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99.12.18. 7.7
U.S. and Germany OK
slave labor redress deafl

BERLIN (Reutersy U.S. and
German officials met Friday
to seal a historic agreement
t¢ compensate Nazi-era slave
workers, but officials "ac-
knowledged the deal was still

plagued by last-minute wran-

gling over cash.
In remarks to officials in-
cluding U.S. Secretary of

State Madeleme Albright, the’

top (terman negotiator said
the DM1G billion ($5.1 billion)
seftlement was final and im-
plied not a pfennig miore
would come out of the deal,
“DM10- billion is a final
arnount. It ‘will cover all ques-
_ tions covered by the initia-

tive,” Otto Lambsdorff said.

“Lef there be no doubt: this
applies to - administration
costs including expenscs for
publicizing claim apphcahons
and for lawyers fees.”
- Vietims' lawyers said lt was
still not clear how much cash
would go to their clients.
Glermany sees the deal, for-
malized by Friday’s ceremo-

ny with Jewish groups, law-

yers and U.S. and East

European government offi- -

cials, as closing a painful
chdpter of its World War II
past before the turn of the
“gent
Yet 1t is st111 unclear exact—
1y how Germany will raise the
funds ‘for the settlement,
which is to be split between
the government and firms
that used slave and foreed la-
bor in the Third Reich, ~
“Today is just a ceremony,”
U.8. class.action atiorney Mi-
chael Hausfeld said, addmg
that hard work lay ahead m
seftling details.
Chancellor Gerhard Schroe-

der, who made the deal possi-

ble by raising the amount of
public money available,
failed on Thursday to secure
contributions from German
states into the compensation
fund, but played down the im-

_37_

pnrtance of their re[usal
“The final goal of helping

the victims should not gel un-
dermined by arguments,” he -

said. -

Some officials cnntmued ag-

gressively lobbying German

fgrms to contribute more, 7
‘One-time Social Democrat

candldate ‘for chaneellor,

Hans-Jochen Vogel fold Der
Spiegol magazine that Ger-
man consumers should boy-

cott firms that used slave la-
bor and now refuse to,

partlmpate in the fund.

The fund was launched hy :
arounct 65 of Germany s lead-
ing companies, “many “of -
whom face legal action for
their use of forced labor. dur-

ing: World. War II.-They, in-

clude blue ‘chips hke Slemen.s :

and Volkswagen..

“The U.S. government has '
pledged to protect them from !
future litigation in the United .
States over their Nazi past in’
return for estabhshmg the

fund. .

Schroeder agreed to mateh
the DM5 biilion offered by in-
dustry | with public money, but
it is still not. ciear how the
state cash is to be raised at a
time when Germany is seek-
ing o rein in iis national debt.

' Finance Minister Hans Ei-
chel said he wanted to fund

‘thie payout with planned pri-

vatization receipts so as to

‘avoid dlgg:mg mto the federal
‘budget. -

Up to 2.3 million forced la-
borers and $lave -workers
around the world are seen as
potentially . able to make
¢laims from the fund. The lev-
el of individual payments will
have to be determined at a
later date by the numerous
groups representing victims,

" “This agreement vnll take
U.8.-German refations to new
heights in the new millenni-
um,” Albright said. :
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- its propesal to its two coali-

deliberations fo draw up a

: scheme to comipepsate per-.

manent South Korean resi-

. dents of Japan who were sol-
‘diers or worked under the

Imperwl Japanese forces but

. are ineligible for pensions be-
cause they are no longer Jap-

anese cltlzens sources said

The sourcas said’ the LZDP
was leaning teward paying

those eligible a one-time fump -

sum and that a final decision

_on ' the - matter could be

reached as early as the end of
the week,

The money mlght also be

. exlended to individuals from

what is now North Korea and

- Taiwan and are in a similar

position, they added. |
The LDP hopes to present

tion partners, the Liheral
Party and New Komeito, as

o 79.t2.20. TT.
LDP mulls redress for

- early as the start of the new

year. If discussions' proceed

-s8moothly, -the issue will be

submitted as a leglslatar-pro-
%osed bill to the next ordmary
iet session, which begins in

_~January, according to the

sources, . .. x

P A team set up wathin the_-
._LDP to examing the issue hds -
_ already reported to Shizuka
Kamei, the party’s policy af- -
[fairs chlef that while pension

payments cannot be extended
to the people concerned, steps
should be taken to address the
problem U

" The panel went on to sug-._
‘gest that monetary payments
be made te former soldiers.
_and conscnpted laborers
from "Japan’s ‘eolonies who -
lost their Japanese citizen-

ship under the 1951 treaty of

- San Franecisco and now live

permanently in Japan, of be-

reaved family ;_nembe;s o_f_-

Korean veterans of war

S The ruling L:beral Demo-
cratic Party will today begin

such people e
When ‘making the pay-

ments,  ‘the gnvernment

should refex to the ‘one-time

payments agreed upon in 1988
for bereaved family members~

of former .Japanese soldiers

-of Taiwanese descent and
such soldmrs who - were in-
- jured or' became sick the

team added

These payments amounted
to ¥2 million pet person, but

.observers point out that when
factors such as the exchange .
rate between the yen and the
‘new Talwanese doliar and’
‘price leyels at the time are
. taken into aceount; a similar

figure will be msufflcxent for

. the Korean permanent res:-

dents of Japan

. In effect, the LDP and the
other parties will have to de-
cide how inuch the appropri-
ate payment should be for
these people sources said
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Court backs rulmg refusmg
pensmn for Korean veteran

