injury
and mental hardship.

Chung, who lived in Higa-
Shi-Osaka, Osaka Prefecture,

applied for & pension as an in- -

jured veteran after the war
but was rejected because he
is not a Japanese citizen,
The Osaka District Court
rejected his claim in October
1995. Chung appealed hefore
dying in February 1996. He
was 75,
~The lawsuit was then taken
up by Chung’s wife, who lives
in Cheju Island, South Korea.
The court said the war pen-
sion law, which requires that

99.9.1/. J.7.
Korean vet’s pension suit fails

Court rules on appeal that compensation is up to state

recipients be Japanese, does
not violate the Constitution
because it 1 up to the govern-
ment to determine whether to
compensate Koreans in Ja-
pan who were pressed into
ntilitary service,

But the court went on to Say
that a “serious” problem ex-
Ists in which Koreau veterans
have been deni¢d compensa-
tion, eausing enormous eco-
nomic damage to them,

It also said the government
should give its utmost consid-
eration to the issue,

Chung’s lawyer, Masao Ni-
wa, called the ruling unjust
and said the plaintiff will ap-
peal to the Supreme Court,

Chung Suk Jin, 57, Chung's
son, said through an inter-
preter that the court's call on
the government to tackle the
long-lingering problem was
worthless.

“1 think it is of no value to
remark on the fact that Japan

_24-

does not compensate veteran

Koreans,” he said. “Japan
colonized the Korean Penin-

sula, caused World War II'
“and drafted Koreans as Japa-

nese soldiers.

‘Slavery’ suit in works

LOS ANGELES (Kyodo) About
500 former prisoners of war in
the United States will file a
“slavery” damages suit next

Tuesday in New York against

Japanese companies they say
used them as forced laborers
during the war, a San Fran-
cisco-based citizens’ group
said Thursday. :

The Alliance for Preserving
the Truth of the Sine-Japa:
nese War said the suit will be
filed with the federal district
court in New York by plain-
tiifs including former .S,
soldiers and Chinese and Ko-
rean people forcibly brought
to Japan for unpaid work dur-
ing World War 1.
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NEW YORK (AP Claiming
they were forced into stave la-
por by Japanese comparies
during World War II, 500
American ex-prisoners of war
are seeking an-apology and
millions of dollars from their
captors, it was learned Tues-
day. .

A lawsuit, .which seeks
clags-action status, was filed
Monday before the U.S, Dis-
triet Court in Albuguerque,
N.M., against five Japanese

" eompanies. It was described

al a New York news confer-
ence Tuesday as the largest

aimed at Japanese industrial .

firms that used POWSs fo pro-
duce war goeds between 1942
and 1945. :

Such labor is illegal under
the Geneva Convention.and
various treaties that Japan’s
wartime government prom-
ized to honor, said Eli J. War-

ach, a lawyer for the plain-
tiffs.

The suit embraces families
and estates of POWs who
died, asks compensation for
labor and injuries, and would
bar the defendants from do-
ing business in-the United
States, but names po money
figure.

“Miltions and millions. You
ean’t put a price tag on this,”
Warach said. “This is filed not
for revenge — although there

is some anger — but to get'_

justice.”

In Washington, Japanese
Embassy spokesman Tsuyo-
chi Yamamoto said he could
not comment o a U.S..legal

.matter.

“But we are well aware of
the fact that during World
War I we committed serious
mistakes in colonizing neigh-

-boring countries and causing

99 9 (6. J.T.
CALLED LARGEST SUCH CLASS ACTION TO DATE |

Ex-U.S. POWs sue firms for slave labor

tremendous damage and suf-
fering to many countries, in-
cluding the United States,”
Yamamoto said.

A State Department offi-
cial, whe asked net to be iden-
tified, said the 1951 peace
treaty between Japan and the

former Allied Powers includ-

ed settlement provisions for
most claims over Japan's ac-
tions during the war.

In addition, he said, the
United States compensated
“yictiths of Japanese aggres-
sion” under a program that
began in 1948 and expired in
1977,

The defendants, Kawasaki
Héavy Industries, Ltd.; Mi-
tsui & Co., Inc.; Mitsubishi In-
ternational Corp.; Nippon

- Steel Corp.; and Showa Den-

ko, were described as the five
largest users of POWSs.
On Tuesday in California,

B R A A TR L ]

three former POWs filed a
similar lawsuit under a new
state law seeking reparation
from Mitsubishi Corp., which
allegedly held them captive
during Worid War iL
U.8. records show more
than 50,000 Americans —
36,000 military and 14,000 ci-
vilian — were prisoners of Ja-
pan during World War I1.

Warach said his lawsuit
comes mere than 50 years af-
ter the war because evidence
and information withheld by
U.S. agencies during the Cold
War was only recently declas-
sified.

Several ex-POWs also said
U.8. officials warned them in
1945 not to discuss their expe-
riences.

U.K. ex-POW may sue
LONDON {(Kyodo) A leading

F B Gy A L TR T

British campaigner for the
rights of prisoners of war heid
by the Japanese during Worid
War 11 said Wedpesday he
was considering suing for
compensation.

Arthur Titherington, presi-
dent of the Japanese Labour
Camps Survivors Association,
responded (o pews from ihe
United States, where a class-
action compensation suit has
been launched against five
Japanese companies by pec-
ple they held prisoner, by an-
nouncing the nexi stage of his
own legal wrangles to settle
the issue.

