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BEMNING - Li Yurxie (Tar left) and other Chinese phaintiffs who sud the Mitsul and Mitsubishi
pensation over wartime forced labor talk to the preas at a hotel
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Chinese sue over wartime forced labor

LOS ANGELES (Eyodo) A
group of nine people filed suit
Tuesday against Mitsui and
Mitsubishi group companies
operating in the United
States, demanding compensa-
tion on behalf of all Chinese
whe were forced to work in
Jaixan@e factories and mines
iI::Ie ore and during World War

The class-action suit, filed
with the Los Angeles County
Superior Court by five Chi-
nese nationals and four Chi-
nese-Americans, is seeking
damages for unpaid labor
periormed by Chinese for the
twe major Japanese corpo-
rate groups between 1929 and
1945, their lawyers said,

“California is the appropri-
ate venue for this case be-

cause the defendants and
their assets are here. Also,
four members of the class-ac-

tion suit are California resi-

dents,” said lawyer Barry
Fisher. “The plaintiffs want
just compensation for slave
labor.”

Three of the Chinese plain-
tiffs are Liu Zhanyi, 75, Li
Yunde, 72, and Hou Shulin, ali
from Hebei Province.

Zhang Guiyin, the fourth
Chinese plaintiff, is suing on
behalf of her father,
Bellin, who allegedly died at,
the hands of the Japanese.

It was the first time Chinese
nationals residing in China

have sued Japanesé compa-

nies in comnection with al-
leged forced labor in Japan,
the lawyers said.

_14_

Former U.S. soldiers, Chi-

‘nese-Americans and South

Koreans have lodged more
than 30 suits against Japa-
nese firms demanding com-
pensation for wartime labor.

The lawsuit cites a law
passed by California in 1999
that allows cases arising out
of World War [1 slave labor to
be filed umtil 2010.

Some of the lawyers in the
case participated in suits
against Swiss banks as well
as German and Austrian com-
panles arising out of the use of
slave labor by Nazi Germany
dm:‘Lng ‘Worid War II, Fisher
sai

Some of these cases have
been settled for between $
billion and $7 billion, he said.
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Murayama takes over
as head of sex-slave fund

mﬁ'Eﬁm&”w”m Miister o §
ama on
became chairman of the c:tmsf

troversial Asian Womens -

Fund, which collects public

‘ cunh-ibutiomtorAsian wom- -,
-em forced into sexual slavery |

by the Imperial Japanese Ar-

- my during World War 11,

The post had been vacant
since his predecessor, former
House of. Rapresentatfv&l
speaker Bunbei Hara, died
Sept. 7, 1989, °

The ﬁmd, which has facecl

criticism. at home' and.
abroad, was established by

the government in July 1985
as a nonprofit organization

- when Murayams was. prime

muinister. Critics say the gov-

ernment, not the fund,” should

compemata the women, ..
'Murayama, former head of

the Social Democraﬂg Party,

" aver since It was .estab-

lished,” Murayamg said. I

- am respousibie for

make my utmost’ (efforts fur
its success}).? T

Chief Cabinet Secr:etary Hi*
denao N akagdawa said that
the fund’s activities are an ex-
pression of the Japanese gov-
ernmeit and Japanm peo-
ple’s sineerity,
M “mm““"nf“‘iﬁ;?f&

€
Asjan. women) he said.’
assuming the roIe,

Tonﬂichﬂltnmn

Murayama visited Pﬂm&

Minister Yoshire Mori to. re-
gatcanﬁnuedsupportfor
e fund’s activities.
Fmdafﬁualshaverecenﬂy
said that their financial re-

Tty S
past "years, gathering
onlyabuutn‘tnﬁlhonmﬁs-
-cal 1999, °
' Thaﬁmdhassofarcallect—
ed amund‘h'flgogxmonm
compensated 170 wor
ent in the Philippines, Scuih
Kmaand'l‘amn. ’
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