’ The Tokyo High Court on

Monday upheld a lower court -
decision that dismissed a
claim’ from a South Korean

‘man demanding that the gov-

ernment give him a pension -

. because he fought for Japan
. during the war.’
-Kim Song Su, 75, who llves' :

in Pusan, South Korea saJd

that although he lost an arm”

fighing in Burma, the Japa--,
nese government has not

_ granted him a wounded veter-

- an's pension bécause of a na-
-%mnahty clause in the pensmu
daw

Accordmg to the clause, on-
ly Japanese are enutied to the
pension,

Presiding Judge Exko Ito
said the nationality clausejs”
in line with the Constitution,
pointing out that the plaintiff
did not have the right to sue -

- the natien without the back-
“ing of a relevant law.

. Kini's lawyers criticized the

_ruling because it did not men-

tion . that the government
should enact a law to provide -
Such compensation, as the
lower court decision stated.

" They plan to appeal the decl- X

sion. g
Kim. later told the medsa
that Mondays rulmg was_

- Treaty

l, - ‘I

%l 5

more painful than the Earst
“but.added that he did not ex-
peet much from the Supreme
Court ejther, . . i

_He "also said he hope:a to'_
brmg the . matter before the:
United Natiep.s and put Japan ;
“.fo shame. ' .o fe o :

The plamt;ff’s lawyers had
-argued that the nationality
‘clause in the pension law vio-;
lates the Constitution,” which
promises equality under lav,
as well as the Intematiepal
Covenqnts on Human Ri

{ Under the pension law, mch-
vxduals who lost Japanese eit-!
lzenship are disqualified from
. pensions. They include Kore—-

! ans who were cons:dered Jap--

.anese during J apan’s colonial .
‘rule of the Karean Peninsula ;
between 1910 and 1945, but
were stripped of their .‘l’apa.—l
“nese nationality under the
1952 San Franmsco Peace

Kim, WhO began a move-
ment in the 1970s to seek com-*
peusation from the Japanese!

- government, is also appealing :
a ruimg by thé Tokyo District ;
- Court in June 1998 which dxs-'
_missed his compensation stit
agamst the Japanese govern-:
ment over its refusal to grant

hlm a war pension.. ... ...l
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War 1memees ﬁle redress-: sult

'LOS ANGELES (AF‘P-Jljl) Six
former inmates of U8, In-
ternment camps for Japanese
during- World War 11 have
sued-the U.S. government for
unspecified damages, saying

- Washington had stonewalled

their attempts to be granted
redress,

The cases of all six are sim-
ilar because Washington de-

-nied them “without any justi-

fication” the $20,000 compen-
sation and apalugy given to
other internees, lawyer Paul

‘Mills toid a news conference

* here Thursday. - :

- “They are all umted in‘a
smgle lawsuit based on a sin-

: gle principle,” Mills said.”

“The United States cannat

-pick and’ choose when it will
‘and when it will not obey its
.own laws and the laws of the’
"international community.” -

Despite all being of Japa-

‘nese origin and all having

been held in internment
camps during the war, their

. personal histories — and why
" they were not covered by a

1988 compensation law passed

- by the U8, Congress — are
- very different. -

. Kay Kato was born in Ja-_-
. pant 91 years ago. He was in
-the U.S, on a legal business

‘visa when he was mterneﬁ

~and held in a camp in Texas

2000. (. 8. J. 7T

for more than two years. v j

The U.S, government, how-
ever, says that he was not
covered by the Civil Libertles
Act of 1988 law because = de-
spite being. married to an
American and having a son
born in the U.S. —he was not
a permanerit- resident when

war broke out between Wash- -
‘ington and Tokyo in 1941,

“Our entire family filed for"

“redress and we all got it, ex-
.cept him,” said his son, Doug-

las, who is determine{i to
achieve justice for his fathér,
now an American citizen and'
confined to a wheelchair,

The ¢ase of ‘Jane Natsue
Yano, 52, is" also a one-off,
since she was born in an” if-
ternment camp, where hér
parents had been confmed on

_ Jan., 28, 1047, <i. )
Although she spent the first ‘
"seven months of her life in the'

camp, federat authorities re-
fused to grant Yano tedress
because after the war Wash-
ington had decreed that the
internment - policy ofﬂcially
ended on June 30, 1946 — even

though many internees re~ -

mained in the camps because

they had nowhere else to go.
Grace Shimizu, a historian’

who has beén fighting for-

compensatmn for all intern-

ees, said when she asked offi-

-47--

cials why that date had been '_
chosen’ by. then’ authorit:es, .
she was told it was “a techni -

cal ervor.” ..o

~Shimizu’ was at the news
confererice Tepresenting the °

othep complamants in the suit
-~ Makote, Shizae, Kengiro
and Yasuro Ogura.

