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Former sex slaves -
seek justice in U.S.

Lawsuit aims atJ apanese government

WASHINGTON (Kyodo) A
group of former sex slaves
who served Japan's wartime
military will file a lawsuit
against the Japanese govern-
ment in the United States on
Monday, a private nongov-
ernmental group dealing with
the issue said Friday.

Six Koreans, four Chinese,
four Filipinos and one Tai-
waneie woman will lodge the

case with a federal district
court in Washington to seek

compepsation and an official
apoiogy from the Japanese
government, the Washington
Coalition for Comfort Women
Issues said. :

The lawsuit will mark the
* first time that Japan’s former
Aslan sex slaves have turned
to US. courts. . :

“The reason that they’re do-
ing it here is that thig will get
a lot of publicity,” said Sheara
Reich, the coalition’s spokes-
woman,

It will: also be the first time
that the J

government
will be named as a defendant

in a sexual slavery case involy-
ing the defunct Imperial Japa-
nese Army, Previmgy, l;.:g
companies or people have

* The plaintiffs will sue Ja-
pan under the Alien Tort
Clalms Act, a law enacted by
Congresa it the 18th century
that seeks to provide foreign
citizens the right to stie other

. foreign citizens and entities

for abuses of ‘international
law, .

Recently, a Serb woman

sued Yugoslav President Slo-
bodan Milosevie under the

-same act, accusing him of
" committing human rights

“Now, in American courts, -

the Japanese government will

- pay the consequences for its

deplorabie actions against in-
nocent women and girls dur-
ing World War I1,” said Dong-

w00 Lee Hahm, president of
- the coalition. '

. Up to 200,000 women, most-
ly from the Korean Peninsu-
la, were forced to provide sex
for Imperial Japanese Army
soldiers before and during
World War II, according to

The Japahese government,
insisting all war crimes were
settled by postwar treaties,
has consistently refused to

- pay compensation to individu-

al victims.

-}0.

T e o o ke ok 8 e o s s W 20 £ s PR

AL e G 3 Tk 1T

L TR

A s

o b

ok e R Amiepnde oo A o

Py




R T T I T S AT PG e e

[rh NP2 2m={!
i L B IR,
mﬁ®mmm%Mcbcmm
B Hen 2T Jj
=N BE %@.ﬁ%

{':?)

2
#z.,'

2,

:ﬁ%&«@%ﬁ
SnY DAL wﬁﬁ_
LI ) T,w#.“c

BRost ¥E<JEV
SYAUFTIR For | B
BRI T3H-<
EORE MV LD
SVERRIRE BRoHE
o Tz | R
BEHCEIHHCE &1 i
I SF < RIS

2000. 9, f’?.

T Y e — R ST

R TREE.

RN

KON |
W MR |
B oNeNEa=HE
?s#aumzuﬁ_mxmmcaaw
HHOEBHEEN O LY
AGER BE LR D
AVJ CoUNOHEHHA<E
~. 20" DHEEERE|
o FREHERLEVE'
O & WOV
SRESVDINLAGH
©  FESNEUON KR
©  SEMHYBOU IKIK
© SUOUOREVERK
) &mxmmvmﬂwﬁcff

NOMBEDO Y B 3| QBSEHIEERATRE
G < B OB | KIRVEDOGIeY R
ERITE U Ve R BV ) e o
ROV BT
BOMYER « CHXRH

e gminy [ZECH

T 5 e 00 NIRRT
PEROSHEOSE $E

G~
S

L]

O~
¢
9
Q

™

AT T 3 g R e YT, G ST R o R P A e ST Mo e o

n.“ . _‘.Hﬁ..
o

ﬁ!ﬁ.ﬂt&b( 7)7

MHEIE LD
| R v

[EANENSREA S
8]~ UL
TIKE<O M) ¥

OB TR D
ANENSKML AL
Ko RO M | -
mmﬁ\%@tmo _mu

HOANLANTHKSEE ST (MM -
i | U QIR R U MaR==7 N Ko,

W LA R S A e

-

RIS

< RETVRO

RO IKRHRE-A
A-NERERT BDAN
£ N KRN
SVROKD” THEES
15 | KIRQTRBAN O

PRIt 1

1< BB DY DUNY

L R S

|e-aue pvore
| MR OLREISID
I
|| e S
| ABRIORIS S

LURASCVE - SN

y | AAOHHEE R
| WIS O B

SRR D

| <RQEERRRRS
| 1 BoLEUCIRRS
 pominpse°  mi
f | R B

ER g IS
HEERVEMESUD
o E<RPREN IR
DR IINHTELD
[ A

_11_




FORMER WARTIME SEX SLAVES from South Korea protest on Monday in front of the Japa-‘

ness Embassy In Washington. kvovortoto

Ex-sex slaves file suit in U.S.
- Compensation, official apology sought from Japan

! WASHINGTON (Xyodo) Fifteen
Asjan women on Monday filed
a class-action lawsuit against
the Japanese government in
the United States, ¢laiming
they were forced to serve as
sex slaves for the Imperial
Japanese military during and
before World War I1.

The plaintifts — six Kore-
ang, four Chinese, four Filipi-
nos and ope Taiwanese —
filed the case with a federal
(district court in Washington
to seek compensation and an
oificial apology from the Jap-
anese government.

“We have with us here to-
day survivors of a premedi-
tated systemic plan originat-
ed and implemented by the
government of Japan to en-
slave women considered infe-
tior and subjeet themn o re-
peated mass rapes,” Michael
Hausfeid, an atiorney repre-
senting the plaintiffs, told =
news conference to announce
the legal action. -

“Now, with the recent avail-
ability ¢f documentation, the
offenders shottld be held ac-
countable,” he said.