“1 have instructed my law-
yer to jook at suing various
Japanese compantes for com-
pensation for the suffering I
endured when I was forced to
work in a Taiwan mine for
more than two years during
the war,” he said.



An 80-year-old Chinese
" woman, ene of 10 plaintiffs
awaiting & courl ruling due
Wednesday ona suit for Japa-
nese c_om‘lez_malion over the
1037 Nanking Massacre, filed
suit Friday against the author
and publisher of a bock that
claims she lied about being a
victim of the Japanese kitling
spree. _
The suit, filed by Li Hsin
Ying, a resident of Nanjing,
at the Tokyo Distriet Court,

demanded that author Toshio
Matsumura and Tokyo-based
publisher Tentensha pay a to-
tal of ¥12 miltion in damages
and publlsh an apology,
Matsumura’s book, “Big
Questions About the Nanfing
Massacre,” publishad last De-
cember, says Li has frequent-

ly changed her testimony .
about the massacre, and that'

this proves she did net actual-
ly experience the events she
escribed, according to the

79.9.6. JT
Nanking Massacre suit plaintiff lodges libel suit

suit,

LP's lawyers maintain that
discrepancies in her testime-
ny involve only issues of mi-
nor defail,

Li said she found Matsu-

" mura’s book jnsulting,

Li has testiffed that in De-
cember 1937, a Japanese sol-
dier attempted to rape her in
Nanking (now known as Nan-
fing) and thai. she was
stabbed in the face and belly
when she vesisted. She says

_28-

she suffered 37 wounds and
had a migcarriage.

Li and nine other Chinese
women have filed suit with
the Tokyo District Court de-
manding the government pay
a total of ¥100 million in dam-
ages in connection with the
Nanking Magsacrae as well as

the geim warfare experi-

ments conducted on humans
by the Imnperial Japanese Ar-
my's Unit 731.during the
1937-1846 Sino-Japanese War.
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STATE APOLOGY RECOMMENDED.

~ . The Tokyo Distrlet Court on
“ednesday dismissed claimg
" 1rom 1¢ Chinese demanding a
formal apology and ¥100 rail-
lion from the state over suf-
fering they endured due to Ja-
pan’s wartime activities in
China. ,

The court, however, ae-
knowledged the claim by
plaintiffs . — wartime victims
and their family members —
and urged the government to
apologize to the people of Chi-
na to establish peace and
friendly reiations with its
neighbor.

The plaintiffs specifically

cited the activities of Unit 731,
known for its germ warfare
experiments on Chinese, the
1937 Navking Massacre and
indiscriminate bombing over
( -safety zone during the
. »1-1945 war Japan waged in
China. -

It is the first court decision
among lawsuits filed by Chi-
nese seeking redress from the

government for wartime even if they were trealed in-
humanely and justice for the
Individual was saccificed,
they do net, as individuals,

datnages,

Judge Ko ito rejected the
plaintiffs’ claims, saying that,

..34_

GAO XIONGFEI holds up photos of himself and. his m
showing how they lost thelr arms in Japan’s bombing of &
safety zone during the 1937-1945 war with China. Seated ot his
right is tellow plaintiff Jing Lanzhi. toskiasawacuciil pHoTo

92.9.23. J.T.

Court rejects Chinese War "Vicﬁzl'l‘l_s’ case

. have the legal right to sue the

- goverament,

.. Ito alsv said the payment of
redress for wartime suffering
is a political issue and should
be negotiated on the diplo-
matic level between the

| slates involved and deait with

by a peace {reaty.
© It might lead to a state of
war if the ease were dragged
on after the two nations offi-
cially signed a peace treaty,
he said. - _
‘The plaintiffs’ group said
they will immediately appeal
to & higher court.
During the litigatior, which
was filed in August 1995, law-
yers for the plaintiffs said in-
dividuals have every right to
.sue the state, basing their ar-
gument on the 1907 Hague
Cenvention.

. They also argued that the
court should deal with the
case under the laws of the Re-
public of China, which now
CONTINUED (N PAGE 2
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Koreans urge probe into massacre by U.S. Army

SEOUL (AP) South Koroahs -

who say they survived a 1U.8.
Army wachinegunning of

- hunilveds of refugees in the .

Korean War on Thursday de-

manded a formal U.S. inveatl. -
gation intg what happened be:

. neath the No.Gun Ri raflread
( -vidge.in July 1950,

“The U.8. government can .

no longer deny its responsibil-
ity,” they said In & statement.
"The call came after an As-
.suclated Press news roport in

. the US, on Wednesday that

declassified U.8. military ar.-

chives show U.S. command.
ei's at the time issued ordors
to thelr trotps to shoot civil-
lans to- guard against dis-
guised North Korean enemy
among columus of South Ko-
tean refugees.

The Pentagon sald Thurs:
day that any “compelling new
evidence” would cause 1t to
take another look at the long-
standing allegations, -

. The Sguth Korean govern-
ment said it will investigate
whethér the survivors' claims
are true or not. ‘

“With keen attention, we'll
try to verify the truth of ait

( “ated things concerning the

- ..58,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Chang Chul Kyun
said.