“The . four- members of the'

same family were taken from

 their homeland, | Pery, -and i in-
~{erned in U.8, camps ‘before -

being taken against their will

to' Okmawa, where they now--

live. -, : 4

- In al} the cases the U8 gov-
ernment’s objectwe —hes
sides” contalning ‘an’alleged
security threat — was to use.
the ethmc Japanesé a¢ a trad-:
ing ¢hip: to exchange for:

'American _prisoners of war, i«

;“What we see here today is

_three ‘different “eases, :but"

there is & common thread that
unites them,” said Shimizu. -

" “This thread includes & rac-'

ist policy that was developed
by the United States govern-

ment ‘of internment and hcs—-

tage exchange,” she said.
“And now what we are find-

mg too is that the govemmenb
-is cqntmumg that pelicy, be-

cause it has not reaily repudi-:
ated it, and has been refusing

to grant redress to those v:c-
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War compensation suits planned -

o vt o o o ez s v e

""Sosine 20 Chinese plan t6 file lawsuits at three Japanese -f.
- courts later this year, secking compensation and an apology
( from the government and five firms for their forced labor
durmg World War I1, their lawyers said Sunday o
Tha lawsuits will be filed at district courts in Yamagata, ‘
Gunma and Fukuoka prefectures, where the Chinese were
 forced to work in dockyards on loading and unloading slups, .
i onthe construcnon ofa hydruelectnc power plant at an au‘- -
field and in'miries, they said. & - w50t L Sy
‘Theé plaintiffs plan to demand ¥20 milhon in compensatmn
! each from the government and the fnze compam 5, 1 lud- W
mg leading contractor Hazama Corp. .. g
Eight similar lawsuits by Chinése over wartlme forced IF
bor have been filed at courts i in Sapparo Tokyo Nagauu,
Niigata Kyoto and Hirosiuma : ] -
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HISTORY SYMPOSIUM DRAWS PROTEST

By ERIC JOHNSTON
Staff wrker -

05AKA — Claims by Chinese
and Western historians that
fndreds of thousands of peo-

ple were raped and murdered

by the Imperial Japanese Ar-
my in Nanjing are undocu-
mented and exaggerated,
said participants in sympo-
sium here Sunday as protest-
ers rallied outside.

“There is no proof of large-
scale rape and murder by the
Japanese army when it en-
tered Nanjing in December
1937, and cerfainly not the
200,000 or 300,000 figure men-
tioned in Japanese texthooks
or by Chinese and Western
historians,” said Asia Univer-
sity professor Shuzo Higashi-
naka, the keynote speaker.

Entitled “The Verification
of the Rape of Nanking: The
Biggest Lie of the 20th Centu-
ry,” the controversial sympo-
sium, held at Osaka Interna-
lional FPeace Center, was

sponsored by the Osaka-

based Society to Correct the
Biased Display of War-Relat-
ed Materials.

Meanwhile, Chinese stu-
dents and about 160 members
of the Peace Osaka Citizens’

Network, which comprises

[ v PR
i e

some 20 antiwar groups, pro-'

. tested the event by sending

letters to the Osaka Interna-
tional Peace Center, which is

jointly funded by the muniei--
pal and prefectural gcvern- -5

ments.

They claimed that “denymg ‘

historical facts would destroy
the foundation of Japan’s

friendship and mutual trust’
with China and - other Aszan_

nafions.”
The symposium and the of-

ficial support it is.receiving -

has drawn international criti-
cism,

Yang Cheng Lian, an offi-
cial at the Chinese consulate
in Osaka, warned that holding
the symposium would affect
Osaka’s image.

Osaka Mayor Takufumi
Isomura repiied that the sym-

posium could not be canceled, .

and asked for the understand-
ing of the Chinese govern-
ment.

“We did have consuitations

with the Chinese consulate in
(Osaka in fate December, ex-
plaining to them what we
were doing,” said Kunihiro
Matsubara, secretary general
of the peace centér.,
“Although there was pres-
sure to cancel the event, it
would have been a viclation of

-PROTESTERS HOLD S!GMS saying “Make the facts of Japan's Envaston c&ear” and other

messages outside an Osaka hall where a controversiai symposnum was held to roview the

Nanjing Massacre.

the participanis’ eonstitution-
al right to freedom of expres-
sion had we done so0,” Matsu-
bara said. ‘

-The central themes of the
symposium were that it was
physically impossible for the
Japanese army to have killed

hundreds of thousards of peo-
ple, and that even if it did, no
evidence exisis to verify if.
.Higashinaka.said his own
research, including video-
taped testimony of former
Japanese army- officials who
were there at the time, indi-

cated claims that 200,800 to
300,000 people died are false
and did not appear until many
years afterward.

He added that foreigners
living in the area at the time

. make no mention of such

large-scale killing.
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: BERLIN Py’ Germanys

Cabinet approved a draft law
on distributing payments to
survivors of Nazi-era forced
and slave labor Wednesday,
buf officials said theére was

- gtill room to change the bill to

answer the criticism of law-
vers and victims' groups.
The proposed law has come
under attack because earlier
versions would count previ-
ous . compensatmn against

payments victims could re-.
ceived from the new, 10 bil- -

Hon mark ($5.2 billion} fund,
“About haif of the. roughly

235,000 slave laborers covered
undér the fund are Jews,

many of whom have received
earlier compensation under

" the about $60 billion Germany

“has pald since World War 1L

. Up to 2.3 million people, most- -

1y non-Jews from KEastern Eu-
rope, stand to receive pay-
ments from the new fund.

