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Addendum

I'V. CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE CONVENTI ON

B. Consideration of reports

6. Report subnmtted on an exceptional basis

Rwanda

1. The representative of Rnmanda made an oral presentation, on an exceptional
basis, at the 306th neeting of the Conmttee, on 31 January 1996 (see
CEDAW C/ SR. 306) . She expressed appreciation for the interest the Conmttee was
showi ng towards her country. She pointed out that Rwanda had reported four
times to the Committee on progress in inproving the status of wonen before the
tragi c and dramatic events, which included not only four years of war since
1990, but unprecedented genocide, with the massacre of an estimated one mllion
peopl e. There had been viol ati ons of human rights on a nassive scale.

2. The representative pointed out sonme of the social, political and econonic
consequences of the events in her country, including physical, psychol ogical,
noral and spiritual destabilization of the population, total destruction of the
structures of the State, and an econony which is now dom nated by humanitarian

96- 02229 (E) 010296 /...



CEDAW C/ 1996/ L. 1/ Add. 11
Engl i sh
Page 2

assi stance. She pointed out that there had been systematic destruction of the
means of production and public services.

3. The representative explained that efforts were under way to address the
probl ens of the country and the effects of the genocide including rehabilitation
for those nost affected in the popul ation

4. In describing the particular situation of wonen, she provided information
on the total inadequacy of nedical services, the extent of chronic malnutrition
the lack of clean water and the preval ence of H V/ AIDS, noting that wonen and
girls were particularly vulnerable and that, between the ages of 14 and 40, the
i nci dence of maternal death and infant death had increased substantially. They
were al so suffering from severe psychol ogi cal effects; anxiety and depression
wer e common.

5. Regar di ng education, wonen and girls were particularly affected by the
danmage to the educational systemresulting fromthe war, as the custons and
traditions had previously placed wonen and girls at a disadvantage and there had
been no possibility for inprovenment under the circunstances.

6. She provided information on the small nunber of wonmen in political life and
noted factors that prevented wonmen fromplaying a nore active role in politica
deci si on- maki ng, including poverty and | ack of access to information.

7. The representative sumarized efforts to pronote wonen, such as economc
enmpower nent, greater sharing of responsibilities among nen and wonen, better

soci al services, legal reformand protection for young wonen, but enphasized

that such efforts were contingent on the rebuilding of the country.

Concl udi ng comments of the Committee

I nt roducti on

8. The Conmittee expressed appreciation that the distinguished representative
of the Government of Rwanda was able to make the oral presentation, taking into
account the extrenely difficult situation of her country. This was indicative
of the commtment to the advancenent of women in the country, even during this
difficult period of the post-genocide situation. The Committee expressed its
solidarity and synpathy with the people of Rwanda, particularly the wonen and
chil dren.

Factors and difficulties affecting the inplenentation
of the Convention

9. The Conmittee identified as major factors and difficulties in inplenenting
the Convention: (a) the weak State machinery to effectively maintain the peace
process, including national reconciliation efforts; (b) the breakdown of mutua
support systens; (c) the large nunber of Rwandan refugees and internally

di spl aced persons; (d) the great nunber of mlitias and sonme civilians who are
still armed; (e) the shattered econony and extrenme poverty.
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Positive aspects

10. The Conmittee noted with appreciation the establishnent of the committee of
inquiry to investigate the genocide of 1994 to ensure justice for the
perpetrators and safety and rehabilitation for survivors.

11. The Conmittee conmended the CGovernnment for initiating a reconciliation
process.

12. The Conmittee wel coned the attenpt nade by the Governnent to rebuild
i nfrastructure and the econony.

13. The Committee comended Governnent's efforts to rehabilitate traunmatized
peopl e, both physically and psychol ogically, to enable themto regain their | ost
i mage.

14. The Committee noted with interest the establishment of a wonmen's pronotion
of fice, which is under the Prime Mnister's office, as well as a focal point to
provi de | egal assistance, peace, education and the devel opnment of gender-

sensi tive programes

Principal subjects of concern

15. The Conmittee noted with deep concern the extreme poverty that prevail ed
and the deci mated econony, which allowed very little funding for nedica
assi stance for the survivors of the war.

16. The Conmittee was dismayed with the massive rape of wonen and girls during
t he genoci de, which has resulted in w despread H V/ AlDS and ot her sexually
transmtted di seases. This can of course eventually lead to further illness and
death for thousands of wonen and girls.

17. The Committee expressed great concern at the continual supply of arnms to
the mlitia which could seriously obstruct the peace process.

18. The Committee noted with concern the prevailing custons, which make wonen
inferior to men.

19. The Committee expressed concern at the high rate of illiteracy,
particul arly anong wonen.

20. The repatriation of refugees from nei ghbouring countries is an issue of
concern to the Conmittee.

Suggesti ons and reconmmendati ons

21. The international comunity, including all United Nations agenci es and
Governments, must give massive support for poverty alleviation and education
programes ained at elimnating human rights violations and rehabilitating
Rwanda.
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22. The Governnent shoul d support wonen's quest for equal rights and their
contributions in all areas of society, particularly in the reconciliation
process and mai nt enance of peace.

23. The International Tribunal for Rwanda nust be equitably constituted and
nmust have a focus on woren's rights.

24. There nust be a witness protection unit in the war crinmes prosecutor's
office to protect those who testify about rape and ot her crines.

25. The nmonitoring unit of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rasanda must be
educated and trai ned about sexual assault, rape and nass rape. It is highly
comendabl e that the nonitors are appointed with an enphasis on diversity of
experience and famliarity with Rmanda's culture and | anguage, and, indeed, nmany
nore shoul d be wonen

26. A thorough investigation of rape and sexual assault, as had been done on
the former Yugoslavia, must be conduct ed.

27. The Governnent nust put in place |legal provisions that woul d advance
wonmen' s reproductive and sexual rights, land titles to wonen and the right of
wonmen to be their children's |egal parent guardi an

28. The Comm ttee recomends i medi ate i npl enentation of resolution 1995/5,
entitled "Situation of human rights in Rwanda", as well as resolution 1995/ 14,
entitled "Systematic rape and sexual slavery during periods of arnmed conflict",
of the Subcommi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities.

29. It is necessary to organize a consensus-buil ding di scussion concerning the
repatriation of Rmandan refugees and internally displaced persons. The

i nternational commnity should only encourage repatriation of refugees when
there are clear signs frominside Rwanda that suggest such action.