Seven plaintiffs, all in their
788 and 803, attended the
press conference,

Oune of them, Liu Huang
Atau from Taiwan, sald, 1
want (an) official apology
from the Japanese govern-
ment, for myself, (for the)
physical and mental damage
.. . and for all other women.”

Later in the day, the plain-
tiffs staged a protest in front
of the Japarese Embassy to

denounce Japan's wartime -

behavior, .

Kim Soon Duk, a plaintiff
from South Korea, sak;,k “Egr‘;
ery morning, [ am awake
and find myself in lears be-
cause of the past experience.”

In the complaint, the plain-
titfs said they “seek compen-
gation for the suffering and in-
justices they experienced as a
result of the inhuman condi-
tions inflicted upon them.”

The plaintiffs sued Japan
under the Alien Tort Claims
Act, a law enacted by Con-
gress in the 18th century that
seeks to provide foreign citi-
zens the right to sue other for-
eign citizens and entities for
abuses of international iaw.

This is the first time former
Asian sex slaves, known eu-
phemisticaily in Japan as
“eomfort women,” have filed
a lawsuit in U.S. courts;

It is also the first time that
the Japanese government has
been nared as a defendant in
Iawsuits filed in the U.S. over
Japanese actions in Worid
War I1.

Last month, a group of Chi-
nesa filed a damages 1awsuit
in California against Japa-
nese companies over wartime
forced laber in Japan.

Up to 200,000 wonien, most-
ly from the Kerean Peninsi-
1a, were foreed o provide sex

_12..

for the Japanese military be-
fore and during World War II, -

according {o historians.

“The actions of the Japa-
nese government in establish-
ing and maintaining the sys-
tem of sexuai slavery from
1932, to 15 violated jus co-
gens norms of international
law, and are not subject to the
defense of sovereign immuni-
ty,” the complaint says.

“Japan could not have ex-
pected to shieid itself from li-
ability for its participation in

these atrocities by invoking’

sovereign immunity,” it says.

Cashing in war notes

HONG KONG (Kyodo) A Hong
Kong group plans to take le-
gal action against the Japa-
nese governmernt in the Unit-
ed States, demanding Tokyo
honor Japanese wartime
money hield by about 3,500
families in the territory for
over half a century. i

Ng Yat-hing, chairman of
the Hong Eong Reparation
Association, said Monday that
his group hopes to bring the
case befpre a U8, court in
mid-October.

The group is pressing To-
kyo to redeem the 540 million
:&mta fssued by itl:te Japangse

ilitary during its occupation
of Hong Kong during World
War 11,

Ng said the notes are now
valued at about HK$10 pillion
(31.28 hillion).
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%W YORK (Kyodo} Japan

. ‘Thailand need to enact
laws and provide social ser-
vices to help the many Thai
women taken to Japan each
* year to work in the sex indus-
try, according to a repert fo
be .released today by a New
York-based human rights

Human Rights Waich

makes the plea in a 2¥T-page

study titled: “Owed Justice:
Thai Women Tratficked into
Debt Bondage in Japan.”
The report says many Thai
women interviewed for the
* study wers beaten, constantly
watched and faced threats in-
cluding being resold, which
. put them in the category of
forced labor. _
The study says thousands of
i women are taken to Ja-
Pu every year to work in the
Kinsey Dinan, one of the re-
port’s authors, said an esti-
mated 20,000 Thai women are
staying iillegally in Japan,

“al services for clients

2@@% 2.2. JT
~ Aid sex-industry workers: report

Thousands of Thai women face sexual slavery in Japan

most of whom fell into debt
hondage upon their arrival.
The study points out that

while most of the women
come to Japan to work, they

often fall prey to deceptive
contracting agents who
charge exorbitant fees for ev-
eryday expenses such as

- trapsportation, apartment

rental and telephone fees.
The result, according te the

study, s that these women be- -

come bound by their debts,
which typically range be-
tween ¥2.3 million and ¥4.5
million — amounts that could
take years to pay off.

Most of the women are em-
ployed in Japan's hooming
“sex-entertainment industry,”
with an estimated annuai turn-
over of hetween W4 trillion and
¥10 trillion, the study says.

‘The Thai women, part of a
pool of an estimated 150,000
foreign sex workers in Japan,
are expected to perform s:géxé
up at hostess bars, bathhous-

...25-

es and low-end brothels,
which are often run by yaku-
za, the report says. =

The women, according to
the study, are paid a mere
fraction of what the clients

pay, with the rest being

picked up by their managers.

The report recommends
that Japan “actively investi-
gate, prosecute and punish

. perpetrators of trafficking in-

persons” and take measures

to protect the victims — whe

are likely t{o be targeted hy
police as illegal aliens — hy
amending existing laws on
immigration and labor stap-
dards

Japinese authorities should

“‘guaranteé victims of traf-

ticking and/or servitude ac-
¢ess to redress for abuses suf-
fered” by making it easier for
them to obtain legai counsel
and translation services, the
report Zays. -

The Japanese government,
which has publicly expressed
concern about the. situation,

needs {o “do something for the
vietims instead of just talking
about it,” said Regan Ralph,
executive director of the
Women’s Rights Division of
Human Rights Watch.

“It is high time to stop the
rhetoric and start some seri-
ous law enforcement,” she
sald in a statement,

Thailand, for its part,
sheuld help the women to re-
turn hotne and gain legal re-
dressg, as well as expand edu-
cation and employment op-
portunities for the women to
make them less vulnerable to
trafficking in the sex trade,
the report says.

The report also recom-
mends that  international
agencies such as the U.N,
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, the International Labor
Organization and the World
Health Organization work
with nongovernmental groups
to provide asylum, safe shel-
ter, medical care and voca-
tional training for the women,

sty BodeR L
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