- The other main issue in con:

2000.1.28. T.T.
German Cabinet approves

tention is a clause that hmits
compensation to those deport-
ed to the aren of Germany’s
borders in 1937 — before Hit- -
ler began his campaign to’
create a grealer German
Reich in Europe. -

“We're totally opeu to
changes,” Finance Minister
Hans Eichel sald Wednesday
in Berlin. - o :

Government spokeswomau
Charima Reinhardt said both
of the cnuc:sms would be the

main issues discussed by Ger-
man envoy Otto Lambsdorff-

in Washington starting Mon-
“day, where the next round of

the pegatiations over the com-.

pensation fund are planned.
“With this proposed bill, the
government confirms its wﬂl

together with the parttcapat~.
ing companies, to give a fur-:

ther indication of, as soon as

possible, undomg the wrongs .

inflicted on.many people by
Germans during World War

,72

dmﬁ on Nm—em labor fund

11, Reéinhardt said. ,

The bill was not made pubm
lic, pending possible changes,
and will be reviewed by the
Cabinet agam in Mareh she
said. | .

German industry proposed
the fund a year ago, under
pressure of cldss-action law-

suits in the United States Un-’
- -der'the agreement, theé U.8.

government has Sald it will
step in to intervene if new’

cases arise and suggest to

judges that claims be handled

-by the fund. "

‘New- York attorney Mel

Wetss, one of the lawyers rep-’
resenting “vietims, daid’
- changes to the proposal would

have to be “very material.” In
the meantime, he said their
cases contmue to move for-
ward.

“We are prosecutmg our ht—
-igation, we're not holding

back on it just in case,” he’
~ said by lelephone ,
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Power, not sex, behind pornegraphy

By RICK MERCIER
Special o Tho Japen Thnes

The Jaganese government last month
enacted legislation prohibiting most
forms of child pornogr ap ; but the na-
tion's status as the wm'ld eadmg distri-
buter of child pornography is not likely to
end soon, nor -are other forms of porn
likely f¢ be banished from Japanese
mainstream culture.

Japan liad dragged its feet on the issue
of child pornography for years while
earning the dubious distinction of being
the global leader in kiddie porn. The in-
ternational police organization Interpol
estimates that at least 80 percent of the
world’s cornmerciaily disteibuted child
pornography originates in Japan.,

But child porn represents just a frac-
tion of a sex industry that accounts for t
percent of Japan's gross national prod-
uct, & figure equaling the country's de-
fense budget. Japanese pornographers
produce 35 illegal videos a day, while an-
other 5,000 legal porn films {(ones not
showing genltals or pitbic hair) receive
approval each year frorm an ethics com-
mission made up of major film studio
rvepresentatives, accordmg to the Coali-
tion Against Trafficking of Women. -

The enormity of the sex industry, and
of the mainstreaming of pornography,
recelves relatively tittle critical atten-
tion in Japan, but speaks volumes about
power relations between men and wom-
€en.

Robert Jensen, a professor at the Uni-

versity of Texas at Austin who has co-

authored a hook titled “Pornography:

The Production and Consumption of In-
equality,” argues that all pornography
shares a common theme of subjugation.
“Age is one axis of inequality. Gender is
another. The dynamic of eroticizing the
domination and -subordination is the
same in both {child and adult porn),” he
said.

Some Japaunese, if prodded, do voice
opinions about how pornography af-
fects men’s attitudes toward women.
“From childhood, boys can see porn
and nude photos everywhere — in' su-
permarkets, bookstores — it's easy,”
Chihiro, a 17-year-old high school stu-
dent in Tottori Prefecture, said. She

said tho upshot of this easy access to
pornograpiy is that hoys quickly learn
to “despise women,”

Both Japanese and Western observers
have fried to explain J apan’s voluminous
output ‘of pornography by citing the cul-
ture's suppused openness about sexuali-
ty. One article on Japanese child porn in
a major U.S. daily last year asserted
that “Japanese are more permissive
about sexuality, youthful and otherwise,
than Westerners are.”

But this simplistic argument (werlooks
the contradictions found in Japanese at-
titudes toward sexuality. In particular,
the argument fails to recognize the dis-
parity hetween men’s and women’s sexu-
al freedom. .-

Japan’s gender double standard was
highlighted earlier this year, when the
government hastily approved the sale of
the antiimpotence drug Viagra but was
still upholding a decades-old policy of
preventing wornen from baving sccess to
low-dosage birth control pills -— which,
unlike Viagra, have been thoroughly
tested and widely used in other parts of
the world with few serious side effects,

Even if oneé accepts the assumption
that Japan is. more open than the West
about sexuality, this misses the point
where pornography is ¢oncerned, say an-
tiporn feminists, who critique pornogra-
phy not as deviant gexual expression, but
as an industry that promotes and partici-
pates in sexist, racist and other forms of
discrimination. Ann Russo, who co-au-
thored the book on pornography with
Jensen, writes: “Ideotogical argutnents
that legitimate practices of gender and
racial inequalities are woven into the sto-

ries, carfoons and pictorials found in the’

pornography industry’s cultural prod-
uets. Pornography gives the message
that women within and outside the por-
nography industry are Inferior and de-
serve sexual mistreatment.”

