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| U S blpartlsan group submlts resolutlon on comfort Women

i, WASBJNGTON G{yodo} A bi-

| partisan group of U.S. law- "
‘makers submitted-a.resolu- .-

| tion Wednesday-to the House

 of Representatives that: de-
nounees Japan for enslaving
{.foreign women in' the. 1930s
1'and 19408 to .provide sex for
the Imperial Japanese Army.
. Theresolution, prepared by
| Democratic Rep. Mike Honda
| of California and several pow-
.erful Republicans, is similar

to four previous resolutlons

‘Submitted to the House.

“However: this one mchidés

“several mew clauses, -includ-

ing a request’ that the Japa-
nese prime minister make an

| official apology for the suffer-
'ing -Japan caused what it eu-

phemistically referred to .as
the “comfort women.” - - -
The resolution says the gov-
ernment “should formally ac-
knowledge, apologize and ac-

‘cept *mstoncal responsabihty.
i a’clear and unequrvocal-
-manner” for its acts.

* Liberal Democratic Party:

lawmakers who want Tokyo

‘to ‘change its official state-
“ment on the comfort women
“issue will send people to the

United States around early
May to.fry to stop the resolu-

‘tion from.passing.

'I'hegroupclamthearmy

.did not force women to provide

-satandwautsthelsssapology
-dehveredbytheaCh:efCabmet
+ Secretary Yohei Kopo that ac-

Imowledges that the army
forced women into sexual servi-
tude for its soldiers.m Korea.

-China and elsewhere in Asia, to

be amended.

. ‘The last of the four resolu—
tions was the first one to get
bevond the House Internation-
al Relations Committee,
which passed it in September,

2007 2.2 J'T (o

but it fa:led in the House, vot-
ed down by Republicans who
held a majority in the cham-
ber at the time. -

However, the new resolution
will likely clear the now Demo-
crat-controlled House because
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a2 Dexo-
crat who wields epormous in-
fluence during House delibera-
tions, has been supportive of
the past resolutions, according
to congressional sources.
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NHK

nsorshlp suit appeal

Court links politics with deletion of Hirohito verdict in sex-slave program

By JUN HONGO
It

The Tokyo High Court
on Monday expanded on
a lower court ruling and
ordered NHK and two
production companies to
pay damages t0 a wom-
en’s rights group for al-
tering the content of a
documentary on a mock
tribunal ¢ver Japan’s
wartime sexual slavery.

L

The lawsuit demanding ¥20
million was filed in July 2001
by the nongovernmental or-
ganization Yiolence Against
Women in War-Network Ja-
pan (VAWW-NET Japan). It
targets NHK, subsidiary
NEK Enterprises 21 Inc. and
subcontracted production
firm Documentary Japan Ine.

The suit has been closely
watched because the NGO
claimed NHK censcred or
otherwise altered part of the
2001 program after being
pressured by heavyweights in

the Liberal Democratic Par-
ty. including Shinzo Abe, who
is now prime minister, and
Shoichi Nakagawa,

The defendanis were or-
dered to pay ¥2 million.

The plaintiffs alleged that
the TV program they co-
created was diluted by right-
ist and political pressure and
modified significantly from
what the NGO had earlier
agreed to create.

At the center of the case is @
segment that was deleted by
NHK in which the tribunal

found the late Emperor Hire-
hito guilty of allowing the in-
stitutionalization of sex
slaves,“mown euphemistical-
Iy as fcomfort women,”
of the high court
ruling was on how to interpret
NHK's right to edit content in
contrast with the responsibili-
ties it holds toward collabora-
tors, as well as whether it
would find the alteratior of
the docurnentary a result of
outside influence.
Although the court did not
rule political censorship was

(P EERIPY S PRSI PRI TR o st A

g sy . . . . .
e R T e e AT

invoived. it acknowledged
NEX altered the content of
the mock tribunal after k-
ing into account the remarks
of politicians.

Presiding Judge Toshifumi
Minami acknowledged the
aired program differed from
the original version because
NEX “abused its right to edit
their program™ and breached
its contract with the plain-
tiffs

“The right of broadeasters
to adit the content of their pro-
grams must be assured,” the

B

Judge said. But he added that .
VAWW-NET Japan was ept- :
tled to receive a prior expla- -

pation about the changes
made to the program.
Rumike Nishine, a corepie-
sentative of VAWW-NET Ja-
pan who called the alteratios
“a0 ipsuit to the (sex slavery}
victims™ and a “violation of
freedom of speech.” praised
the judgment, calling it a
“eomaplete trivmph {or the

“Ifstchediﬁmgwnstobe
CONTINDED O PAGE 2

STy - R B o



NHK

CONIUED FROM PAGE 1
Lud%?ed as freedom of editln

y the media, thea any politi-
e censorship in the fwlure
would be approved,” she sald.

Lawyers for the plaintitfs
added that the verdict “basl-
cally ordered NHK to be sell-
rellant as a broadcaster” and
not be intimidated by politleal
pressure,

Accordlng to the suit,
VAWW-NET Japan agreed to
cooperate with NHK and the
lwo (lems In October 2000 lo
preduce the documentary of
the mock tribunal,

‘The program was vreated
as part of a series on Japan's
warlime responsibilities and
[ncluded testhiniony by survly-
Ing sex slaves as well as sol.
diers who admitted raping the
comfort women. | s
- The tribunal found- Esnper-
or Hirchito, kXnown posthu-
mously as Emperor Showa,
guilty of erimes against hu-
manity.

Bul prlor te its January 2001
airlng, the 4i-minute pro-
gram was shortened to 40
minutes after segments of the
verdict and interview footage
was edited oul,

The plalntifis ctaimed It
was a result of media Inter-
ference by LDP polilicians,
including thet Deputy Chlel
Cabinet Secretary Abe and

-| current LDP policy chief Na-

kagawa. Both were heading
the LDP's panel on history ed-
ucation,

MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS of Violence Against Women in

War-Hetwork Japan celebrate In front of the Tokyo High Court
on Monday after NHK snd two production companies wers
ordered to pay damages to the nongovernmental group.

KOO0 FHOTO

The Tokyo District Court in

2004 ordered Documentary
“Japan to pay ¥1 miliion in

damages to the Tokyo-based
women's rights group, claim-
ing it “gave wrong expecla-
tions about the program to the
NGO, when the subcontracter
had no authority to determine
its content,” The plaintiffs
then appealed and demanded
Y4 million.

But the lower court did not
flnd NHK or NBK Enlerpris-
€5 21 guilty on grounds that as
broadcasters, they were
guaranieed the freedom to re-
vise its programs.

The plaintiffs had claimed
that If the program was al-
tered because of outslde pres-

sure and NHK was not to be

heid responsible, it would
make If laboo even lo discuss’
sex slavery fssues and would
be tantamount to government
control over the media.

The suit took an unexpected
{urn in January 2005 when gne
of NHK's chief producers in-
volved in produclng the al-
{ered program revealed that’
edlting was "made against.
the backdrop of political pres-;
sure.”

“1t Is obvious thal it was ol-’
tered to galn consent from.
Mr. Abe and Mr. Nakagawa,”,
the producer sald al a news
conference, .

Despite the whistle-blow-.
er's claim, however, NHK;
and the two paliticlans denled
any cen ip was involved.
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