A dozen U.S. Army veter-
ans backed up the core of the
Koreans’ account of the kijl-

TAEJON, South Korea — Park Sun Yong,

75, wipes away tears

Tuesday while telilng how U.S. troops kilted her son In July
1950 when they apened fire on South Korean refugees in a

rallway underpass. e proro

Ings at No Gun RBi, a hamlet
161 km southeast of Sequl, in
interviews that ran in the AP
report. .

The Koreans say 300 of their
relatives and other eivilians
were shot dead at the bridge,
and 100 others died in a pre:

ceding U.8, air attack. Ameri-
can veterans said anywhere
from 100 to “hundreds” of ci-
vilians were killed.

Despite the surfacing of the
declassified U.S. military re-
cords, Pentagon spokesman
P.J. Crowley on Wednesday

_36_

réiterated the U.87 ‘military’s”
positien on the Koreans' aile-"
gatlons, saying, “We just
have no information in histor-
ical files to lend any clarity to-
what might have happened in
Jur? 1950.” e
o oificlal Army account of
the No Gun Ri events has
been found. . Coe
But chief Pentagon spokes-
man Kenneth Bacon went fur:
ther, . o
"It there's compeliing new

. evidence to look at, obviously

it would be Important to'make
sure we've left no stone un-
turned in getting to the bet--
tom of it,” seid Bacon, travel-
ing with U.8. Defense’
Secrelary William Cohenona-
visit to Indonesia,

After years of -futllely
pressing their claim, the “Pe. -
titioners of No Gun Ri* group
was_jubilant over the U.S,
news report,

“I losked up at the heaven
and looked down at the earth,
but there was no one who.
would listen to our sad story,”
said a tearful Chun Chogn Ja,
61, her veice quivering.

“I have never been happier
hefore. Now I can rest in
peace when 1 die,” said Park
Surt Yong, 75, who said her
smalt son and daughter were
killed by U.S. soldiers al No
Gun Ri.
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Ties with Japan

rest on apology,
North Korean says

NEW YORK (Kyodo) Noelh Ko-
rean Foreign Minister Paek
Nam Sun said Saturday that
Pyongyang is ready to restart
normalization talks with Ja-
pan but that improved rela-
tions would depend on wheth-
er Japan resolves {o
“ligquidate its past crimes.”

Speaking ai-a news confer-
ence after addressing the
U.N. General Assembly,
Pack. said Japan would have
to apologize for -its 1910-1945

colonization' of the Korean U S. in Berlin earlier this

+ menth, North Korea agreed to
“freeze its missile program
: while the bilateral talks are
- under way '

Peninsula and pay conipensa-

In his .address to the United
Nations, Paek said, “Japan
has not liguidated its past

_erimes vis-a-vis -only the

DPRK (Demacratic People’s
Républic of Korea). Japan is
miscalculating that if the
DPRK were stifled, the settle-
ment of its past erimes will
also fade away by itself”

Paek is the first North Ko-
vean foreign minister to ad-

dress the world body in seven .

years. He has so far met with

his counterparis from eight

countries, inecluding Italy,
Denmark, Iran, Singapore
and Malaysia, according to
sources close to the tatks.
Pyongyang fired a three-

stage rocket over Japan in .

August last year, and tensions
escalated in recent months
following reports that Pyong-
yang was planning to test-fire

a 'Taepodong-2 ballistic mis-

sile believed capable of strik-

ing Alaska and Hawaii.
Japan suspended food aid
and contacts, including talks

‘on normalizing diplomatic
‘tles, after North Korea fired
.the rocket.

- U.S. President Bill Clinton

"armounced Sept. 17 that the
:United States would condi-
- tionally lift some of its sanc-
- ttons against North Korea in

return for Pyongyang’s com-

-mitment to suspend missile

testing as a means to pursue

. improved overall bilateral re-

lations:
in hlgh-levei talks with the

Round. of talks

SEOUL (AFP-Jiji) The United’
States will soon begin another
round of talks with North Ko-

rea on improving bilateral

_ties after Pyongyang de-

clared a moratorium on test-

- firing missiles, a news report

said here Supday.

“Under the bhilatera!l accord .

in Berlin, the United States
and North Kores will hold fol-
lowup talks on improving bi-
lateral relations,” Yonhap
News Agency quoted a South
Korean government official
as saying.

1.5, and North Korean of fi-
cials struck a landmark ac-
cord in Berlin, under which
Washington eased decades-
oild econemic ganctions
against Pyongyang. In return
North Korea shelved its mis-
sile test-launch program.
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New ambassador to U.S.
slams suits by ex-POWs

Shunji Yanai, the newly ap-
pointed ambassador to the
United States, has eriticized
the growing number of law-
suits filed by former U.S.
prisoners of war seeking com-
pensation from Japanese
firms for forced labor and tor-
ture durlng World War I1.

“That’s absolutely unac-
ceptable . . . because the
(1961) San Francisco peace
treaty stipulates the final and
complete resolution of the
compensation issue . . . be-
tween Japan and the Allied
nations,” Yanai said in ad-
dressing a Monday tuncheon
hosted by the Japan National
Press Club,

Yanai, 61, a former vice for-
eign minister, was spelling
oul his views on Japanese-
U.5. relations on a broad
range of economic, security
and global issues before he
moves to Washington nexi
month to embark on his new
mission.