Jensen says that pornography should
be viewed as “part of a wider culture of
woman-hating.” Former pacliamentary
Vice Minister for Defense Shingo Nishi-
mura reflected a media culture that pro-
motes misogyny when he told 2 men’s
news and porn magazine, *If men did not
face any pumshment for raping women,

_?5-

then all men — including myself — would
he rapists.” Although this comment
helped earn him a dismissal from his
post, it must surely have geemed sensi-
ble to many of the men who read it, espe-
cially since the magazine in which 1t ap-
peared Is one of many that depicts rape
as natural male behavior.

One way to contextualize pornography,
Jensen ecntends, is to examine statistics
on violence against women. He argues:
“It's clear that a majority of women ex-
perience some level of threat or intrusion
in their lifetirhes. T argue that no soctety
wotld let happen on 4 routine basis what
happens to women If, at some level, it
didn’t have contempt for that class of
people.”

Although Japan touts itself as one of
the safest societies in the world, studies
suggest that women as a group are sin-
gled out for intimidation, harassment

and violent assawll. The Prime Minis- -

ter’s Office sald this year in its annual
report on gender relations that one in
three Japanese women has been physi-
cally assaulted. The office also reports
more than one in five Japanese women
has been'a victim of at least one form of
sexual violence, including a partner’s re-
fusal to cooperate with methods of birth
control.

The workplace is also a hoatlle enwvi-

ronment for many Japanese women. A
survey conducted last year by the Kaga-
wa Prefectural Employees’ Union found
that one in three feinale employees
working for the prefecture had experi-
enced sexual harassment in the work-
place.

So while the Japanese government has
appeased critics both at home and
abroad by cracking down on child por-
nography and juvenile prostitution, it
has yet to begin serious public discussion
on how pornography fits into this larger

_culture of misogyny. Indeed, the irony of

the new taw on child porn may be that it
will help shore up the perception that
pomography involving adults -~ with all
of its violence and themes of domination
and humiliation — represents “normal”
sexuality and a reflection of the “natu-
ral” power relations between men and
women.
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Thai boy sues
Aichi man for
molesting him

TOYOHASHI, Aichi Pref. (Kyo-
do) A l5-year-old Thai hoy
filed a tawsuit against a Japa-
nese man Thursday, seeking
¥1i0 million in compensation
for psychological distress af-
ter aliegedly being molested
by the man in a Thai hotel
room three years ago.

The suit, filed with the To-
yohashi branch of the Nagoya
Distriet Court, is the first in
Japan alleging a Japanese
sexually abused a child over-
sess, the boy's lawyers said.

Aecording to the suit, the
boy, who was an elementary
school pupil at the time, was
taken by an acquaintancetoa
hotel room where the 52-year-
old Japanese man, who 'was
not named, was staying in
Seplember 1996, ' :

There, the man, a company
employee from Toyehashi,
used threatening words to
force the boy to strip and me-
lested him for aboui five min-
utes, the suit alleges.

After Thai media reported
the molestation, the suit says
the boy's friends began teas-
ing him and his teacher pun-
ished him, foreing him to quit
school and-takée refuge at his
relatives or in temples for
more than 18 months.

The boy’s lawyers said his
“dignity as a bhuman being
was trampled on, He was also
robbed of the opportunity to
receive an education.”

The man, however, has de-
nied the claims, saying he
did not molest the boy and
elaiming police fabricafed
the incident, the boy's law-

vers said. _
" According to a Thai non-
governmental organization
dealing with sexual abuse,
police found the man with
the boy in the hetel and ar-
rested him on the spot. He
reportedly returned home
while out on bail,
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.76 teachers pumshed for sexual mdecency m ’98

A reeord 73
" teachers were
‘acts of sexual indecency in the
1998 school year, according to a

ubhc schoal

survey released Monday by the

: Educaucm ‘Ministry. -
The - numbet whtch in-

- cludes teachers at elementa- ‘

ry, ;junior and senior, “high

‘the previous record of 67 set
© in 1996, the ministry survey of
'dlscxplmary ‘action agamst
tedchers shovwed.

The ministry began its re-

smphned for

ports on the SUb]ECt iri 1979

Also, & record 1,707 teachers

took leaves of absence due’to

- mental distress, up by some 100

from last year, the report said.

Amaong the 76 who were dis-

ciplined for sexual Indecency,

a record 53 teachers were d.lS- o
_ __mxssed up nine from 1997.
sehdols, was nine more than ~  Of the other teachers, 10_

were suspended, four had'

their salaries cut, seven were
given a warning and two were
given severe warnings.

[ Thirty-four teachers c:_bm-

mltted acts ot‘ sexual mdecen—

‘cy against students at their

own schools, five molested

_graduates of their schools..
‘The others molested students
. at other schools or then- col :
" leagues e : _
Meanwhlle, 161 teachers
. were disciplined for not ra1smg
‘the Hinomaru or for not singing
“Kimigayo”. (“Your Majesty’s

Reign”), & sharp increase from

the previous year, Wh.lch had'
" six such cases. - - :
Among the 151 153 were_

'98'

_prmmpals in Hiroshlma Pre- .

fecture where a senior hi
school principal killed himself

in February, apparently over .
~the préféctural board of edu-

cation’s ‘order that the flag

-and anthem be used af gradu-

atton ceremomes S
" The incident was czted by

. the gavernment when. initiat-
mg legislation aimed at-giv--

ing official recagmtmn to the
Hinomaru and “Kimigayo” as
state symbols. The legisiation
was enacted Aug 2o
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U.5, g@iﬁm emrged in killin
sexual assault of Kesovo gm

CAMP BDNDSTF‘EL Yugosla\ﬂa

, (AFP-Jiji) A U.S. soldier was
: charged Sunday with-the sex-
“ual assault and murder of a
- 12-year-old ethnic Albanian
: girl, the chief of staff of U.S.

- forves in southeast Kosom

sald ‘
; - Staff Sgt. Frank Rongm 35
| was arrested late Thursday in
; the southeastern Kosovo town
“of Vitina after a U.S. patrot
‘found the.body of the girl
_some 3 km ouiside the town.
.She was apparently killed

-earller the ‘same day, said

Col. Ellis Golson, in charge of
the predominantly U.S.-run
: southeast sector of the inter.
“pational” peacekeepmg force
KFOR. *

:  Ronghi, of the 604th parau
chute  infantry . regiment
.based in Fort Bragg, N.C.,
was charged with “Murder
and indecent aets with a -

child.”. _

The commander of the re-
gional force, Brig. Gen. Rl-
eardo Sanchez, met jocai
leaders in Vitina late Satur-
day to express the military’s
“heartfelt and deepest condo-
lences,” U.8, Army. spokes-
woman Debbie Allen said.

But Sanchez stressed the
“traglc” killing was *an iso-
lated, individual, criminal act

that will be dealt with appro-'

pmately n

. KFOR’s cbmmander, Ger—-

man Gen. Klaus Reinhardt,

said in a statement he was

“deeply shocked” apd offered
his “sincerest condolences” to
the gicl’'s family. . P

“To discover that ofie of our
own members may have been
involved in the’ u]hmata act of
violence — murder — fills me
with horror and anger.

“I am also deeply saddened

-118-

that the reputation of the
whole of KFOR has been af-
fected by the criminal act of
ong individual”

“The killing happénsd the

same day that U.S. troops in

“the small town furned out to
meet the chairman of the U'S..

Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen.
Henry Shelton, who - visited
U.5. foreces in Vltll’l& Gn]:lane
and nearby bases. .

~Ronghi was being held in
the vast U.S. base of Camp

Bondsteel near the southeast- -
. ern’ town of Gnjilane. He will

be transferred to a U.S. mili-
tary prison in Mannheim,

Ge:many later thls week AI~ .
- len said. .

-.The U, S mihtary 1s mvest:-
gating the exact circumstanc-
es of the Killing arid the cause
of death, which had not been
formally determmed Alten
sald
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Papers put sexi

By TAKLYA ASAKURM
S wrme

“Candid camera taping of
TV presenters [inaily hits the
blaek market!"” “Confessions
of 100 businessmen; Sex with
Japan's top 10 bra-buster

beauties — I would da it this -
way ! “Real-life experience

with a trendy Shibuyz rape
™~
Such ege-grabbing head-

lines, which many Japaness .

fied annoyingly rampant in
ieagazing ads in newspapers
and on posters inside trains,

" may Foally be brought under -

a degree of control now that

majer newspapers are mov-
ing to curl such sevually -

plicit expressions.

The ¥omiuri Shimbun —
the nation's largest daily,
with a cireniation of 10 miliion
- :mnﬂi.ed the move in Octy-

ber, notifying magazine pb-
l::,hcrs and ad agencies — im-
portant sources of revenue -
that it witl apply stricter stan-
dards on sexual. upressmns
in magazine ads.

Three other major dasmw
quickly follawed zuit. The
Sankel Shimbun and Mainichi
Shimbun asked advertisers Lo
convey more modest sexual
expresgions, while the Asahi
Shimbun decided pot to earry
ads that are “feared o consti-
tute sexual harassment.®

The Yomiurl anneunced in
a Jan. 4 editorial its decision
to suspend advertisements for
the Weekly Magazire Gendai
and Weekly Asahi Geino,

Pointing out that more than
£8 percent of its papers are
delivered 10 homes, the edito-
rial sald: "*Adverlisements
contzining excessive sexuzl
expressions are earried in
newspapers ihat are deliv-

- ered daily ‘¢ homes and ex-

posed to children's eyes. The

situation is far beyond what.

can be called normal.” The

editerial also said it dropped

the ads for the gake of decen-

cy.

No mention has yet been
made of -the pkotographs or
cartoon images of women or
schoolgirls in sexual poges

that often aspompany these
and other advertisements.