A pumber of lawsuits have
been filed by former POWSs in
U.8. courts since a 79-year-old
U8, war veteran filed a suit
in California in August
against Mitsui & Co, and its
subsidiaries, alleging he was
foreed to work in a Mitsui coal
mine in Fukuoka Prefecture
and was beaten by his cap-
tors.

The suit is the first filed un-
der a new California law that
allows vietims of stave labor
to sue multinational corpora-
tions in state courts, .

Other U S, states have also
passed legislation allowing le-
gal action — regardless of the
statute of limitations — as
well as nonbinding resolu-
ttons calling for a renewed
apology for wartime praetic-
es.

Yanai claimed Japan paid
compensation under the San

Francisco treaty, which also
allowed for the freezing of
Japanese assets,

“If we open the lid, then it
raises a whole series of prob-
lems — not only Americans
seeking compensation from
Japan,” Yanai warned.

But now that the lawsuits as

well as the state resolutions.
exist, it is an “extremely seri- .
ous problem” over how to re- -

solve thewm, he said. “We can-
not just ignore them, but
things are not settled through
government-level negotia-
tions when it comes to judicial
natters.”

On olher issues, Yanai
pledged to work to maintain
sound bilateral relations on
several fronts. :

He said trade friction may
resurface, depending on the
direction of both nations’
economies and the trade gap,
although Tokyo and Washing-
ton eurrently have no serious
disputes, as they did with au-
tomobiles' and semiconduc-
tors in the past.

But Yanai said he intends to
continue urging the U.S. to
follow international rules
such as those of the Worid
Trade Organization, arguing
Washingfon “tends to push
through with its own rules.”

Referring to the ongoing
dispute over Japanese steel
exports, Yanai complained of
the “rampant” use of the U.§.
antidumping law.

Yanai also said Washington
should stop making detailed
demands over Japan's eco-
nomic policy measures,

But he said U.S. Treasury
Secretary Lawrence Sum-
mers has been making a “bal-
anced” assessment by wel-

.coming Japan's recent signs

of recovery and calling for
continued efforts to sustain
them.
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Two university professers
claimed earlier this week that

“The Rape of Nanking,” a

controversial 1997 best seller
by a Chinese-American writ-
er, is a project of strategic
propaganda to proliferate
negative images of Japan.

Nobukatsu Fujioka, a pro-
fessor of education at the Uni-
versity of Tokye, and Shuda
Higashinakano, a professor of
intellectual history at Asia
University, are both revision-
ist historians who have devot-
ed themseives to reversing
what they believe are errone-
ous perceptions that Japanese
are war criminals, an allega-
tion pui forward in the book
by Iris Chang.

Earlier this month, the two
jointly released a book that
challenged Chang’s argu-
menis in “The Rape of Nan-
king.” They regard the Nan-
jing Massacre as a typical
forgery of history concocted
by the victors in World War II
to tarnish the image of Japan
for their own economic and
political benefit.

In the hook, Chang claimed
that Imperial Japanese sol-

B R B

diers went on a rampage
against Chinese prisoners of
war and civilians on their way
to Nanking and immediately
after occupying the city, tak-
ing more than 370,006 Chinese
livez. She also claimed the
tronps raped between 20,000
and 80,000 Chinese women
during the occeupation.

The professors stated that
while they believe there were
a number of Chinese combat
causalities in Nanjing, there
was no systematic massacre
or atrocities by Japanese
troops against civilians in the
city.

During & press conference
this week, Higashinakano
maintained that “The Rape of
Nanking” could hardly be
called a history book as there
are “at least 170 simple mis-
takes on historical facts,” and
because it has inappropriate
references to documents.

He also said the author in-
tenticnally ignored more reli-
able sources that counter her
arguments, while “solely fab-
ricating” examples of Japa-
nese atrocities in Nanking. He
added that the death toll sug-

SHUDG HIGASHINAKANO gestures Thursday as he and No-

bukaisu Fujicka present their views on the controversial book
“The Fape of Nanking.” HIRCSHI MATSUBARA PHOTO

gested by Chang is not sup-
ported by any reliable evi-
dence.

Fujioka charged that the
photos used in the book are ei-
ther trimmed, shaded or giv-
en inappropriate captions to
make it appear as if the Japa-
nese troops carried out a sys-
tematic massacre.

Claiming that the fabrica-

tion of photographs is a typi-
cal ploy used in China’s pro-
paganda campaign, the
scholar contends that “The

‘Rape of Nanking” is not a

book written by a single writ-
er but a systematic anti-Japa-
nese campaign by pro-Chi-
nese forces in the United
States, or possibly by Beijing.

“The Rape of Nanking,” re-

‘Revisionists write off Nmmb INASSACTe b@@k as propaganda

leased in 1997, sold more than
500,000 copies in the United
States ard was translated into
Chinese through a Taiwanese
publishing firm.

A Japanese publisher was
to release the Japanese ver-
sion of the book in March, bt
canceled the deal, claiming
that Chang had refused to
make corrections for the ap-
pareat errors in the fext.

Chang, meanwhile, main-
tains thal Japan and its peo-
ple are unwilling to accept
what she describes as evi-
dence of the unprecedented
airocities and has demanded
that the government officiaily
apologize and pay compensa-
tion for the massacre.

Higashinakano claimed
that the book will only bring
unfortunate repercussions for
future Japan-China relations.
Fujioka added that such an
anti-Japan campaign typified
by Chang's book is only one
part of what he calis “today’s
information war,” and he

urged the Japanese peeple {o’

“appropriately appreciate”
the pation’s history to protect
national interests.
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Holocaust fund closes

- BERN (AP} The deadline for
applications to a Swiss fund to
heip Holocaust survivors
passed Friday, with organiz-
ers saying there was still
mere than 22 million {rancs
($15 militon) in its coffers.

The fund has so far allocat-
ed 2561 million franes (3168
million) to about. 310,000 sur-
vivors of the Nazis, with pay- -
ments typically of between
850 and 2,000 francs ($369 to
$1,342), fund officials said.

Some 88 million francs ($59
miltion) has bheen distributed
to Jews in Israel, with large
sums also going to the United

States and Eastern Europe.

Around 838 percent of the
money in the fund is intended
to help destitule Jewish survi-
vors of the Nazis, while the,
rest is for non-Jewish survi-
vors, including Gypsies, or

Roma, homosexuals, the disa-
bled, Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Christians persecuted as
Jews, and political opponents
of the Nazis.

The fund was set up by

..42-

with $15 million left

Swiss banks and industry In
1997 under pressure from alle-
gations thal they helped sup-
ply the Nazi war machine. its
board of governors included
representatives of interna-
tional Jewlsh organizations.
It is separate from a $1.25
billion fund set up by Switzer-
land’s two big banks last Au-

.gust in an out-of-court settle-

ment in the United States with
lawyers in a huge class action
suit. S

Outstanding claims  total
519,000 francs ($348,000), but
the fund still has the 22 mil-
lion francs plus accrued inter-
est to distribute, General sec-
retary Barbara Ekwall said
the interest was around 10
million francs ($6.7 million)
in 1999 alone,

She said fund organizers
wouid decide in November
what to do with the remaining
millions.

New applications could still
be accepted if they were con-
sidered to be hardship cases,
the statement added,
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CAN LAWS CHANGE SOCIETY?

99.9. 3.

J.T.

The slow road to sexual equality

Los Angeios Tines

Earlter this year, a random
sampling of “women only”
classified job postings in ma-
jor Japanese newspapers was
mostly limited to low-end po-
sitions for nurses, housekeep-
ers, textile workers and food-
servies workers.

“Wa need many more worn-
cn;” proclaimed one vailway
noodle stand company in the
March 18 edition of the Asahi
Shimbun newspaper.

“We need women under 25,
said a more specific posting
for seeretaricy in the Yomiuri
Shimbun, the nation’s largest
newspaper, .

“We weleome homemak-
ers,” said a third, for a clean-
ing job.

But as of April 1, advertis-
ers had Lo drop such discrimi-
natory language, and recruit-
ors were instructed not fo
hire, af least officially, on the
basis of sex or appearance.

These are among the most
visible sigus of recent legal
changes designed to raise the
status of women, loosen the
hierarchical grip of oid Japa-
nese men and improve the na-
tion’s tarnished reputation at
home and abroad as a lag-
gard on secial-equality is-
sues.

In the last Diet session, Ja-
pan enacted a gender equality
law that sets broad new prin-
ciples for Japanese society.
This followed revisions to the
equal employment opportuni-
ty and labor standard laws
that took eifect in the spring.
For the first time, the govern-
ment created a definition for
sexual harassment, outlawed
workplace diserimination
against women and put com-
panies on notice that their he-
havior will be menitored.

On paper, this seems like a
sea chapge for Japan, a soei-
ety long known as a man's
world where the kabuki stage,
sumo ring and leadership of
the Imperial family are still
off-limits to women and

where, earller this eeniury,
wives still commonly walked
behind their husbands in pub-
lie.

Critics, however, argue that
the latest steps still amount to
little more than a cosmetic
makeover.

Japan’s minister of gender
equality is a man who has
himself been accused of soxu-
al harassment. The official,
Hiromu Notaka, suggested to
a female Cabinet member
that she should get married
and, by implication, become
pregnant, thereby setting an

public. This time, 81 lawyers
throughout the ecountry have
publicly backed the plaintiff
in a nation where group sup-
port Is a strong determinant
of social opinion.

In another recent case, a
prominent television produc-
er was arrested on suspicion
of molesting a 19-year-old
woman on & subway, behav-
ior that has long been tolerat-
ed here. The woman insisted

-on fillng a complaint, and the

producer was jailed for two
days and forced to resign

_from his Job in shame. “Men

apan’s minister of gender equality —
the chief Cabinct secretary — is a man
-accused of sexual harassment for
hinting indirectly that a female Cabinet
member could do her part to help reverse

Japan’s low birthrate

example that would heig re-
verse the country’s low hirth-
rate,

Furthermore, critics add,
the language contained in the
new laws is vague, calls on
companies only to “endeaver”
to change and includes no
punishment for those who fla-
grantly disregard its provi-
sions. : .

“It's very suspicious,” said
Chizako Ueno, soclologist at
the University of Tokyo.

But, said Saitoh Chiyo, edi-
tor of woman’s journal Agora,
“Japanese in general are very
afraid of bureaucrats. Tt will
have some effect.”

A few cecent, high-profile
cases also suggest people’s
views are changing. A 21-
year-old campaign worker for
Osaka Gov. “Knock” Yokoya-
ma grabbed headlines early
Tast month when she filed sult
against the governor for al-
legedly groping her in a van
for 30 minutes. He denied it.