As to specific reasons for
suspending the .two maga-
ziges' ads, the Yomiuri said
the Weekiy Magazise Gendai,
one of the most popidar gen-
eral cireulation weeklies for
businessmen, bas consistent-

Iy refirsed ifs requests to tone

down its sexnal content, while

ads in the emtertainment-ori-
ented Weekly Asahi Geino -
contain too many question-

able expressions o be re-
phrased.

decisions,-some of the news-
papers 3aid, is the revised
Equal Employment Oppartu-

nity Law, which obliges cor-

porations to take measures to
‘prevent sexual karassment,

In a related step, Tepresen-
tatives of It raflways in the
Kanto region met with maga-
zine publishing officials an
Jan, 14 to urge them fo exer-
cise restraict in (e sexual
content of their ads. The
move followed the raflwaysy’
iaunch of a study group in No-
vember to examive specifie
problem cases.

Magazine editors, for their
part, reckon they can do noth-
ing uniess specific criteria for
aceepinble expressions can
be established. -

“We have determined the
seope of acceptable expres-
sions by paying attenotion {o
the social almosphere,” said
Satoshi Sumkd, editor
in chief of the Weekly Maga—
zine Gendal,

“We have always been,

available for talks (with
newspapers),” he said, eriti-
cizing Yomiuri's decision
to suspend his magazine's
ads. He added that one need
only read the articles that the

Another reasonbehmdtbe!r'

smmvmmmmmmemmmmnemmmmmaa

mbopdﬂm«mm TOGHK SAWACLICHIPHOTO -

eriticized ads promote 1o see
the way they .are written
shows no tolerance for sexcual
harassment. .

In a statement refeased

carlier this month, the Week-.

iy Asahi Geino sasd, “Terms,
that had been aceeptable sud-
denly became ‘xmpptopnaw'
ooe day last October.”

The statsment added rJ:al:
the weekiy had notified the
Yomiuri of its decision to sus-
pend the ads before the daily
told it to do se. :

Lawyer Sanae Tanaka said
ihe issue of sexna)l expression

in magazine ads is “different

from the convertional confiiet

between restricting obscenity

and freedom of expression, as
seen in argmnenm on reguiat-
ing porsiography.”

Tanzka, who raised the is-
sue at the Japan Federation

ef Bar Assucta!ians‘ annual
convention last October, said
hoth ralfways and newspa-
pemaervethegmra.l public

tbus bearahezvysoc:al

tions of a highly public nature
shouid decidé on their owm
whether 0 accept sexuaily
explicit ads.

Some magszine fers, de-
picting photographs of women
caught mnawares, are effec-
tively promoting the abuse of
women's rights, Tanaks said.

4Jso, she said, other fiiers
deseribing sexual situstions
using common euphemisms
offend passengers by, for ex-
ample, forcing thers to chare
such vivid sexual portrayals
wn.h total strangers in backed

Ra.[ways are obliged ot

2060. /. 2f. J.T.

only to trapeport passengers
from one place $o @nother
safely but also to provide
them with comfortable
space,” she said,

Newsspaper publishers, too,
came under criticism daring
ton “Newspapars n B
tion in
tion,” an idustrywide cam
paign to promote the vse of
papers partly as 2 mesns to
cuitivate future leaders.

“H is unfair fo tali us io use
newspapers in cfassreoms,
whes they often carrysexua!
iy charged ads,” one teacher
said,

Railway offisials said they
have been aware for years of
the excessive sexnal expres-
sion in ads, but oaly in May
1957 did they first ask adver-
tisers 10 exercise restraint.

.However, they sckoowi-

edge that magszines ads are
alsoan i 1mpomat soures of

other’s position,” nae railway
afficial said. “Advertisers are
important cmumers, ins:
itke our passengers,”

mgazmes
2 signifieant portion of the
dary’s revennes. “We expect
under'tan.dmg from maga-
zine pubiishers,” he said.
Sewwaily explicit banner
headlives have become in-
croasingly bold in recent
wears at 3 time when the over.
2l publisking induslry isina
slamap, industry sourees said.
The number of public com-
plaints, however, has been
few both at railways and
newspapers, altheugh such
firms have faced internal
ortie
‘The Teito Rapid Transit Au-
thoricy, which runs the Eidan

subvway lines, for inmstauce, -

saif it receives Jniy owe or
::;omphm:sreganﬁngthe

When the Yowmiuri an-
nowiced s siricter stance,
however, 1f received hun-
dreds of congratutatory re-
sponses from readears.

“Althn mauy peaple
hkave oomplmugh s with news-p
papets, 1 guess anly few dara
o voice them,” Momol said.

“unexpest-
edly” quich action, espocially
by the newspapers, Tanaka
said she believes social
awareness toward women's
rights is growing rapidly.

Botk railway and newspa-
per officials said there bas
been z poticeable improve-
ment iz magayine ads iz the
past faw moothr.
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“RGER SECURITY COUNCIL, BETTER GOVER NCE -

U.N. official anticipates new momemum fm* reform

By yosums HAITO

'rhe so-calied “Mﬂ!enmum
Assembly” of the United Na-
tinns, scheduled to take piace
in September, will be an op-
povtunity to add momentum
to a series of .. reforms,

the Secu;ty Coumeil, and tb
achieve better governance of
the organization, according 1o
t.N. Deputy Secretary Genr
eral Louise Frecheite.
“Because of giebalization in

very important that the UI.N.

be able to respand quickly . '
and efficiently to the chal-’

lengﬁafmodemumes"she

said in an interview. “But i’

fact, we have some
es in our-system,’ wluch
DMeans we are hof a8
as we should be mrespondmg
to these things.”