Even a year ago, such a
case probably would have
been silenced before it went

_4?..

need to realize this is a
crime,” a police offieial told
reporters. .

Other signs of change range
from the substauntive lo the
symbolic: Mazda recently an-
nounced it would promote 500
women into supervisory posi-
tions; Sapporo Breweries Ltd.
is calling its army of female
promoters ‘‘wine persons’
rather than “wine ladies”;
and Nippon Life Insurance
Co. has changed the name of
its “Nissei ladies” to “total
partners.”

The media have also gotten
into the act with several artl-
cles on how to navigate this
new sccial minefield, hints on
do’s and don'ts in teday's of-
fice environment, and even
some speculation on whether
it is time for a men's libera-
tion movernent.

“Women are not the only
ones,” screamed a headline in
Aera, a weekly trend maga-
zine. "Men feel sexually ha-
rassed (too).” :

And corporate executives

are now telling employees to
take down the sleazy calen-
dars even as their public rela-
Lions departments tout their
newfound responsibility and
harassment prevention poli-
cies.

Among the guidelines is-
sued by omne gevernment
agency: “Don't force a wom-
an to sing karaoke with you,”
“Don't coerce her into dane-
ing” and “Don’t peep into her
lecker room.”

Behind this pressure for
change Is a society with deep
patriarchal roots. In prewar
Japan, education was com-
pletely segregated by gender,
with women effectively for-
bidden from voting or going to
four-year colleges, '

» Gen, Douglas MacArthur’s
postwar writing of Japan’s
Constitution officially elevat-
ed women to equal status, but
it was years before de facto
change took hold.

The birth centrol pill was
approved only in June, and
Japanese women still hold
just 9 percent of professional
positions, compared with 44
percent in the United States.

Recent international com-
parisons rank Japanese wom-
en 19th in a 23-nation survey
on their status in the work-
place, while a U.N. study en
their role in the Diet places
them 38th out of 102

“Japan is no better than a
developing ‘country,” said an
editorial on the parliamentar-
ian issue in the Yomiuri Shim-
bun newspaper. “There can
be no doubt that Japan is still
dominated by men.”

HRecently, however, Japa-
nese womenl have been more
willing to confront their an-
tagonists. Sexual harassment
complaints to local govern-
ments rose to 7,019 last year
from 968 in 1995. And attoyney
Yukiko. Tsunoda, who pio-
neered sexual harassment
lawsuits in Japan, won a re-
cord $62,500 in a recent case
involving a graduate student
and her professor.
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Some 500 working women
nationwide exchanged busi-
ness cards and ideas during
the fourth annual Internation-
al Conference for Women in
Business Saturday at Hotel
Nikko Tokyo in Tokyo's Mina-
to Ward.

But it was emotional sup-
paort they sought.

After a workshop at the con-
ference, a group of five wom-
en clustered together, dis-
cussing difficulties they had
finding child care.

“The infrastructure just
isn't there,” said Younghee
Michelle Kim, vice president
of Debt Restructuring and
Special Investments at Gold-
man Sachs Japan. “They
want us. to have more chil-
dren, but it’s just impossible
to get back home in {ime with

a full-time job to pick up the
children by 5.”

In the halls, many conver- -

sations revolved arcund the
difficulties of balancing a full-
time job with marriage and

child-rearing, due to inflexi-

ble schedules, fears of losing
a job or being demoted by tak-
ing maternity leave and the
scarcity of role models.

Solutions were suggested
by Bernadette Girey, editor in
chief of Working Woman, a
U.S. magazine aimed at fe-
male executives and business
owners. Grey speke of pro-
grams at work that allow
women fo pursue part-time
management tracks io allow
time for both chﬂdren and ca-
reers.

During her keynote speech,
Grey said U.S. compatiies are

999 79 JT
Working women in J apan find it tough to have a family, too

beginning to “offer job-share
programs, in which two wom-
en share one position, with
one woman working, for ex-
ample, Monday to Wednes-
day, while the other weorks
Wednesday to Friday.

“I feel lucky,” she said.
“There were women before
me who hroke the barriers.
You are the pioneers here.”

First begun in 1996 by a
group of female entrepre-
neurs to provide a national fo-
rum for women in business to
network, the conference this
year offered workshops on
topics such as honing online
research skills, free-lancing
and starting up a business.

In Japan, women made up
only 2.4 percent of middie
managers in companies with
30 employees or more, ac-

cording to a Labor Ministry

* poll taken in January and re-

leased last month,
More help for temps

The Labor Ministry is seek-
ing to expand coverage of the
government’s imemployment
system for part-time workers
and staff from temporary la-
bor agencies in April 2001,
ministry sources said Satur-
day.

The step is intended to cope
with an increasing mimber of
workers with short-term con-
tracts amid deregulation in
the labor market,

At present, part-fime and
temp workers eligibie for the
insurance system are re-
quired to meet three condi-

tions ~ continued employ-.

ment of one year or longer at

the same place, at leasi 20
working hours per week and
annuzl income of ¥900.900 or
mare.

The ministry is now consid-
ering lowering or scrapping
the annual ineome require-
ment, the sources said.

The unemployment insur-
ance system for part-time
and temp workers cyrrently
covers only 60 percent of such
workers,

With the revised Manpower
Dispatching Business Law
taking effeet in December,
companies are expecied to
use an incressing number of
temporary workers.

The revised law expands
the hiring of temp workers {o
all fields in principie from the
26 cecupations under ihe cur-
rent law.
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GENEVA (AFP-Jijl) Worien
are facing increasing inequal-
ity across Eastern and Cen-
tral Eurgpe and the former
Soviet Union, since the Com-
munist bloe crumbted, ac-
cording te a UNICEF report-
ed released Tuesday,

The report says that while
the communist system failed
to promote a real culture of
equality, it nevertheless pro-
duced some “positive legacies
for women.”

“Heavy investment in basie

social services meant that
lavels of educational achieve-
ment among women were

high, standards of health care

were good, women could ex-

" pect employment, and com-

prehensive state ehild care al-
lowed them to earn money
and raise families,” UNICEF
(U.N. Children’s Fund} said
in a statement on the new re-
port from its Innocenti Re-

search Center in Florence, It-

aly. .
- These gains are now under
threat, UNICEF warns.

*Women across the region
are facing higher unemploy-
ment and lower real income
than men, reductions in child
care, increasing viclence and
deteriorating heaith.”

" The “Women in Transition”
report goes on to suggest that,
with national autonemy re-
stored and cultural traditions
revived, a re-emergence of
pre-communist patriarchal
values threatens to stifle the
voices of women rather than
liberate them.

-59

( Nomen face more inequality in former communist bloc

“Fundamentaliy sexist val-
ues hold sway. By taking the
lid off the past, the transition
has exposed the dramatic
failure of the communist sys-
tem to promote a lasting cul-
ture of real sexual equality.”

A survey in Moscow showed
that more than one in three
divorced women had been
beaten by their husbands. In
Azerbaijan 26 perceut of
women are the victims of do-
mestic violence and one in
four of those reported regular
beatings.
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QUESTION AT U.N. IS CONTENTIOUS

UNITED NATIONS (AP) Two
weeks of debate at the UN.
Ceneral Assembly ended Sat-
urday with one guestion
emerging as the most conten-
tious; Which is more impor-
tant, human rights or sover-
eignty?

More specifically, leaders
from all over the world dis-
cussed whether regional or in-
ternational erganizations like
the 17.N. should have the right
to send troops or unleash
bombs against a nation to end
genocide, ethnic cleansing or
other ills, or is such interven-
tion an unacceptable viclation
of soversignty?

By the time the debate end-

ed Saturday afterncon, many
of the 144 speakers — includ-

ing 36 heads of state and 19
prime ministers — had
weighed in, and deep dividing
lines had been drawn.

The debate continued dur-
ing the entire opening talk-
athon, with U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan raising
the issue of “humanitarian in-
tervention” in his opening
speech to the anpual assem-
bly session Sept. 20.

Against a backdrop of
NATO airstrikes to halt vio-
lence against ethnic Alba-
nians in Kosovo Provinee, Yu-
gostavia, and the deployment
of a multinational peacekeep-
ing force in East Timor, two
schools of thought emerged.

While the United States, its
Furopean allies and Annan

argued that human rights

should tzke precedence over.

sovereignty, a host of coun-
tries, including China, India,
Malaysia, Iraq, North Korea
and Libya, insisted that sov-
ereignty remains paramount
and that the matter of human
rights is an internal affair.
By the end, most delegates
agreed the issue needs fur-
ther in-depth discussion, said
Namibia's foreign minister,
Theo-Ben Gurirab, the as-
sembly president. U.N.

_spokesman Fred Eekhard

said Annan feit the debate
was ‘“healthy and good” and
he was “pleasantly surprised
at the amount of reaction.”

With ethnic minorities and
innocent civilians increasing-

Iy the targets of warring par-
ties, Annan said.the U.N., and
its Security Council, in partic-
ular, must be willing {0 inter-
vene.

The Netherlands’ foreign
minister, Jozias Van Aartsen,
noted that since the U.N. was
created in 1945, respeet for
human rights has become
“more and more mandatory,
and respect for sovereignty
less and less stringent.”

But large Asian nations ke
India and China, with domes-
tic insurgencies, fear any le-
gitimization of international
interference. And smaller
countries worry that military
intervention on humanitarian
grounds could threaten the
survival of their govern-

ignty debate ends

ments. .

Indian Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh said sover-
eigaty needs to be strength-
ened, “not weakened.” And
Chipese Foreign Minister

Tang Jiaxuan insisted human,

rights are “an internal af-
fair.” :

Iraqgi and Libyan officials
dismissed humanitarian-
based intervention as a naw
form of colonialism.

“This is, in fact, the most
untenable pretext beczuse
those who perpetrate it would
not, if they truly cared for hy-
manity, produce and stock-
pile ali kinds of mass-destrue-
tion weapens or ecommit
aggression against others,”
said Libyan U.. Ambassa-
dor Abuzed Omar Dorda.



By JIM MANN
Log Angelas Times

WASHING''ON— Some times you have to
wonder if the Clinton administration is
out to give the cause of international hu-
man rights 4 bad name.

Twice this vear, the administration

as set out — rightly and commendably
-— to-protect an essentially helpless
group of people overseas from being per-
secuted and uprooted. The first time; it
was the Albanians of Kosove; over the
past few weeks, It has been the people of
East Timor.