Frechette, a former Cana- .
dian deputy defense minister -
and the country's fcrmer per-

gy TAKUYA ASAKURA
Smtwite

‘Ihe problem of trafficking
in women and children is
worsening in many regions
around the wotld doe to dete-
riorating economic condi-
tiong, which in turn leads to
aven more altempts to make
money from the rade in hu-
man beings, according to the
lsead of the United Nations
Chitdren's Fund.

Carol Beillamy, exscutive
director of UNICEF, told The
Japan Times that one of ber
matn fasks is & promote
awareness of this trend, espe-

cially in developed coumtries.

Bellamy was recently in To-
kyo to attend the Asia-Pacifie
Symposinm on Trafficking in
Persons, wbich was orga-
nized by the Foreiga Minis-

try. .

“Milllons (of women and
children} are t and sold
tike cattle, trafficked within

including struetwral reformo of

varions fields, it s becoming

Louise’ Frmm

manmtreprm:tanvetothe
U.N., was in Japan last week
a!.themﬂtanonofthe For-

and woss borders, and
thrust into 2 situatien of slav-
ecy from whieh they may nev-
er escape,” she said.

‘For example,  she said,
some 16,000 girls and women

and 7, oou Nepalesé givls cross
fnto India every year nost of
whom end up being sexually
exploited.

In addition, she said that
Japan ~ where trafficking is
becoming inereasingly high-
tech through tiee “insppropri-
ate use” of compuier net-
works — is no exception.

However, she alsp pointed

" to positive developments in

the battle against husman tral-

“The good pews is that
more governments are frying
todo something sbout jt,” Bel-
lamy said, adding tkat last
week's SYmposium was means

asnmm
Bhe is also the first person
o serve a5 YN, depuly secre-

tary gensral as the post was

oniy creaied in December
1997 as part of efiorts by UN.
Secretary General Kofi An-
nan to reinforce the functions
of the organization,

Frechetie said reforms the
U.N. has undertaken covera
hread range of iwstes, from
resolving budgetary prob-
lems to advaneing structural
reform of the Security Cono-
cil, adding that afl of these of-

ementsmpartofﬂ:esame-
picture — strengibening the
U‘\E’sfmwmtodeslwth

emerging globai challenges.

cif, which consists of five per-
manent members and 18 ro-
tating nations.

‘The'foced pomt of calls for
reform has been on the iimir.

Carol Beltamy

ingful -because participants
from nations in the Asia-Pa-
etfic region were able toshare
information and take it back
to their own cczatries. .
Public awargoess of the is-

2es0./. 23 .77'

ed mumber of the cmcils‘_

membecs avd its

permanent
voting systers for ddopting
resolntions, which requires

and hew to reform ity funce-
SHons,” Frechette said, -

Although it.has proved diffi- -

cult to. reach copsensus on -

raftéct the realities of the
mnderns day, Frechette said

“T&now Japanis among the
countries thet woukd ke to
see more rapid action an re-
form of the couneil,” she said.

. “'meml.eam!thep!aceaf.!a-

pan in the world nowadays is
a'very mtevam.fmr (in te-

sue is one of d:e most impor-
tant factors in taciling bo-
man smugghing, she added,

pc-mungout that there is now

a greater dagree of willing-
pess for law enforcement
agencies, social service agen-
cies and immigration agen-
cies o work together to com-
bat the problem.

To give a further bogst o
this cooperation, the United
Nativns is pow working te-
ward the early coaciusion of a
protocoi on frafficking in peo-
pe, a supplementary logisle-
tive measure under the YN,
Convention agamst Transng-
tional Organized Crime to
deal -with humman smagsiing
and protect vietizs.

Bellamy said poverty and

criminal elemments are the
higgest chatlenges in combat-

ing the problem.

Japaw’s Foreiga Ministry
has also expressed aiarm a1
the sitation, saying that an

vs:wmg :.hewunﬂl}“
-Although Frechetts re--
frained from phstting: a fme
framoe o changes tothe Scco-
rity Covncd, she said the TN,
secretariat wants fo add me-
mentan 10 reforn effarts at

Adm:mstrahas in Bast T5
wmor. -

“Im:hspedecﬁyieg;&-

mate for a8 the member
- states of the UL, {0 wish to
havenmmablemmherd B

their nationals in the seere--
tariat,” she said. “We bave

made firm commitmenis to

Japan to 'do everything we
can fo stiract mare

nationals mn:eseetﬂa!w"

Poverty to blame for rlse in trade in humans UNICEF chief

" od with interngtional crima

synelicates.

Referring’ to- erganized
crime, Bellamy said that al-
though peopte direcily en-

gagedhmmhnc%s,aspm&m.

tiott may be punished, too of-
ten those wh are the actual

are never canghl

Cae way in which UNICEF
hopes fo heip petentizi vie-
tims of funac frafficking is
through educatior, she said.
“Even i everybody got_pri-
mary education, it sull
doesn't mean they would nol

Bﬁamywasmppmn:edw
serve another five-year term
in May. Her goal for the next
terra, she. said, s for every

beexp!mwé.snimmdkcsx
" big differenee.” ;
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