But both efforts have been disastrously
flawed by the administration’s tendency
to misread the foreign leaders with
whom it was doing business. It almost
seems as though President Bill Clinton
and his national security adviser, Samu-
¢l R. Berger, assumse the rest of the
world is governed by reasonable, genial,
American-style politicans and trade law-
yers,

-Last spring, the administration be-
lieved wrongly that mere threais of force
— or, at worst, a couple of days of NATO
air power — would force Yugoslav Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic to back down.

. “"stead, Milosevic systematically

*, shed the Albanians out of Kosovo and
fought a military campaign for more
than two months before yielding.

In East Timor, the Clinton administra-
tion has misjudged the Indonesian Ar-
my. For many months now, it has ap-
peated to the good faith and wisdom of
Indonesian military leaders to permit a
referendum on independence in Fast Ti-
mor and then fo abide by the results.

When the Timorese voted for indepen-
dence, armed militias began terrorizing
the population. The Clinton administra-
tion at first attributed the problem to
rogue eiements within the arted forces,
not to the militaty leadership itself, Only
belatedly did it realize that the problems

9. 10.
Human rights bungie:

went right to the top and that the mili-
tary’s resistance to Kast Timor's inde-
ndence was far more pervasive than it
wad eartler thought.
{The upshet: The Timorese, who so re:
cently turned out to vote in an election,

have been running or hiding for thelr .

lives. By Indonesian estimates, more
than 200,000 of the 300,000 people of East
Timor have fed across the border into
Indonesian West Timor. Another 200,000
ov so are refugees inside East Timor,

This disaster may not yet be over and
may become even more serious.

Some human-righis officials and West-
ern diplomats have been warning for
weeks that the Indonesian military was
preparing {o carry out what was called
“Plan B” — a program to prevent the

separation of East Timor even if the Ti-
~ morese voted for independence,

The recent campaign by the militias to
drive out the population may he only the
firsi part of Plan B. The second part
wuuld be a protracted war of attrition by
the army-backed militias from bases in
West Timor against the United Nations
forces in East Timor,

Before departing from East Timor last
week, Maj. Gen. Kiki Syahnakri, the
commander of Indonesian forces in the
territory, warned that the U.N. forces
should not venture across the borders in-
to West Timor agdinst the militias,

If the militias can inflict significant ca-
suaities on the U.N. forces, Australia
would probably have to increase its troop
presence in East Timor, If that didn'l
work, Australia could well ask the Unit-
ed States for combat troops, in addition
to the logistical and intelligence support
the U.S. is now providing.

The Clinton administration has been
slow to foresee what might happen. Crit-
ics say the Pentagon should have been
ordered early on to prepare various op-
tions for the use of force.
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“These problems have been on the ho-
rizon for months,” says Richard L. Armi-
tage, a former senior Pentagon official.
“It would be a tragedy to find out after
all this is over that CINCPAC (the com-
mander of U.S. forces in the Pacific)
hadn't privately been developing various
force packages for contingencies.”

The underlying problemn is the same
one that arose within the administration
during Kosovo this year and with Bosnia
several years ago: The Penlagon is ex-
tremely reluctant to get invelved in mis-
sions to help keep the peace or to prevent
large-scale human-rights abuses.

The U.S. military clings to the *Wein-
berger doctrine.” In 1984, then-Defense
Secretary Caspar Weinberger proposed
that U.S. troops should not be committed
overseas unless vital U.S. interests were
at stake and the objeclives were clearly
defined and litmited — and then only if
overwhelming force was used Lo achieve
the objective.

These ideas are oiten hard to reconcile
with what is now called the “Clinton doce-
trine” — the notion the U.S, and its allics
will intervene where necessary to pre-
vent genocide and ethnic cleansing,

In short, the turmoil in East Timor is
te some extent the oulgrowth of tensions
and slipups within the Clinton adminis-
tration’s foreign-policy apparatus,

The president and his top advisers un.
derestimate the involvement and lenaci-
ty of foreign leaders in carvying out cam-
paighs of ethnic cleansing. Then, when
taken by surprise, the administration
has trouble persuading the Pentagon to
use force on behalf of the “Clinton doc-
trine.” : .

The administration’s ideals are admi-
rable, but it ean't realize them when the
execution of its policies is so flawed.

Jim Mann covers foreign policy for the Los Angsles
Times. .
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BUNBEI HBARA .

Bunbei Hara, a former
president of the House of
Councilors, passed away
Tuesday mornmg due to,
pneumonia &t a
hospital in Usu-
da, Nagano
Prefecture, his
family said. He
was 86.

Hara. was
hosgpitalized ¢
Aug. 23 after

fallirig down at his vﬂla in the-

resort town of Karuizawa.
Hara was first elected to
the Upper House from Tokyo
in 1971 after serving as the
chief conmumissioner of the
- Metropolitan Police Depart-

i ——

ment.

He served four consecutive
six-year terms as an Upper
House lawmaker and took the
post of divector general of the
Environment Agency under
Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki.

In August 1992, he assumed
the presidency of the Upper
House, a position he held for
three years.

After retiving from politics
in July 1995, he took charge of
the Asian Women’s Fund, an
effort initiated by the govern-
ment to financially aid wom-
en who were forced to provide
sexual services to the Imperi-
al Japanese Army during
World War 11.
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